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FOREWORD 


Prof. Hell’s monograph— Die Kultur der Araber — i 
at once a summing-up and a revaluation of Aral 
civilization. It is not original, and, as a matter oi 
fact, it claims no originality. Prof. Hell has no 
added, by his own researches, anything of any signi 
ficance or value to our knowledge of Arab culture 
but, using all available materials, he has told th< 
history of Arab civilization in a short compass, with 
wide-mindedness, sympathy, clearness of vision. Sc 
far as the present writer is aware, there is no sue! 
handbook—compact, accurate, felicitous in diction 
and sound in judgment—to be found in any language 
Eastern or Western; and, for this reason, precisely 
he has undertaken its translation into English—a 
language more widely read than any other in the 
world. The English translation, he hopes, will serve a 
twofold purpose. On the one hand it will afford the 
student of Islamic History a basis for further and 
extended study, and, on the other, it will bring to 
those interested in the past of Islam and curious about 
its future, knowledge at once accurate and sufficient 
for guidance and enlightenment. Nor is the history 
of Islam a negligible quantity in our days of surging 
ambitions, restless activities, wide-spread political 
transformations in Islamic lands. 

To those who have the time or the inclination such 
guides as Von Kremer, Sedillot, Viardot, Muller 
Braun, Becker, and, last but not least,. Mez (whose 
Renaissance des Islams is a triumph of patient industry) 
are always at hand, ready to lead them into the pro¬ 
mised land. But for those not specially intent upon a 
minute or exhaustive study, they are a trifle too lone 
and tedious, and therefore perhaps not altogether 
attractive. In the monograph lying before us Prof. 
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Hell has combined accuracy with brevity, and has 
thus sought to satisfy the needs and to meet the wishes 
alike of "the student, the scholar and the layman, all 
anxious to know, yet perchance without the leisure 

for a protracted study. . 

Deep as is Prof. Hell’s obligation to his fore-runners 

in this branch of learning, his presentation of the sub¬ 
ject is distinctly and characteristically his own. I his 
fact is well attested by the first and the last chapters 
of this book (Chapters I and VI). In the first chapter 
Prof. Hell deals with Arabia before Islam—a. subject 
still, to a certain extent, full of controversial points, 
doubts, uncertainties, even apparently insoluble mys¬ 
teries. But, with a sure hand, he lifts the veil, laying 
before his reader a clear, coherent, consistent picture 

of a far-off age. , . . . . . . 

The hoary antiquity of South Arabia is established. 

Its religious and political institutions, its artistic and 

architectural creations, its social and domestic life, 

are excellently sketched, and vividly described, and 

its importance in the History of Arabia is assessed and 

determined. ., , . 

On the rise of Mekka Prof. Hell has something new 

to tell. “ Hijaz, even in Pre-Islamite times says he, 

“ was the centre of the religious life of the Arabs. As 
everywhere a large concourse of men takes place, so 
here trade throve. And, as a natural accompaniment 
of trade, the most delightful feature of the Umra and 
the Hajj was the great annual market held in the 
sacred neighbourhood. Here Arab life and activity 
reached their culminating point... Whoever wished 
to make a name in Arabia could do so here m the 
markets of Hija*; in Uqaz, in Dhul Majas, m Mekka 
When the market was over, Dhul Majas and Uqaz 
became empty and lost their importance. Mekka, 
however, developed into an important town, and, 
after the fall of the Himyarite rule in South Arabia, 
became the most flourishing city of Arabia. This pre¬ 
eminence it secured, not by its sanctuary—for every 
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market-place had its own ; not even by its fair—for 
other places had fairs.too; still less by its geographi¬ 
cal position—for it lay in an inclement, barren basin. 
To what, then, must we ascribe this ascendancy of 
Mekka ? To the intellectual superiority of the Quraish, 
as Julius Wellhausen has conclusiv ely proved. Happy 
relations with the Northern Semites—particularly tile 
Jewish element—may have influenced the intellec¬ 
tual awakening of the Mekkans. Commerce, which 
extended to Syria, to Al-Hira, to South Arabia, cer¬ 
tainly brought fresh stimulus and aspiration to them. 
Thus it was that, amongst the men who could read 
and write before Islam, a proportionately large num¬ 
ber were Mekkans. We would, perhaps, have hesi¬ 
tated unconditionally to credit this information had 
we not known that Mohamed’s first wife—trained in 
Pre-Islamic days—carried on an extensive commerce 
of her own throughout the whole of Arabia. In.spite 
of a lack of official organization, in matters of com¬ 
mon concern we find, according to Wellhausen, a 
clear-sighted public spirit in Mekka, such as existed 
nowhere else in Arabia. Although every family was 
essentially autonomous, yet the interest of the town 
was placed first and foremost. There—there was the 
authority. The beginnings of a real town-organization 
are manifest; simple and small indeed, but none the 
less very remarkable in Arabia.” 

But if the first chapter captivates us with its entic¬ 
ing facts and details, illustrating the part that the 
Arabs played in antiquity, the civilization they evolv¬ 
ed, the culture they attained, the foundation they 
laid for the glories then undreamed of, the sixth holds 
us spell-bound with the history of their achievements 
in art and architecture, where, imperishably inscribed 

in marble and stone, are the records of their deathless 
artistic genius. 

One feature of Arab culture stands out in specially 
bold relief. While its broad and broadening culture 
never opposed extraneous influences—in fact, wel- 
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corned them with open arms and 

Sn° n a« n caf red their ima g ma,ion, Byarm ne 

dentures from Seir 

HeUenSic models, indicating therebv the ns'Jj 

every'sphere'of Activity ^engaged their attention, 

OT Here Pi in d tht ch m apt d er, Spanish, Egyptian Syrian, 
^api'd ^rd n u mb°X:Vam?wit P h|eir e w”:Uh of 

W0 “ The wealth of surface decoration,”saysiProf.Hell, 
responsible. But we are wrong. Recent excav 

sentdtionsuaffiving being^. In E «VP‘ 

vessels, Persia "f-To d " P quickly 

colte'rferm^ith^^orography and por.rait-painh- 

^dThe hunting "and 

w ?Sl r r 

* to DemJi, a large number of figures of Arabs was 
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discovered. If the plastic arts clicl not play a great 
part in the art of Islam, it was not due to any reli¬ 
gious scruples, but to the absence of all need for such 
activities.” 

These two chapters—the first and the last—are 
finished literary and historical pieces, gathering with¬ 
in their fold the latest results of exacting scholarship. 

The chapter on the Prophet calls for a passing notice 
here. Appreciative on the whole as it is, it completely 
misjudges the Prophet at Medina. Prof. Hell has fallen 
into the popular Christian error which sees in the 
Mohamed in Medina a sinister politician, or a grasp¬ 
ing despot, intent on purely selfish aims, and oblivious 
of his high calling. I will repeat here what I have 
already said in a note at the end of that chapter. 
“ I would specially refer the reader to Dr. Krehl’s 
Mohamed (Leipzig, 1884), and to Dr. Arnold’s Preach¬ 
ing of Islam (Constable, 1913). Both these works com¬ 
bine scholarship with sympathy, and throughout show 
an understanding rare in European writers. To both 
of these scholars Mohamed is a genuine Prophet of 
God, full of divine ecstasy, bent on fulfilling his divine 
mission. Dr. Arnold (p. 34) has exposed the popular 
Christian fallacv which sees two diametricallv different 

• 4 

persons in the Mohamed of Mekka and the Mohamed 
of Medina. Dr. Krehl’s life is one continuing tribute 
to the undeviating zeal of the Prophet. Dr. Arnold’s 
book should be more widely read and Dr. Krehl’s 
should be made accessible to those who know no 
German.” 

The chapters on Muslim Conquest and the Omayyads 
of Damascus are accurate, suggestive and well-written. 

Once queen of the Islamic Empire, the centre of 
commerce, the focus of science and arts, the home of 
fashion, the nursery of music and song, Baghdad shines 
forth in Prof. Hell’s monograph, full of grace and light 
and loveliness. All its many-sided activities are touch¬ 
ed upon, the city itself is unearthed from the dust, 
and is reinvested with its resplendent glory. I shall 
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let the reader read for himself; but one or two obser¬ 
vations I propose to make here. 

To me the most striking feature of the Arab mind 

is its daring and courage to face facts—to accept 
nothing which was not supported and established by 
actuality—to enthrone reason in the place of fancy, 
and to carry out reason to its legitimate conclusion— 
whatever that conclusion may be. This note of intel¬ 
lectual freedom is all the more amazing and striking, 
as theirs was the Age of Faith, of blind acceptance of 
things, of unquestioning submission. 

Abu Musa Jabir Ibn Hayyan—the famous Muslim 
chemist—says : “ Hearsay and mere assertion have no 
authority in chemistry. It may be taken as an abso¬ 
lutely rigorous principle that any proposition which 
is not supported by proofs is nothing more than an 
assertion which may be true or false. It is only when 
a man brings proofs of his assertion that we say, 

‘Your proposition is true.’ ” 

And this is no uncommon spirit. It manifests itself 
in domains as wide apart as religion and science. 
The entire Arab mind was imbued with it, and to it 
wemust ascribe that spirit of tolerance, that large out¬ 
look, that craving for learning, that restless ambition 
to extend wider and yet wider the frontier of know¬ 
ledge, which so distinguish Muslim mentality. 

Islam encouraged this noble ambition, and stimu¬ 
lated this lofty purpose. Did not the Prophet say : 
“ He who leaves his home in search of knowledge 
walks in the path of God until his return home.” And 
yet again : “ God makes easy the path of paradise to 
him who journeys for the sake of knowledge.” 

With justice does Sedillot say : “ What character¬ 
ized the school of Baghdad from its inception was its 
scientific spirit. Proceeding from the known to the 
unknown; taking precise account of celestial phe¬ 
nomena ; accepting nothing as true which is not con¬ 
firmed by experience, or established by experiment— 
such were the fundamental principles taught and 



FOREWORD 


xv 


acclaimed by the then masters of the sciences.” 

Equally warm is the tribute paid by Draper to the 
Arabs: “The Arab,” says he, “has impressed his 
intellectual stamp upon Europe, and not in too re¬ 
mote a future will Christendom concede this truth. 
He has left unfading traces of his finger on the sky, 
which every one can see who reads the names of the 
stars on an ordinary celestial globe.” 

At length has this subject been discussed in the 
chapter entitled: Wissenschaft und Litteratur , in the 
second volume of Von Kremer’s Culturgeschichte des 
Orients * and to it I refer the reader. 

There is one thing which Prof. Hell has not done. 
He has not accounted for the collapse of a civilization 
which united striking material prosperity with dis¬ 
tinctive intellectual greatness, which stood out for 
light amidst deep and deepening darkness, which was 
a beacon unto its own and succeeding ages, and 
which, at one time, seemed, like Roman civilization, 

firmly planted, secure of permanence, scornful of the 
waves of time. 

The success of Islam was mainly due to the all- 
consuming religious fervour of the early Muslims. It 
was the one force which uplifted them, sustained them, 
and made them irresistible in their onward march. 
To religious fervour were wedded patriotic senti¬ 
ments and national pride. The Muslim State was as 
much a religious as a political institution. The Arab 
warrior of the first century who fought undaunted 
unto death for his people and his faith was swayed 
equally by religious sensibility and old-inherited 
national pride. But gradually these forces slackened 
and spent themselves. As a direct consequence of 
contact with foreigners, national pride vanished— 
leaving naught but the religious tie as the one and 
only bond uniting the immense brotherhood of Islam 
~j. U ; h Y* l Y intellectual activities, rise of religious sects, 
disturbing doubts and scepticism, political chaos— 

• I have translated this entire chapter in my Studies : Indian and Islamic. 
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these loosened even the one remaining tie ofacom- 

Ghe political situation became darker and more: dtsmal 
and the two fold scourage of famine and pestdenc 

rnore and more frequent and violent. 

* The Caliphate, in the meantime, was steadily sp - 
ine up into fragments. Political cohesion perished, 

sense of unity vanished. Each individual state had but 

one end in new, one purpose to serve, GfGtaltro- 
enrich itself at the cost of the people Thus catastro 

phic consequences ensued fro ^/ f he n d /^f s'ove^eigp 
the Empire into numerous half and lull sovereign 

states In the days of the single Empire there were, 

ofTourse no customs-barriers. Commerce was every¬ 
where free The new states, however, began alten g 

this. Customs and tolls sprang up ever y™Gf had^M 
merly rendered the Empire so prosperous. Even the 

nue New taxes were imposed and consumption duties 
?mokus? unknown to the old administrative Law of 
Islam were levied.* Also transit-tolls—thus hamper 
ini trade and raising prices. The rural population was 

suffice The S Aghlabides soon managed to convert the 
Governorship of Africa into a hereditary kingship 

(*180 francs) for every feddan (feddan > mod«n Egyp^ 
is eauivalent to 4500 square metres)—an amount 
who% beyond the capacity of the tentattow 

?Xd No y r,h and a portion of Mesopotamia. 

The town of Nisibin formed part of their dominw • 

abrdLiy »a«red by neighbouring ntoun.a.n 

* See Von Kreroer, Vol. II, last chapter. 
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springs and artificial canals, it possessed immense 
gardens, plantations, cultivable lands. Under early 
Arab rule the town largely retained its former pros¬ 
perity, and numerous cloisters in its environs conti¬ 
nued unmolested. One hundred thousand dinars 
(about a million francs) was the tax payable to the 
Central Government. But in the year 360 a.h. a 
change took place. The prince within whose dominion 
Nisibin lay so overloaded it with taxes and imposts 
that the Arab tribe of Banu Habib—quite a large 
body of men—despite the fact that they were related 
to the ruling Hamadanide family—resolved to migrate 
and take shelter in Byzantine Empire. Thus, with 
their families, their cattle, their shining arms and 
weapons—riding on fine chargers—they left their 
homes and went over to the Byzantine territory. With¬ 
out one single exception (some twelve thousand men) 
they embraced the Christian faith. 

By kind treatment the Byzantine Emperor sought 
to attach them to him. To them, therefore, lands were 
granted and concessions were made. To those that 
remained behind the migrants wrote of their good 
luck and kind treatment, with the result that many 
more joined them. To avenge the oppression they had 
endured they undertook predatory expeditions in 
Muslim lands, and captured some important fortifica¬ 
tions, such as Hisn Mansur and Hisn Ziyad, and 
besieged Kafr Tuta and Dara. Every year, at harvest 
time, these incursions were repeated. They went even 
as far as Nisibin and beyond, to Jezirat-i-Ibn Omar 
Ras-al-Ain, Bilas and further still. ’ 

Intolerable must have been the position to induce 

a whole tribe thus to abandon their homes and to 

migrate to a foreign country; nay, even to change 

their faith at a time, too, when Islam proudly looked 

down upon the degenerate Christianity of the Byzan¬ 
tines. 

To show that this was not isolated case, but merely 
one instance out of the many financial exploitations 
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then in fashion, I shall cite a passage from the diary 
of the Spanish traveller, Ibn Jubair, who describes 
with indignation, how the pilgrims on their arrival 
in Alexandria, were cruelly oppressed by the Egyptian 
customs officers. He tells us that, even before they 
disembarked, Government officers boarded the ship, 

took down the names of every single an ^ 

most mercilessly exacted the poor-tax (Zakat) from 
them. Then they brought the pilgrims and their 
luggage to land, and most minutely examined eveiy- 
thing In the confusion that followed many of these 
unfortunates lost their belongings. He adds that the 
iust Saladin who then ruled Egypt would surely have 
ended such malpractices had he been informed o 
them. In another passage he tells us that this very 
prince actually removed the pilgrim-tax which had 
formerlv been collected in the harshest manner a 
Aidab—the seaport on the Red Sea, whence the 
pilgrims embarked for Jedda. This tax m J3 nt 2 
Egyptian dinars per head—about 75 francs. He who 
was unable to pay suffered the cruellest punishment. 
Even in other places pilgrims were systematically^ex¬ 
ploited and were looked upon as welcome objects ot 

ta Nothing is more frequent in the geography of later 
times—when a town is mentioned—than the addition 
of the words : It is now for the most part desolate and in 
decay The taxes were collected with savage severity. 
Those who fell into arrears had to carry heavy stones 
round their necks, or to stand m the scorching sun, 
or to suffer tortures in other equally cruel and m- 

ge The S mag y nates of the Empire abused their position 
by unconscionable profiteering. They either took 

svstematically drained and impoverished them, or 
they carried on usurious trade in corn, there Y \®L ,S .8 
the prices of food stuffs. The military fiefs did the 
rest in destroying the prosperity of the masses. 



FOREWORD 


Xl.N 


But this was not all. To the financial exploitations 
—oppressive taxes and tolls—were superadded plagues 
and epidemics of a fierce and devastating kind. Nor 
were famines absent. In the course of four centuries 
forty great epidemics ravaged the Islamic lands. No 
less than twenty-two—that is more than half—either 
began at or visited Iraq. Twelve times was Syria 
victimized, and in Iraq—pre-eminentlv in the town 
of Basra, situated at the mouth of the Tigris, at Kufa, 
Wash, and finally Baghdad—the pestilence raged 
oftenest and fiercest. The loss of manhood meant 
neglect of land and cultivation. A great deal of land 
was thus left fallow and unattended. 

Famine and scarcity joined hands with plague and 
pestilence, shattering the social and economic life of 

the people, destroying their intellectual activities, 
ruining their well-being for ever. 

With the religious sense weakened and patriotic 
feelings gone—with numerous semi or full sovereign 
states independent of the Caliphate, and perpetually 
at war with each other—with the most cruel system 
of financial exploitation in full force, unrelieved by 
one single ray of charity or clemency—with the 
scourge of famine and plague visiting alternately or in 
combination life and vitality steadily ebbed away 
from the Empire of Islam. The Muslim world bowed 
to the inevitable fell into a state of hopeless torpor 
—and thus, listless, apathetic, it continued until the 
Crusades, when, all of a sudden, it momentarily 
flamed, flashed, faded. Into torpor, however, once 
again it relapsed. Since then till the nineteenth 
century, Islam sleeps the sleep of death. It is then 
aroused afresh, quickened into new life by the vigo¬ 
rous impact of Western influences. 

The Arab civilization ends, but a new era dawns 
tor Islam. Islam, to-day, is as full of life and vigour 

as it was in its early conquering days, 
nere'is something eternal, all-conquering in Islam— 
something which defies the assaults of Time. 
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Eauipping themselves with modern sciences 
ing themselves in the schools of Western arts and 
letters—patiently learning what the West, calls the 
“ bloodless battle of diplomacy ’’-perfecting them¬ 
selves by the experiences of others—seizing upon t .e 
permanent as opposed to the transitory ele ™ents m 
their religion—the Muslims all over the world are up 
and doing—determined to win an honoured place in 

the federation of the world. 

The Arab civilization will assuredly be followed by 
a vet greater and ampler civilization—the civilization 

of' Islam— eclectic in its principles—world-embracing 
in its range-developing the sense of nationality and 
vet preserving the ineffable brotherhood of the faith 

’ My gra«fSl thanks are due to Mr H.B. Hannah 
and Mr. A.A. Patterson for very kindly revising the 
proofs, and to Dr. P. Bruhl for helping me with 
passages of doubt or difficulty in the text 
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CHAPTER I 


ARABIA BEFORE ISLAM 

Necessity is the source of much of human civilization. 
In man, at different stages of his evolutional progress, 
exists a craving for enjoyment, for power, for beauty, 
for truth ; and boundless, indeed, is this craving. The 
effort to compass and satisfy it is the main-spring of 
human progress and development. The ideal lies 
behind a mass of definite individual needs ; and only 
when these have been met with and satisfied does the 
prospect widen far afield. This is the way of all 
civilizations. New needs spell new aims—to strive for 
the satisfaction of those needs may be called the 
capacity for civilization—to fulfil and attain them 
may be regarded as civilization itself. So, the history 
of the civilization of a people is the history of its 
growing needs or ideals, and of the attempt to satisfy 
those needs and to realise those ideals. 

From this point of view we propose to treat early 
Arab civilization and its mission. Not that we regard 
Islamic civilization as an indigenous creation, or even 
look upon the Arabs as its principal exponents. But 
among them, undoubtedly, arose the idea of the one¬ 
ness of Islamic culture, embracing all Muslim peoples, 
and capable of extension beyond. 

When we look at the modern Arabs we find it 
difficult to believe in their civilizing mission! Like 
Arabia itself- probably the least explored country of 
the Earth—its people, shut off from the world, are 
the most isolated and least accessible of mankind, 
opht up into a number of hostile tribes—leading a 
nomadic life, and given to mutual plunder—scarcely 
touched by the spirit of Islam—and held together by 
a slender political tie—the inhabitants of Inner Arabia 
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appear to be a people without any want or outlook- 

destined to pursue the self-same path for ever. 

And vet these were the very people whose ancestors, 

in the seventh century of the Christian era, swept li e 
a flood over the ancient world, and stepped out, not 
for the first time to be sure, on to the stage of world- 
history. Modern research shows Arabia as holding a 
distinctive position in the history of the old Near 

E& That Arabia was the original home of the Semites 
is an opinion shared by many-and, indeed not with¬ 
out good reason ; that the old civilized Babylonia as 
early as the beginning of the third millennium befor 
Christ, received its ruling population from Arabia is 
another widespread belief; and innumerable inscrip¬ 
tions on the Arabian rocks testify to a civilization and 
a settled government there in pre-Christian times 
not in any way inferior to any civilization and gov¬ 
ernment of the then age. , 

The surprise caused by these beliefs vanishes when 

we closelv consider the topographical peculiarities of 
Arabia, and remember that the peninsula consists 
not only of deserts and steppes, but also of <exceeding; y 
fertile country, cultivated for thousands of years, 
studded with thriving villages and towns, and ^habit¬ 
ed by settled populations. Such fertile territories we 
principally along the borders of the peninsula. In the 
Luth West was Yetnan, called even m anttqmty, 
“ Arabia Felix.” In the South was Hadramaut the 
home of incense, highly prized in the remote past. In 
the East, on the Persian Gulf, was w Jat we now call 
the fertile coast-land of Al-Hasa; and with but orp 
slight breaks the entire, east coast was well-cultivated 
land. Rough and rugged and hilly was the coun y 
on the western coast..,. It has excellent pasture land 
even now, but in those ,far off days it was better still. 
As for the Central Arabian high land of Najd^with 

its isolated mountains, its long stream.yalleys, the so 

called Wadis , its steppes on which grazed the best 
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Arabian horses, ami Vaniama, lying south-east, the 
central granary of Arabia—these, in the Villi and 
die Vilth centuries were, on the wliole, cultivated 
just as well as many parts of contemporary Kurope 
—in some places even better. 

! g with these cultivated tracts with their 
settled populations, there was that wholly infertile and 
inhospitable stretch of land - useless for any kind of 
existence for want of water—which we invariably 
associate with Arabia, namely, the Desert. And it 
was unfortunate that these njuds lay so sandwiched 
between the fertile tracts that the latter were wholly 
or almost wholly isolated from one another. Thus the 
greatest and the most terrible of the Arabian deserts 
—the Roba-el-Khaly *—so squeezes and hems in the 
people living along the south-east, south and south¬ 
western coast, tiiat no communication is possible 
between them and Central Arabia ; with the result 
that the people of the south-east (Oman) and of the 
south (Mahra)—little affected by the fate of inner 

Arabia—proceeded on their own 'independent line of 
development. 

1 To the dividing frontiers of the desert in the east 
land of Tehma in the west—the burning sand-girdle 
/ b Y the sea—is to be ascribed the separate existence 
which the south-western portion of Arabia led for 
some thousand years, away and apart from the rest 
of Arabia. Its power and influence was so widely- 

I extended, for a while, that we must give to this oldest 

part of Arab culture a detailed consideration. Nume¬ 
rous inscriptions which, during the last seventy years 

h m e u b u en found on the ruins in South Arabia and 
which have been more and more thoroughly investi¬ 
gated (though not yet exhaustively), tell us of the 
existence of two kingdoms there in pre-Christian times 
lhe long-maintained view that the two kingdoms 


ZWa ’ ?• 524 ' Vo1 - 11 • Roba-el-Khaly (,he empty 
Arabian “ commonly understood, the great Middle-East of the 

peninsula, which is believed to be void of the breath of life ! 
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continued, side by side, till the late Grecian Period is 
no longer sustainable in the face of the researches of 
Edward Glaser, which show that the kingdom of 
Ma’in was destroyed and absorbed by that of Saba.* 
Although there is no unanimity yet as to the ages of 
the two kingdoms, it will not be rash to trace back the 
kingdom of Ma’in to the second millennium before 
Christ, for the conditions of life continued there 
unaltered for thousands of years. Speaking of^ this 
kingdom, the oldest reports refer to its special indi¬ 
genous produce—incense and myrrh—highly valued 
in Egypt—and to its felicitous position on the Red 
Sea, marking it, from time immemorial, as a commer¬ 
cial centre. We know, further, how it extended, its 
sphere of influence up to Gaza on the Mediterranean, 
and how, all along right up to the sea, commercial 
stations and depots for storage of arms dotted the 
route. In all these respects the kingdom of Saba is 
scarcely distinguishable from that of Ma’in ; only the 
former assumes greater and greater prominence about 
the time when the position of the south-western por¬ 
tion of Arabia was becoming shaky and insecure in 


* The theorv that the rule of the Minaean kings preceded that of the 
Sabaean (and also that of the so-called Priest-kings) pre-supposes a much 
earlier date for the Minaean—1200-700 b.c. at the latest. Lately, however, 
the hypothesis of contemporaneity has been again defended by several 
scholars, particularly by Martin Hartmann and Eduard Mever. But Hart¬ 
mann now admits that the golden age of the Minaean kingdom preceded that 
of the Sabaean ; yet he holds that the oldest Minaean and Sabaean inscriptions 
arc contemporary. At the most it may be admitted that the oldest Sabaean 
inscriptions may have been contemporary with the latest Minaean. 

The Minaean kings for the protection of their incense trade, possessed a 
colony in the land of Midian, which is called Musran in the inscriptions ; a 
fact directly verilied by the discovery of Minaean inscriptions in Al-ula (El-ola) 
by Euting. After the collapse of the Minaean kingdom (about 650 B.c.) the 
Sabacans were probably the heirs of the Midianitic colony of the Minaeans, 
as we infer from the passages in the Old Testament. But already other Powers 
made themselves felt about this period in north-west Arabia. Everything is m 
favour of the view that the Libyanites were the successors in north west Arabia 
of the Minaeo-Sabaeans, and the predecessors of the Nabataeans, and that 
they are, therefore, to be placed about 500-300 b.c. The Nabataean kingdom 
was brought to an end in 106 a.d. by the Romans. Two other kingdoms might 
be referred to here—those of the Lakhamids and of the Jafanids. 1 he former 
was installed by the Persians on the old Babylonian-Arabian frontier, and the 
latter by the Byzantines in the land east of Jordan. Both were overthrown by 
Islam.— Ency . of Islam, Sub. Arabia, Vol. I., pp. 377-379. 
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the woi Id of commeicc. The boat-service introduced 
by the Ptolemies on the Red Sea did but little harm 

to the com met cial interests of the Sabaeans in the 
North, foi they continued as before (an inscription 
dating from the time of the Ptolemies proves this) to 
supply incense to all the great temples in Egvpt 
World-renowned was the wealth of Saba. Against'the 
General of the Roman Emperor Augustus—Aelius 
Gallus—it made a bold and successful stand. After 
an initial success, he had to retire from the walls of 

Manb. 

But gradually Saba sank from its exalted position. 
V\e are unable to account for its decline and fall, but 
the Arabs seem to connect it with the bursting of the 
dam of Manb. Even after this decline, the south¬ 
western corner of Arabia came most in contact with 
the foreign powers who felt kindly disposed towards 
1 . Here the greatest civilized powers of the age came 
mto close quarters with each other, and sought to win 
the land over to the culture which each represented. 

Ihe Abyss,mans-who, since the fourth century 
a.d., had accepted Christianity and had received 

rn• f ‘7 m , the . Byz . antine Empire—were the first to 

Ar a L L ,S i and ‘ a g e mst their doi ™nation both the 
Arab heathen and the very numerous Jews of South 

o mte r d ' A u b ? Ut 520 A D - we find if und(>r the 

Christian h Ah eW? kmg , AbU NaWas ' Precisel v as the 
Christ an Abyssinian rulers sought alliance with the 

Byzantines so the Arab-Jewish Government soueh^ 
the protection of the Persians-the then great pagm! 
power. In the war which now broke out Chrishanitv 
triumphed, and South Arabia became afresh an Abys¬ 
sinian province. The Persians, however neveflos 

tlf t f°[ t L 1S P ordon °f Arabia, and in 570 a d 

Vernal 1 ^ had Come for an attack upon 

army and thus, for the second time, the AwfniZ 
were driven out of South Arabia. South Arabia now 
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received a Persian Oovernor, and was taxed accoid- 
ing to the Persian system. But as the Persians were 
more eager for a share in the wealth of the land than 
bent on setting up an oppressive rule, the inhabitants 
felt satisfied with the new order of things. Neverthe¬ 
less, it meant loss of national honour. 

South Arabia was thus the gateway through which 
the two world powers—the Eastern Empire and Persia 
—entered into the Arabian peninsula. In the North 
the Syro-Arabian Desert barred their passage, but 
there was no such hindrance in the South. Despite, 
however, close contact and the capacity of the South 
Arabians to assimilate culture—these powers failed to 
impress their stamp upon the South Arabian civiliza¬ 
tion. What civilization we find there, is their own 

unaffected indigenous civilization. 

But exceedingly fragmentary, unfortunately, fe our 
knowledge of that civilization. W hat we do know, 
however, is sufficient to assure us of the fact of its 
existence there ; but, as regards its rise, growth, and 
extent, we can only look forward to future researches 

for light and information. 

Judging from contemporary standards it is clear 

that the Arabs—when we first meet them in history 
were by no means wild, savage people. We find them 
living in a net-work of tribal organization in which 
the individual always reckoned upon the protection 
of his tribe. Tlte gathering of a number of tribes 
round one which had become specially powerful, led 
to the oldest kind of State-formation, but it did not 
involve the loss of tribal consciousness. In such a 
system the king held the first rank. On the gradual 
growth of the royal power, again, our light is scant 
and fitful. With good reason we may assume that, in 
the earliest times, the royal power was allied with 
priestly functions, and that its influence over the 
people, at its inception, was practically based on 
personal prestige and personal distinction. Only lit 
the late Sabaean period emerged into prominence the 
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conception of a king as the feudal over-lord of his 
subjects. Thenceforward we notice kings owning vast 
landed estates, which they grant as fiefs : issuing coins 
of gold, silver and copper, with their images on one 
side, and different emblems on the other (such as 
those of owls, bull-heads, etc. etc.). But these very 
coins, which have come down to us in considerable 


numbers, reveal to us afresh our ignorance of the 
development of their civilization. On the one hand 
they suggest a great dependence upon Greek, and, 
later on, on Roman patterns — on the other the 
images of the kings, the peculiarity of the coinage, 
the artistic sense of the designs, proclaim an indepen¬ 
dent development of the South Arabians themselves 
—however limited that development may be. In the 
old Arabian fashion these coins show the kings, with 
long, loose, descending hair ; next, in long curled locks 
of hair ; and, finally, with hair cropped short after the 
style of the Roman Emperors. Unmistakable also is 
the development in artistic skill. But it is singular 
that while the oldest coins show a relatively "high 
finish and sureness of design, notably in details—and 
are on almost the same level as the latest ones—those 
that fall m between the two periods betrav a sad lack 
of artistic- power and skill. In sooth, however, the 
technique of coinage remained imperfect at all times. 

, . f 1 . 1 that cast on the institution of 

kingship by the coins, is shed on religion from another 
source The numerous names of gods inscribed in the 
oouth Arabian inscriptions might indicate great im¬ 
portance attached to religion there. We know, indeed 
nothing certain as regards the outward shape or the 
essential attributes of these gods, except that they 
were made of stone. From the contents of the count- 

tB r A ye K- thanksgivings, it seems that the 

bouth Arabians believed as little in a life after death 
as m spmtual blessmgs. When, therefore, Pliny reports 

South Arabia, he offers us a proof more of the powers 
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of the priestcraft and of artistic tendencies of a certain 
kind than of the deep religious piety of the South 

Arabians. 

In south western Arabia we encounter works of art 
earliest in point of time. It supplied for building 
purposes granite, porphyry and marble. Besides the 
materials which the country offered the close proxi¬ 
mity of the plundering Beduins pressed home to the 
people the necessity of well-fortihed dwelling-places. 
Thus South Arabia became a land of castles and 
citadels, and is rich in such ruins.* The twenty-story 
high castle of Ghomdam in San’a; the temple of 
Marib, whose walls, ellipse-like, encircled a natural 
elevation and reached a height of 9^ metres ; again the 
immense dam of Miarib—the remains of which are 
still visible—these are so many witnesses of the high 
architectural development of the South Arabians. 
These buildings demonstrate proportion and immen¬ 
sity, but proofs of the South Arabian sense of form we 
find in monuments of a very different kind. The 
oldest known inscriptions on the South Arabian rocks 
i go back to the 10th century before Christ. They 
astonish us by their symmetry and clearness of script. 
Moreover, many of them are adorned with manifold 
artistic ornamentations. We are, therefore, inclined 
to believe that the Arab geographer Hamadani reports 
regarding the ornamentations of the facades of the 

temples and castles in South Arabia. 

“You see,” says Hamadani, “figures of all kinds 
sketched on them : wild and ravening animals . . . 
eagles with flapping wings and vultures pouncing on 
hares . .. herds of gazelles hurrying to their death- 
trap, dogs with drooping ears, partly leashed and 
partly loose, and a man, with a whip, amidst horses. 

We come across the best specimens of South 
Arabian architecture, however, not in Yeman and 
Hadramaut, but on the edge of the Syrian desert in 
North Arabia, amidst the mountain chains of Hauran, 

* See Mrs. Stewart Erskine’s Vanished Cities of Arabia— a fascinating book. 
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whither, for economic reasons, a portion of the South- 
Arabian people migrated. 

Since remote times North Arabia also had its State- 
formations, but we hardly know anything more than 

L e , me /" e ^ ames of the oldest of them : Musur, Miian 
Meluch. In consequence of mutual rivalry these little 
States perished before Christ. In their place two other 
kingdoms attained a high position as commercial 
centres the kingdom of the Nabateans which pushed 
its frontier from 200 to 100 b.c. deep into the imeTior 
of Arabia ; and, after its fall, the kingdom of Palmyra 

Aureiian 35 7 deStr ° yed in 271 A - D - b Y the Emperor 

When we hear of a real Arab State of the kings of ■ 
Lihjan or when an inscription of 328 a d. speaks of l 

wtf'A "S' aiS aS ° ne C< wbo bore tbe diadem and ruled 

a Sate ^ ^ WaS actuaU V organized into 

West followed their fashion and adopted their titles I 
We shall now pass on to the two State n t 

orders of North Arabia, which we notice shortly 

die°Persh? ^ f M°hamed, and which stood facing 
he Persian and the Byzantine Empires The Inn/ 

th f ^ - 

poetry and fiction in rich colours. D u “£”‘was^ 

3 FacW?he r R en ‘ in? “ p" esscn,ials . Pe'sian culture' 

.ian a Suf e 'o h f e 

of Activity' a it P s e ch ? f en ' Camp ’ Wh ' ch '™s P hsTenire 

A^ Setrtf?/ 

m the history of Arabia ese btates —their importance 

two border States were f S! be ignored. These 

bouring Powers and a/ n P ^ y ° 7 t ^ le two ne igh- 
2 S S > and ’ as such > th ey took active pin 
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in the endless fights between the Persian and Byzan¬ 
tine Empires. Thus in the alternating fortunes of: war 
they came to know the weaknesses of these powerful 
neighbours, as also the wealth and splendour of their 
cities. Riches have always exercised a mighty spell 
over the Arabs, and it was the main business of these 
buffer States to stay the overflow of the Arab hordes 
across the frontier in quest of gold. Even in pre- 
Islamite times this was attempted. In the second half 
of the fifth century the powerful tribe of Kinda— 
having its seat in Central Arabia—succeeded to a 
kind of overlordship over other tribes. It formed a 
confederacy—of a very simple sort to be sure—under 
the leadership of its kings. In 480 a.d. one such king 
—Hajar—made an unsuccessful attack upon Hira. 
But this failure was compensated by the successful 
invasion of Palestine by Al-Harith in 496 a.d., and 
the payment of the Roman Emperor of a heavy sum 
to get rid of him from there. Encouraged by his 
success this very Al-Harith sought, now, to take Hira 
bv storm, but he was not strong enough to cope with 
the situation. Fortune forsook him, the Kindites 
deserted him, and in 529 he met his death at the 
hands of his enemies. The confederacy of Kinda then 
lost its weight and importance. Thus, at the begin¬ 
ning of the seventh century Central Arabia was not 
even externally organized as a State. This makes it 
all the more remarkable that precisely that portion 
of Arabia which was wholly uninfluenced by the 
neighbouring civilizations should be the issuing-point 
of the great Islamic movement. That the real pro¬ 
pelling cause was not religious but economical is now 
pretty well acknowledged. But its details are still 
obscure and unknown. An ingenious theory explains 
the dessication of Arabia as the cause of the Arabian 
Volkenvandcrung. Whatever may be the causes which, 
in conjunction with the rise of Islam, led to the world- 
historical revolution, the conditions of Inner Arabia, 
favourable to Islam— according to our present know- 
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Jedge—may be thus summarized, 
i _ Corresponding to the double nature of the country 
its inhabitants fall into two groups: the settled and 
the nomadic. The contrast between the two, however 

/ u . nOC V ,0 acute - , In many things the towns-fblk 
betray their nomadic origin, and share the striking 

characteristics of the Beduins. For instance, to suit 

the changing season, it is not rare for settled cultivn 

tois and even towns-folk to migrate and wander from 

one place to another. On the other hand, the nomads 

are no mere gypsies who roam about for the sheer 

ove of roaming. The lands which they occupy witT 

f M. herds , are a wa Y s selectcd on account of their 

and is found in the great steppes, there the nomadic 
cultivators settle, and similarly, wherever a rich spring 

grows up a market-place, a village, even a to? In 
spite therefore, of the absence of a political organize 
ion there were in Centra! Arabia large townt and 
!!l a j e . S whoS / J mhabitants, like the nomads, cherished 

tribal ties and upheld tribal rights 

the S 3 le ’ ^ d r eed ’ Were the legal ideas of the Beduin ■ 
the first and foremost was his right to personal 

whki united i t S h^° t H-‘ h ? an r ding ‘ 1>e lie of kinshi P 
to the South or to the North-Arabian group Since 

S e ZTred° nal T S ' ,U?gle for existence Arabia 

de r ve g Io„ eS ri deSt! ' 0yed ,T Sense of national unity 

.ng ftleTf seFf‘S' 3 ? part T larism • «ch tribedeeml 

Rlrer a H^ V g CtimS f ° r murde C robbefy and plunde^ 

«o°f° 

CZgll If ^ the^n^l 115 ^ t0 WhiGh the ° ffend - 

struggle for existence split the 
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Beduins up into fragments and made thern hostile to 
each other, the common fight against stubborn and 
malignant Nature drew them closer together ; and the 
result was the one duty which the old Bedums acknow¬ 
ledged and which they carried to a fault—hospitality. 

Not unlike the oldest South auid North-Arabian 
States which waxed and waned with the rise and tall 
of commerce—in Central Arabia, too, commerce 
accompanied culture and civilization The Arabs 
always had a passion for aromatics, and they imported 
these in great abundance—particularly musk Irom 

India. From India also, via Aden, came the best 
swords, and from ./Ethiopia, by ship, came slaves. In 
addition to the import of these articles which were 
distributed to all parts of Arabia, there was a heavy 
inland trade in native goods. South Arabia supplied 
superfine leather and valuable materials for dress. 
North Arabia supplied corn and weapons. At Al-rlira 
flourished a saddle industry. But how was trade 
possible amidst plunder and feud? And, how, again, 
in view of the territorial peculiarity of Arabia, where 
between cultivated lands the desert intervened ma - 
ing intercourse difficult, and wellnigh impossible? 
Against the perils of insecurity the Arabs—from time 
immemorial—sought and found a remedy in the intro¬ 
duction of a holy truce. While eight months were allotted 
to the savage sport of feuds, four were set apartlor 
complete peace and cessation of hostilities. Ol these 
four months three followed in unbroken succession 
the eleventh, the twelfth and the first month of the 
year—the fourth fell in the middle of the year and 
called a sudden halt to strife. While the three succes¬ 
sive months of the peace were reserved for religion 
the fourth was set apart for commerce. For the one 
as for the other purpose the Beduins of Arabia 
came to the inhospitable but none the less easily 

accessible Hijaz ; for Hijaz was accessible alike from 

the South, from the North, and from the West. Every 
tribe, in its own territorial limits, had one or several 
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holy stones, trees or springs—sufficient to satisfv its 
modest religious needs. But as far back as memory 
can go, Hijaz has served as a meeting-place of many 
tribes, and as such the sacred things there have borne 
the same relation as local things do to things national. 
This may well have been the reason why a black stone 
in Mekka, set up in a cube-shaped building, called 
the Kaba, acquired a more and more spreading repu¬ 
tation, and the ceremonies connected therewith and 
the rest of the sacred things in Mekka a wider and 
wider recognition.* The result, in the end, was that 
the performances of these ceremonies—the Umra of 
Mekka—came to be regarded as an inviolable duty 
in a large portion of Arabia. In the valley of Arafa 
some miles north-east of Mekka, in Muzdalifa two 
hours’ journey from Arafa, and in Mina two hours’ 
journey further still, offerings were made to certain 
idols. Even the worship of these idols, inter-connected 
with one another by a process of running (Hajj) from 

°|?pP ace to t ^ ie other, became the universal worship 
ot Central Arabia. Thus, in the months of the sacred 
peace, the Hajj and the Umra were performed by 
many thousands of Arabs. Hijaz, therefore, even in 
the pre-Islamite times, was the centre of the religious 
Rte ot the Arabs. As everywhere, wherever a lan?e 
concourse of men takes place, so here trade throve 

hew ? ? atural accompaniment of trade, the most 
delightful feature of the Umra and the Hajj was the 

great annual market held in the sacred neighbour¬ 
hood. Here Arab life and activity reached their 
culminating point. The old Arabs made a sort of 
wine from dates, honey, wheat and barley. To their 
own native wines the Jews and the Christians added 
nes made of grapes. These wines they brought to 

the ’ and there ’ in the wine booths, sat 

elasse, r ! d ^ Sert ’ s T ping wines out of CU P S a nd 

girls provided for the enhancement of their joy 

* For further information, see Khuda Bukhsh, Islamic Civilization, pp. 48-50. 
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Among the traders and professional men who set up 
their stalls, the farrier and the veterinary surgeon 
rolled into one played an important role. The live¬ 
liest interest was evinced in the various competitors 
who sought distinction at these gatherings. Here the 
poets recited their verses, and here the young 
ants submitted their works to the judgment of the 
masters. In fine—whoever wished to make a name 
in Arabia must do so here in the markets of Hijaz , in 
Uqaz, in Dhul Majas, in Mekka. When the market 
was over—Dhul Majas and Uqaz became empty and 
lost their importance. Mekka, however, developed 
into a powerful town and, after the fall of the 
Himyarite rule in South Arabia, became the most 
flourishing city of Arabia. This pre-eminence it 
secured, not by its sanctuary, for every market-place 
had its own—not even by its fair, for other places had 
fairs, too—still less by its geographical position, for it 
lay in an inclement, barren basin, lo what then 
must we ascribe this ascendency of Mekka ? To the 
intellectual superiority of the Quraish, as Julius 
Wellhausen has conclusively proved. Happy relations 
with the Northern Semites—particularly the Jewish 
element—may have influenced the intellectual awa- 
kening of the Mekkans. Commerce which extended 
to Syria, to Al-Hira, to South Arabia, certainly 
brought fresh stimulus and aspiration to them. ^Thus 
it was that, amongst the men who' could read and 
write before Islam, a proportionately large number 
were Mekkans. We would, perhaps, have hesitated 
unconditionally to credit this information had we not 
known that Mohamed’s first wife—trained in pre- 
Islamic days—carried on an extensive commerce of 
her own throughout the whole of Arabia. In spite or 
a lack of official organization—in matters of common 
concern we find, according to Wellhausen, a clear¬ 
sighted public spirit in Mekka, such as we find no¬ 
where else in Arabia. Although every family was 
essentially autonomous, yet the interest of the town 
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was placed fust and foremost. There —■there was the 
authority. The beginnings of a real town-organization 
are manifest—simple and small indeed—but none the 
less very remarkable in Arabia. 

Thus, in the Vlth and the beginning of the Vllth 
century, in Mekka and in the fairs ofHijaz, we best 
perceive the real need of the free Arab and the nature 
of his civilization. JWhat the Arab lacked was the 
consciousness of national unity. For him there existed 
only the tribe and the family, but no Arab nation. 
^ at . f* e further lacked was a sense of subordination. 
The idea that subordination was necessary, even a 
virtue, was an idea absolutely foreign to him True 
enough, the Arabs had tribal chiefs, and to these 

u- e r S evei ? showed regard and respect, but no 
chief had the right to command, and no one the duty 

to obey. These were the two striking defects of the 
Arab. To obviate them no one had hitherto dreamed 
or striven. Apart from these defects, they were yet a 
primitive but not an unimpressionable people 

The buildings of Mekka—including the town-hall 
and the Kaba did not show any great skill or ex- 
penence in architecture, and when we hear of 
Mohamed cleaning the Kaba of idols and removing 
the nriage °f a pigeon, our illusion vanishes on being 

. j T a * the 1 " 1 . a § , r was the image made out of palm 
r md. lAk out fh isjti me the artistic tast e of th~ A --’ 

showea itselfmamlynTpoetry ancfelbquence. ATTHe 

court ° -Hira, at the fair of Uqaz—everywhere 

wliehe people met and offered prizes—there the p^ 

annparpr) ^a declaimed^-—---- F 


npi‘ ^ —tiic /i asiaas. 

Al^hadf”^ ^ ere K ^ n al j ke in their conventionality. 

Ah had for their subject description of the loved-one• 

G f came , and of horse . account Qf > 

in? hom ° r v hunt i occasionally a picture of a drink- 
ing-bout. Very rarely do we catch a breath of real 

but Sdmire tb hlS f maSS of versific ation, yet we cannot 
and the keen observations of the nature therei n g Nor 
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can we withhold our tribute of admiration for their 
gift in using to advantage the materials they had at 
their command. /And_ to their cr edi t Too it is that they 
found a large audience and 'wide appreciation, that 
these political productions in the Vlth century—in 
the last pre-Islamic century—show a power and 
beauty never attained again, and that contempoTane- 
ously with this poetical efflorescence there came the 
development and cultivation of the Arabic script. 
All this suggests an intellectual awakening for which 
we cannot fully account. These facts explain the 
existence in Arabia and specially in Mekka of men 
who were dissatisfied with the existing religion and 
who sought light in Christianity and Judaism and 
built up a sort of eclectic religion, at once new and 
progressive. It is not, therefore, strange that when 
Mohamed appeared on the scene he was regarded as 

one of these seekers after truth. 

In this connexion the condition of Inner Arabia, 
in the Vlth and the Vllth centuries, offers a strik¬ 
ing resemblance to the condition of South-Eastern 
Germany about this time. From the beginning to the 
end of the Vllth century Frankish missionaries 
traversed the country and strove to introduce Chris¬ 
tianity, but with exceedingly small success. They 
succeeded no better than did the Hanifs—the seekers 
after truth,—of Mekka, whose teachings were of no 
avail against the tenacious conservatism of the Arabs. 

By the time that Christianity was firmly established 
in Southern Germany the whole face of the world 
had changed. Long before Bishop Rupprecht (696) 
helped Christianity to victory in Bavaria—in the East 
the Heathen Empire of the Persians had fallen to 
pieces, and the leading Christian Power—the Byzan¬ 
tine Empire—had lost its best provinces—Syria and 
Egypt. And in the midst of the brilliant centres of 
civilization in Ctesiphon, in Damascus, in Alexandria, 
Sons of the Desert established themselves and ruled, 
representing a wholly new religion—Islam. 




CHAPTER II 


MOHAMED 

It is characteristic of all religions to impress their 
stamp on human history; and founders, prophets 
and apostles play their part in the civilization of their 
age and people. But never, in so rapid and direct a 
manner, has any religion achieved such world-affect- 
mg changes as Islam has achieved. And never has 
the setter forth of a new religion been so complete a 
master of his time and people as Mohamed was. It 

devHn^^’ h ? p ^ less to ex Pect to understand the 
development of the people who, through Islam be¬ 
came the carriers and interpreters of its civilization 

Without knowing the “ teachings ” which swayed tS 

civilization ; and, again, equally hopeless is i/to sever 
Aose “ .each.ngs " from the man who taught them 

and politics; his politics and the cultural dS 
ment of his people, are, as a whole, so closelv inter- 
wined m the Islamic edifice, that they must be con- 
i ere together in their alternating interplay We 

to were deemed well-established® havebeen made nf 
TWIT tT'f” by recent critical investigations' 

S ® r he 
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Arabia—hitherto averse from any religious specula¬ 
tion.— an d its meeting centre, Hijaz, a peculiar yearn¬ 
ing for a better religion had been awakened, and that 
Christianity and Judaism were not unknown to most 
men, nay, had even been accepted by a few, we need 
not wonder that IVIohamed, from a simple merchant, 
suddenly became a religious teacher, thinking more 
and more of one God ; of the Lord who created him 
from a clot of blood; of the Most High who, by 
written revelation, taught men what they knew not. 

According to the old biographers the Prophet 
believed he had heard the first words from the other 
world in a trance. The extreme excitement which 
these words caused only subsided when, several 
months after, he heard the following words in a second 
vision :—O thou enwrapped in thy mantle ! Arise and 
warn ! Magnify thy Lord ! And the abomination—flee 
it! And bestow not favours that thou mayest receive 
again with increase. And for thy Lord wait thou 

patiently.t , . , 

Not without reason the faithful biographers regard 
this as the first revelation and the starting-point of 
Mohamed’s prophetic career. His whole subsequent 
life-work appears to them naught but an amplification 
of this vision. He became an admonisher of his nation, 
the glorifier of his Lord, a messenger of the severe 
laws of puritv, and the founder of social equality 
among the Faithful. Long and toilsome, however, 
was the path that led to that devout consummation, 
for Mohamed was diffident by nature, and hesitated 
considerably before delivering his message to the 
Quraish. Thus it was some years before the number 
of the Faithful reached about forty. But, however 
small the band might be, the organizing power ot 

Islam soon revealed itself.J . . 

The official prayer, or common prayer—rich in cere- 


. * Geiger. Judaism and Islam and Wright, Early Christianity. ^ 
t See 8 my Mohamed—The Prophet of God , (Calcutta Review, 

1923), p. 441. t ^ t TTT 

£ Muir’s L\fe qf Mohamad , Vol. Ill, p« 


September, 
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monials—is as old as Islam itself. Probably Chris¬ 
tianity and Judaism inspired its form of worship • but 
however that may be, among Muslims it acquired a 
special force and significance. The wish correctly to 
carry out the prescribed prostration and bending of 
the body led by itself to the joint prayer being per¬ 
formed according to a model and under a lead_ 

Mohamed himself mostly leading the prayer. Who¬ 
ever has seen the Muslims assembled at praver in 
rows, carrying out the observances with astonishing 
uniformity order, and dignity, will not fail to recoe- 
nize the educative value of this disciplinary praver 

£ eed m 0n f remember that ^ was a proud race 
which yielded to no stranger’s will; a people, wanting 

entirely in the sense of obedience-and we will re¬ 
cognize, at once, the importance of this form of 
prayer in awakening and maintaining a spirit of dis¬ 
cipline. For this reason, to be sure, the prayer-ground 

o"lS JU ?h y r “ , deSCribed as the first drill-ground 

ot Islam. The regular meeting of all the faithful at 

this common prayer nourished the spirit of solidarity 
^planted the feeling of the equality of man In 

there had been, a solidarity only within the circle of 
ood relations. Pride of family, of descent, of wealth 
i P° wer ’ r a ” d contempt for the less prosperous and* 

?* P wf U t th u CSe Were the raain features of Arab 

lishing an alliance, embracing the rich and the poor 
a ike, on equal terms, and in striking an effective 
blow at the narrow family and tribal unions—he 
paved the way for the unity of divided Arabia F™ 
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Islam—yet its success, however partial, is proof posi¬ 
tive of the profound influence of the new ideas on 

Arab Heathenism. . r * i 

Besides the common prayer, the conception of social 

equality was an innovation peculiar to Islam. Help 

and maintenance of the poor thus became a sacred 

trust. It was left no longer to individuals to give what 

they pleased, but the poor-tax (zakat) became an 

obligatory duty, and was collected m a central 

treasury, and administered therefrom. 

Unfortunately, on Mohamed’s life and work and 
its progress for the first ten years of Islam, we have 
but scant information. What we have are mere y 
short episodes from these eventful years, relating to 
the struggles against prevailing customs On these 
stray and fitful data light is thrown by the Qur an 
the traditions, and the later Arab historians. We see 
Mohamed wrestling with mdifference, 
distrust on the part of the Quraish. We hear hl ™ 
announcing in thunderous terms the terrors of the 
approaching Day of Judgment. But we do not notice 
hi/ flock increasing. After ten years Mohamed s 
followers were scarcely more numerous than. Y 

were in the earliest times. The position of the ruling 
families of Mekka was not so much against the new 
teachings as against the social and political revolu 

tions which they sought to introduce. A g lanc ^ ** ^ 
constitution of the small community suffices to prove 
the displeasure and disquiet of the Qpraish. In this 
new society not only were tribal differences wiped 
out, but even the ancient division between f r e e m 
and slaves was threatened with extinction And th 
violence with which they sought to remove the slaves 
from the influence of the Prophet had a new and 
unsuspected consequence; the emigration of the 
cioles of the Prophet to Abyssinia. Whatever may 
have been the aim and object of the emigran s; a:n 

whatever the reason which brought them back to 

their homes, the small community formed a close 


, a tr ynl •'« rsL f >> '•* 

r b* J & K L ^g- — 
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circle, and showed a spirit of obdurate defiance 
against the traditional practices of the Arabs. The 
apprehensions of the Qnraish may well be imagined. 
Were we to follow his lead, said they, we would be 
uprooted from our country. 

The persecutions to which Mohamed was exposed 

in Mekka, and the failure of his mission there, have 

only this much historical interest for us, that they 

urged him on to seek fresh fields for his activity. 

Emigrations increased, conversions decreased, and the 

Mekkans worried themselves no longer, in the belief 

that the Prophet had failed in his efforts. When even 

the attempt of the Prophet to make converts in the 

neighbouring town of Taif had proved futile—he 

lost heart, and waited, resigned in seclusion, for the 

time of the pilgrimage, and the divine peace of the 
v year 620 a.d. 

For years had Mohamed attended the great Fair 
of Uqaz, to announce his teachings there; for there 
met the Beduins of entire Central Arabia and the 
neighbouring towns; there the ambitious exhibited, 
in rivalry, their best productions; there poets de¬ 
claimed their finest literary efforts. However slender 
—in comparison with his expectations—the“ success, 
the Prophet gradually found there people sympathe¬ 
tic to his preachings. These were the inhabitants of 

the town of Yathrib.* _ 

Since remote times Yathrib, four days’ journey 
north of Mekka, has been an important station on the 

commercial route to Syria. In pre-Christian days 
Jews and Judaised Arabs ruled this town, but since 
the fifth century they had shared this rule with the 
tribes of Aus and Khazraj who had migrated there 
trom South Arabia. Living thus side by side with the 


54) D ThS n M e l?’ S - tran ? lation of Samhudi (Gesch. der Stadt Medina, p. 
Siiwaidh' fi f Q Medlnit f e , who acc epted the teachings of the Prophet was 
et d ThTr 3 ’ Samit ?!r ‘j 6 fa ™ 1 h r of Amr bin al-Aus. Nicholson, pp. 169 
rinWhe Helots TV" M . cd ‘ na f° ur pnncipal parties : the Refugees (Muhaji- 
Nicholso^ p P 171 (AnS3r) ’ tHc HyP ° Crites (Munafique) and the Jews (Yahud) 
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Tews the Arabs were by no means ignorant of the 
ideas of revelation, of recompense after death, of 
ceremonial purity. And these ideas, in all outer 
seeming, had greatly undermined the influence of 
Arab heathenism. Among such people Mohamed was 
vcrv sympathetically listened to. In the year 620 a.d. 
he managed specially to interest some Yathnbitesm 
his cause. In the following year these Yathribites 
introduced six of their town’s folk to him, and dis¬ 
cussed with him the question of his reception into 
Medina. This was followed in .the year 622 by a 
deputation of seventy-five men, who brought to the 
Prophet the consent of the Yathribites to leceive him 
and his followers in their midst. Thus the so-called 
“ Flight ” was no flight at all, but was a scheme ol 
migration carefully considered for two years, but 
which could only be secretly given effect to for fear 
of apprehended violence on the part of the Qpraish. M 
In croups, some 200 men, including those that had 
come back from Abyssinia, thus proceeded to \ athnb. 

On the 24th of September, 622, Mohamed, who was 
the last to leave Mekka with his people, met 

followers at Quba, to lead the entr y, ^ Xf thr . 1 1 :' 
This is the celebrated Hegira from which dates the 

Muslim era. It is a turning-point m the life and 

work of the Prophet—the great turning-point in the 


history of Islam. , 

The man who just left Mekka, and the man who 

now entered Medina, seem to be two different men. 


* I do not agree with all this. I have fully discussed this subject inmy 
solve problems which could not have arisenm 

«'3rS"'™w.rBu,... H.H s 

Medina his life was simple and austere— free from P°™P P . Qnc 

Ta^n a?d e one r °o P nly-the gYoryrf Warn, TW 

^JtS^L'SSSS. ti. ay ir *. ytfsi 

,«Sf8SSr 
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d he formei was an ideal preacher of a perfect reli¬ 
gion who, for the convictions, cheerfully endured 
scorn and persecutions, and who sought no other dis¬ 
tinction than that of being acknowledged a messenger 
of God. There is no trace of love of power in him— 
nothing to indicate that he was striving to set up a 
state organization at the head of which he wished to 
preside. Of social reforms the one thing that he 
sought to achieve in Mekka—supported bv the doc¬ 
trines of the unity of God and the Day of Judgment ■ 
reinforced by the joys and terrors of Heaven and 
Hell- was the widening of the circle of duties bevond 
the tribe to all the Faithful alike, and to mankind at 
Jarge in the event of their accepting the true faith. - 
He left Mekka as a Prophet, but entered Medina 
as the chief of a community. The “ fugitives ” consti¬ 
tuted a tribe by themselves, and as a corporate body 
were described under the name and stvle of Muhajirin. 
This change of position created fresh problems, set 
new ta^ks ; but Mohamed was quite equal to the occa- 

!i° n j- T i Pr ? phet now retires into the background— 
the diplomatist now comes forward. The Prophetship 

is, now, only an ornament of the ruler; an effective 

weapon for establishing, extending, maintaining 

power. In coming to Medina Mohamed became 

more a bringer of peace than the preacher of a faith 

nmh r Crein prec, ' el y Ia y the need of Medina and the 
path to power. For more than a century the inhabi- 

-had°h Medina 7 t} ? e jw tribes of Aus and Khazraj 

in a t L^ en r 1 ” terlocked ln bitterest enmity, and lived 

| | • | It was the hope that 

Mohamed might restore peace among them that had 

Mohamedhld^ 1113 ^ 65 ^ Welc 2 me him in their midst. 

seeking protection—protection for himself and his 

shecr r force°of U, - magnwfc “1"subduing ^ **7 a “ *° his wil1 b V the 

StoT* (cmain , 0 „„ ^, hing » om g ^™ b f " 
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persecuted fol ought, above 

132 

Sr t h P S td1he^o nd beh n /vela,: Jure day Islam might, 

eff To a t i Un FSuul‘*h'e four-c<r„ered courtyard of 
meeting. A^coramg out into the courtyard, 

t £3 SSH 53 

se-ssssass* 

S&--H5SSSSS 

square-shaped^From this exceedingly staple sea. of 

peculiar devotion to each other s interests thc * brot her becoming 
in case of death it superseded the cl ^ s ° d This peculiar custom lasted 

£S= S iu KM £&£!£S£ 

StleKluVco,™." 

J "ttS? KM; 
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the Prophet in the “ assembly chamber ” gradually 

grew, under Christian influence, the pulpit_on 

which, early indeed, special artistic efforts were ex¬ 
pended. Just as this simple structure was a prelude 
to the Islamic art of the future, so measures, devised 
to meet the requirements of the moment, but marked 
with an extraordinary insight, became the basis of 
the proud edifice of the Islamic Empire. Among these 

P v CC u m u St be assi S ned to the various treaties 
with the Yathnbites, with the Arab Heathens and 

thejews which Mohamed concluded while at Medina. 

M J he ; S ?'u alled " ()rdinanc e regulating the community of 
Medina shows so rare a statesmanship and is of such 
far-reaching importance that we must acquaint our¬ 
selves with its main provisions. The most noticeable 
ftature of this document is the passage “ you form a 

community as against mankind .” Here we encounter 

something novel and strange in Arabia. This startling 
idea finds its amplification in the statement: “ Godf 
protection is meant for one and all : the protection of the 

? n ai *y“ l ; s th f b ° unden dut y <f oil The Faithful are pledged 
to protect each other against the entire world.” Hitherto the 

md.v.dual Arab had no other protection than that of 

his family or that of his patron. Mohamed rid him- 

self, at one stroke, of the old Arab conception which 

ad^ th( ;. Mekkans themselves back from adopting 

him. And with it he dissolved the old ties • broke 

.h7p n r„tctionof r 4,’ an p P ' aCed ever y Muslim under 
e protection of the entire community of the Faithful 

M322£StSS SJSSS 

■n the iS t ron a of "he Cal'ipla^ 0 ^ Sh ° WS lts ™portance 

‘ 10 * n Cf. Muir," Vo, M {n a ^ Med e m a ) n pp' U 62; n 63 ld,S tranSla ' 

pertode. Chapters 1 and 2. 5 ’ D Mohammeda ™ch e -Arabische Kultur - 
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laying down the basis of an Islamic Empire. But, in 
reality, they were only intended to deal with the 
problems of the day. Mohamed was merely thinking^ 
of securing himself and his flock from the violence of 
the unfaithful Mekkans, and of avenging any wrong 
that might be done to him or to them. He would not 
disclose to the Yathribites who had received him as a 

Peacemaker— before the actual conclusion ot the 

treaty—his scheme of revenge ; and had, therefore, to 
give a complexion to the treaty which concealed its 
real aim. Similarly he entered into an agreement 
with the Jews which was set down in a treaty. It looks 
like a defensive alliance pure and simple, until we 
come to the last clause, which really deprives the 
Tews of all benefit under it. “ When the Jews are 
invited to peace they should accept peace, and when 
the Tews invite the Faithful to peace they have to¬ 
wards them precisely the same duty as the Jews, except 
war for religion's sake." That war for religion was the 
ultimate aim of the Prophet’s policy— particularly a 
war of revenge against Mekka—that he was on the 
very brink of translating his intention into fact, and 
undertaking an expedition against Mekka—was never 
suspected, at the time, either by the Jews or the 
Yathribites. It was not, however, difficult to persuade 
the “ fugitives ” to his scheme of things. One only 
needed the right instinct to make use of them : their 
resentment at their exile, their acute home-sickness. 
He nourished and fortified their wrath by exposing 
the poverty and privations of the less lucky fugitives. 
In the evenings he sent for some seventy of thern 

half-naked, destitute, forlorn figures— and placed be¬ 
fore them a bowl of roasted barley, and permitted 
them to sleep under the projecting root ot me 
mosque. And at the same time he assigned greater 
and greater prominence to Mekka in his rehgiou 

system. The Kaba was now transformed into the 

oldest and the most sacred sanctuary ofAllah tor 
had not Allah himself designed its plan, and Abraham 
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sdf the fi°? ! Smail r buiIt l it ? Was «ot Abraham him- 

Kaba And dtd not Abraham hint at the advent of 
n Arabian Frophei after him? Mohamed and the 

fnce fl from C T a H ged fr ° m Jerusalem to Mekka, sever- 
ance xrom Judaism was comnlete anrl *• 1 

Forme rf ^ fixed at the Kaba for ever more.* 

iXh™; 11 ,0 °u ,ate - ind « d > when ,he H °Xm 

r j J evvs and sober-minded converts of Yathrih 

sSSiHiflf 1 SS 

against enemies in his own camp ^ ° SUCCess ’ war 

s5F" ~ ■ £ =' 5 “«£ 

SSonVwhichX ''uLT of North 

commercfalt^u s ’tt^VT/Th" °" 

of the war was to 1,V in !r '[ \ , Ihe first phase 

plunder them when possible Me , kkans and <0 

form of war but mEJ 1 !t was the ° ,d Arab 
with him, while readv to \ as was often the case 
custom which served his nn hlmseIr of any Arab 
to accept its binding fore? Thus CVer -f re P ared 

Mekkans. The nasin f. 1 d P lundered the unwary 

oblivious of th? amazing- n°rn 7 " endered the Muslims 

Prophet, and when he made* dUPC ado P tcd by the 

greater stroke, namely, the capfurTo'fTh' 5 ^ a ye * 
caravan expected from q • a P ture °* summer- 

-e. They on.y ^ & 

Nicholson, pp. 62 - 70 . 
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caravan. The object was not attained. The Mekkan 
leaders got wind of the design, and on this.alarming 
information the entire militia of Mekka some 10 
men with 700 camels and 100 horses—mobilized. It 
managed, by forced marches, to save the caravan 
Thus Awhile the real object of the ambuscade escaped 

their hands, the two armies stood face to face. 

ing the hostilities at an end, the Mekkans waited to 

einoy themselves at Badr—a market-place, an impor- 

tarn caravan station, some 40 miles north of 

and 20 west of Medina. But Mohamed thought 

otherwise and now sought war. He kn 
superiority of his small band over the numerical 
strength of the Quraish, and would not let an oppor- 

people were made of. The new religion had equipped 

th c quondam Mekkans with qualities ' un ^ no ^ h t ^ed 
Arabs : discipline and contempt for death. Mohamed 

had inculcated discipline by re Pf^ e h d pv re g^ n ^ d His 
Prophet ” This was the refrain of many a sura. T 

perfected by ?h« practice of public prayers^ Con^p, 
Hotels rf pamdisewhkdi lemptingy -angled before 

ISSS JffiSSL -« Srt 

bt”’"the people of citadels and coa, of - 

L r ™ed h , e o IheXra'nd 1 incursions of the Beduins, 
aS when these attacked them on h-seback the, 
met them on foot, or retired, in c 

fortified towns, of which there were many in the 

ne Sr p U hne 0 t 0d and contempt for death were thus the 

• t ^e'ouTda’Jc 1 kZlMs, pp. 79-82. She quotes from Georges Darter 
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gifts of the Prophet; experience in warfare (fighting 

in close, compact array) the contribution of the 
Yathribites, to Islam. 

When the Quraishites, on the 16th of March, 
advanced towards Badr, the Muslims awaited them 
m close, compact array. Mohamed himself, with a 
staff in his hand, went up and down the line and 
arranged them. And when, after the old traditional 
prefimmanes of war, namely, challenge in words, the 
JVlekkan cavalry burst upon the columns of Mohamed, 
they, without wavering for an instant, firmlv held 
t eir ground. This was something novel, somethin^ 
astounding to the Mekkans. They turned their horses 
and went back to their places without shedding a 

dr v°- P u° f i b °j d '.„ Th , IS was f °Nowed by single combats 
which lasted till the evening—Mohamed watching 

each alternating course in intense excitement. Bv 
sunset most of the Mekkan leaders had fallen, and the 
entire Mekkan army showed signs of flight. Mohamed 
realized that the opportunity had come for his troops 
t°.reap the harvest of discipline. He stepped forward 
raised a handfu of dust and flung it at the enemy! 

reread and fled. This was the fir* vie torious £at£ 
of Islam. We have closely followed its course, for it 
s ows the superiority of the Muslims over their fellow- 
countrymen. All later military successes of Islam 
were due to the qualities which were now for th^ 
first tune brought forth and developed among the 
Arabs . discipline and contempt for death We will 
now therefore proceed to consider the effect of the 

Yathrib is <he'“ to^TS-MS^VaYofr^^: 1 
anctent name van.shes-out of sight, out of mind! 

T d ' r " f? iU,,r y discipline ha, 
Islamic discipline { P g nd reflect. How different was the 
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The largest portion of the still unconverted Arabs 
now voluntarily accept Islam without demur or hesi¬ 
tation. The Jews were the only powerful section 

whose conversion could not be expected <t 

About this time we clearly find, writ large, _ love 
of power and vengeance ” as cardinal pombm the 

unlimited rule'in Medina-hence the banishment of 
the Tews; whereas vengeance cried for the subjuga 
tion of Mekka. It was anticipated that the Beduin 
would submit when Mekka fell, but it was not quite 
desirable that it should be so, for no plunder was 

permissible within the pale of Islam. 

The campaign of annihilation against the Jews was 

carried on according to the old tried maxim: Divide 

et imftera Within a month after the battle of Badr one 

selves 6 —was attacked by the “ fugitives,” besieged m 

their houses, and, after an unconditional surrender 
was banished from the town. Before a snndar fam 
could be dealt out to the two remaining Jewish tribes, 
namely the tribes of Nadir and Quraiza, Mohamed s 
attention was diverted to the M^ka who were 

cavalry Confident of victory Mohamed advanced 
towards them with only 700 men and came to battle 
at the foot of the mountain of Ohod-th teqm ir 

r Ur>nr\ iournev from Medina, lne Dame pio- 

Pressed unfavourably for the Prophet. His instructtons 
Resumed a discipline far too rigid for the young army 
,° maintain and die re advice , Mohamed 

Sd Stldoned 50 mchers on the left wing of the column 

32 -3? -rr^»?w^ do£ do 

‘' 0, B,inhe 0 pro;imt P had overrated the power of to 
authority as against the natural instincts of his troops. 

♦ I do not accept this view. It is untrue and unjust. 
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When the Mekkans wavered and left the booty to the 
Muslims, even the archers—contrary to their instruc¬ 
tions—left their post to share in the spoils. A leader of 

the Mekkan cavalry—a born commander—perceived 


the weakness of the Medinites, and attacked them in 
the rear. In the confusion of the renewed battle 
Mohamed was wounded, and the M uslims surrendered 
the field. Thus the second battle of Islam was a defeat ! 
Mohamed, however, soon got over this momentary 

This, too, was due to his personal superiority. 
While the Mekkans lacked a leader to help them in 
reaping the fruit of their victory, the Prophet, by 
words of comfort, by booty-seeking expeditions, by the 
expulsion of the two remaining Jewish tribes—Nadir 
and Q,uraiza—conquered the dangers that threatened 
his authority in Medina and roused once again the 
flagging spirits of the Faithful. Only a year after by 
appearing with 1,500 followers at the market’ of 
adr, Mohamed rehabilitated his prestige and vindi¬ 
cated his honour before the whole of Central Arabia 
Gradually but surely the Mekkans realized that their 
commerce, their position in Arabia, their very exis- 
tence, were at stake unless Medina was effectively 

A and r crushed in lts new exploiting career. 

And thus, after two years of strenuous endeavour 

lnd y n a U rM t0g R et ^ er ^ ^"7 ° f 10,000-partly Mekkans 

and partly Bedums. Beduins as allies of towns-folk • 
Beduins as a constituent element in a great army— 

historv r of 0 T h ’ Wa l a 7 CW P henomenon ^ the military 
history of Inner Arabia. It was due, doubtless to the 

pressing need of the moment, to the desire to’uproot 
a nd d ? , r °y , he disquieting element in their country 

thTrl rr the , less efficient to wreck and^uin 

the town ^ d A U ?u ° n the I llI ‘P r °tected northern side of 
e town, and there took up his position with an army 
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of some 3,000 men. If the ditch threw the Mekkans 

out of calculation, want of discipline among the 
Beduins, inclemency of the weather, untiring delence 
and vigilance of the Muslims did the rest. In the 
darkness of the night the besieging army, weary and 

dispirited, retired after a three weeks’ siege. 

Thus Medina was saved from a danger which would 
have meant utter annihilation—particularly so as the 
Tews, still there, were co-operating with the Mekkans 
to that end. The result of the “ Battle of the Ditch 
was a fresh victory of organization over sheer mass 


P With a keen insight Mohamed followed up this 
success. imposed on the treasonable Jews due 

punishment'.** Medina was now entirely at his feet. 
It was of greater moment to him to keep the Bedums 
in check than to convert them to Islam. Mekka was 
no longer to be either feared or scorned. The Prophet 
now sought to win it over. On the basis of a treaty 
which shows wonderful self-restraint on his part, he 

visited Mekka in the year 629.| Mohamed knew that 
his work would now speak for itself. The most intelli¬ 
gent of the Mekkans clearly perceived that his work 
could no longer be stayed or ended, and with equal 
clearness they also perceived that the importance of 
Mekka was in no way thereby threatened or assailed. 
No wonder, then, that in the circumstances the best 

military leaders of Mekka—Amr and Khalld 7T 
over to Mohamed, in whose service they would find 
a far more favourable field for their talents and activity 

than thev would with the Mekkans. 

Henceforward Mohamed’s army was invincible 

within Arabia. He was now master of the situation 

and could deal with the tribes as he wished, but the 

time was not yet ripe for campaigns abroad—for wars 

with the powers surrounding his native country. An 


jassi aswrt* « BaASttMM' 

+ The treaty was concluded in 628. 
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yet Mohamed about this time came into collision with 
one of them—the Eastern Empire. The murder of 
fifteen Muslims on the Syrian frontier sufficed to in- 
duce the Prophet to send an army of 3,000 to the 
north. In the opinion of his community—in the 
judgment of later historians—it was merely a sense of 
the duty of protection ” that led the Prophet to this 
venture. But the real reasons are unascertained to 
this day. Probably there were economic reasons out- 

rht t thC Pr °P het ’ s P Ia ” J ^ it is strange 

that he did not accompany this campaign ; in fact 

he predicted its defeat. The Muslim army met the 

Muta r T n rl d n d n bet c ter C P ui PP ed R — army 
alternating success, was beaten back. The Prophet 

receded the remnant with words of consolation. The 

i! beS ; ^ h ° had h ° ped tor a momen t to shake 
the yoke of the Prophet, were soon convinced that it 

him m °Th- t0 thCir 1 " terCSt t0 be With him than gainst 
At l ast the year 630 saw the P fa]1 Qf 

The M T WCarying P ersistenc e and sagacious efforts 

The Muslim army-10,000 strong-met with no re 

enfency "If " 1 thetOWn with “feme 

rophet and dangerous to his cause—were sentenced 

propr,clary rights were left unaffected To the 

remover? tpu^ the idols within were 

the sanctuary''ofVh 3 “"'missioned to destroy 

that of Suwa in the lf„H UzZ J L" Nakhla - 

•T hus Mohamed attained the summit of his 

t K'r P h, 272 ' K " h1 ' ■>• »'°- 

■nd the .u^ry ' dM,.*' ' if '- W ° rk » f “« Prophet, 
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ambition The curiously anomalous position of the 
individual Beduin tribe, as over .against. he great 

behind whom stood a more or less powerful tribe, 
rm „ *u e Question of conversion from a political ang 

“M'SE from r, i« ma But beTt 

Against heathenism he strove, in the name of AUah 

ing of new-born girls; to unite tne nu 
1 ~ wnrk of amity and concord, to oar uie 

dreadful gates of witHhe 

S3 SSSSl- he^/^sigh {of hisainn 

faith, so long as they did not coli ositio n which 

iliSSESi t 


* Tulius Braun, Gemilde der Mohamedanische Welt, pp. 78-81. 
on p. 88, Goldziber, Mohamed and Islam, pp. 1 
t Krehl, p. 140 et seq . 


See Note (1) 
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person. For unknown reasons Mohamed stationed 
an army of 30,000 strong at Tabuk, on the frontier 
of the Chassamde Empire, and, without single military 
operation, concluded treaties with the Christian 
rrince of Ayla and some Jewish tribes of the Smith * 
According to these treaties Jews and Christians could 
be taken into the protection of the Islamic coinnumitv 
as against payment of a capitation-tax. In Islam 
there were two classes of tax-pavers—the Faithful who 
paid the poor-tax (£akal) and the professors of mono¬ 
theistic religions who paid the capitation-tax ( K'hvai ) 
As against the payment of this tax the Islamic Empire 
was responsible to non-Muslims for the protection of 
their person and property. To the heathens Mohamed 
was less indulgent than to the Jews and Christians 
Nine years after he had settled down in Medina 

through his deputy, Abu Bakr, he had it announced 

at the Mekkan feast that “the heathens were not 

Allah ed KillTh* 6 a r Pllg y ima ^ e to the sanctuaries of 

kill them wherever you meet them! Take them 
prisoners, besiege them, hold every strategic positio^ 

freedom y " W t h Th^ y aCCep ‘ S 

upon Muslim activities, and thus the impulse was 
given to the later propaganda work. This pohey how¬ 
the organized forces of Islam they had no Choice but 

submission. They might believe what they pleased 

but outwardly they must conform to Islam P ’ 

the ann.’, 7 ^ . foll ° wm S y ear > Mohamed came to 
the annual pilgrim feast, there were no longer an? 

Ayla, p. ir i87,°Vol V iv P 'Treaty wfth the^ wi f h J° hn ’ Christian Prince of 
article in Vol. 9 of the a / n . connection Arnold’s masterlv 

the history and le^al as D e^tTf t i. o/ and PP- 765-769 On 

(Columbia University, W16)! ‘° Mo!,am ‘dan Law 
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unfaithful among the thousands that had come to 
hear him. Arabia bowed to the will of one man, and 
yielded to the spell of a higher faith, a loftier morality. 
And lo ! there lay open before her the path to world- 
conquest. Already preparations were m progress tor 
an expedition to the frontiers of the Eastern Empire, 
when, on the 8th of June, 632, the Prophet passed 

aW lTwas now to be decided whether the ideas which 
Islam had implanted in Arabia were themselves 
powerful enough to hold the Arabs together and o 
lead them along the path of glory and conquest, or 
whether it was merely the personality and wisdom oi 
a single man—apart from the religion he founded 
that had so brilliantly triumphed so far. 


* 1 would specially refer the reader to Dr. toddi ^“fST'tolhlh 
wor^consbiac toth ofthe.se scholan Mohw 


ne million. or,n.uy.« n*Wm a in the Mohamed or 

eh iee» two dlatnctncmlly diff « on e continuing trihUtt 

undeviatlng ae^of ^e thow who fa 
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CHAPTER III 


MUSLIM CONQUESTS 

With the death of the Prophet a question of extra- 

0 gnitude—hitherto unthought of—arose : 

the question of his successor. The need for a con¬ 
trolling hand was so obviously pressing in Medina 
that the necessity for a successor was not only not 
called into question but was affirmed and emphasized 
without challenge. But difficult was the problem to 
fix the principles on which the successor was to be 
appointed and, when appointed, to define precisely 
the limits of his power. I his was all the more difficult 
since snapped with Mohamed was the link which 
bound the diverse elements together in Medina. 
Mohamed s companions in flight—ascendant in power 
so tar—now felt, all at once, that they were support¬ 
less strangers at Medina, and the two Medinite tribes 
ot Aus and Khazraj—knit closely together so far by 
Islam awoke afresh to an ancient rivalry. The 
proposal to elect an Amir out of their midst and 
another from the Mekkans reveals, in a most unmis¬ 
takable manner, how very far behind the Mekkans 
were the Medmites in the matter of politics. The 
pioposa if put through — would have seriously 
menaced the prospects of nascent Islam. Urged by 

“f ir , ° ,d instincts, the “fugitives” eagerly 

caught and followed the hint, given to them by the 
Prophet when he chose Abu Bakr to conduct the 
prayer u rmg his illness. Abu Bakr, the most senior 
n age of Mohamed’s kinsmen, his father-in-law, 
ndeed, was thus the successor of the Prophet—a 
successor marked out by the Prophet himself. When 
M>u Bakr, accompained by his followers, repaired to 
ne place where the Medinites had assembled, a 
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dangerous dispute arose between the parties, but the 
fiery Omar managed to save the situation (here again 
Omar followed an old Arab custom) by clasping the 
hand of Abu Bakr—a token of homage. Most of those 
that were present followed Omar’s example, but 
general election by the mass of the people took place 
the following day. No inconsiderable number of in¬ 
fluential men, however, refrained from doing homage 
to the Caliph-elect. These were the Hashimites—the 
kinsmen of the Prophet. This election, be it noted, 
took no account of the principle of hereditary succes¬ 
sion. And yet the Mekkans, ever since their adoption 
of Islam, sought to establish all claims flowing from 
tribal kinship or blood relationship. But be that as it 
mav—in the election of Abu Bakr kinship had no pa.it 
or lot. His authority proceeded from the free election 
of the assembled community. II this form of election 
—traceable, indeed, to pre-Islamite notions and 
customs—had been fixed as the legal standard form 
of election, it would have spelt disaster to the blood 
relations of the Prophet. But in those days theoretical 
consequences were not considered—the immediate 
need of the moment sufficed. But the result was grave 
and far-reaching—every fresh election evoked fresh 
disputes; nav clash of arms. Nor did these early 
Muslims think of settling the mode of election ; nor 
vet of fixing the limits of the Caliph s power. To 
Mohamed they had hitherto looked for guidance in 
all their concerns. In the same spirit they accepted 
his successor. As Mohamed had claimed no distinc¬ 
tion for himself, other than the distinction of leading 
the praver—so also they expected the same of his 
successor. And Medina was deeply interested in 
maintaining this status quo, and in keeping the successor 
of the Prophet within its walls. But different was the 
trend of thought outside those hallowed precincts. 
Arabia had submitted to the personality of the Pro¬ 
phet, and the moment that personality was removed 
bv death the old spirit of feud and resentfulness o 
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restrictions—kept in check by the Prophet—broke 
loose in all its fury. It is noteworthy that, while the 
nomad Arabs expected, from the changed circum¬ 
stances, nothing but immunity from taxes—the settled 
uopulation showed a tendency to substitute their own 
ocal prophets in the place of the Prophet of Medina. 
New prophets arose in different parts of Arabia. 
Possib y these local prophets, even in the days of the 
Prophet, exercised a certain amount of influence— 


though of course, by no means, comparable to that 
wielded by Mohamed. One of them, Maslama, had 

. d c serious attempts at rivalling the 
Prophet. Acknowledged as chief, and honoured as 
prophet by his tribe—the Banu Hanifa, inhabiting 
Yamama—he was daring enough to propose to 
Mohamed that the two prophets should remain in 
peace side by side. Mohamed, though treating 
Maslama as an impostor, yet thought it prudent to 
leave him alone. After Mohamed’s death, Saja’ah, a 
woman of the Banu Tamim, set herself up as a pro¬ 
phetess, and sought alliance with Maslama In the 
north of Medina, Tolaiha held the field as a prophet 
and in Yeman Al-Aswad was acknowledged as a 
prophet of his people. Nowhere, where these prophets 
reigned, was the supremacy of Medina recognized. 
In fact, all the tribes of Najd and southern Hijaz 

closely united together and mightily strove to destroy 
the hegemony of Medina. y 

Arabia was once again on the war path ; and of the 
teachings of the Prophet there was but little trace left 
outside Medina- The Beduins, therefore, combined 

th/m <57 ^ edlna ’ wblcb stood ou b four square, in 

the S' b i7 State , A 7 b i! a ' The Y actually attacked 

to be reconquered for Islam. Violent was the conflict 

the 3. and south ’ but Medina triumphed all 

along the line. The war for the subjugation of 
Yamama, and the overthrow of its prophet Maslama 
was the toughest and the bloodiest. History relates 
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that, with an army of 40,000 men, Maslama crushed 
two distinct Muslim armies, when a third, unde 
Khalid, advanced from the north. Even the terrible 
Khalid—by far the best general of infant Islam 
found it no light task to hold out against the su P<; no *' 

numerical strength of Maslama but the unsubdued 

fervour of the Medimtes, of the fugitives and 
Beduins, gave a power and strength to the Mus 1 m 
armv which enabled it, in the end successfully to 
conquer the forces of Maslama. Maslama had to seek 
safetv within a high-walled garden. Egress being 
impossible, a fierce massacre followed, and Maslama 
fell. The number of the fallen Banu Hanifa piobably 

exaggerated—was estimated at 10 ,0° 0 - But n o les! j 

severe was the loss on the side ol the Muslims, and 
the fear of the Caliph that the death-roll among the 
Companions of the Prophet might endanger the oral 
transmission of the Quran, is eloquently suggestive 
of the extent and enormity of the Muslim casualt 
With the victorv at the “ Garden of death a second 
subjugation of Arabia was almost reassured, it not 
actually achieved. As four years before-so now—the 
subjugated Arabs unhesitatingly poised then spear 
against those who had been their allies and confede 
rates hitherto, and thus, within six months, the spin 
of revolt subsided and faded from Arabia, leaving e 
path clear for the advance of Islam, the ascendancy 
of Medina, the rule of the Caliphs. Arabia had con- 
qucred herself, but with it she had brought upon 

their wake. The nomads saw their flocks des r l r ®>’ eB 
the townsfolk their fields, their commerce. 'Thus the 

long, simmering impulse, to cross tBe f '°J]“ ers °[ ^ 

'countries around, now powerfully avertedItself 
Isl un had forbidden inter-tribal plunder. Islam naa 
concentrated its strength. Islam had given a enmmon 

purpose to its military yentuics. « ? t design 

the Persian and Byzantine Empires suited its design 
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and favoured its progress. Thus under Abu Bakr 
began the victorious campaigns of Islam ; and, once 
set in motion, the Arabs unceasingly pressed forward 
—helped on by events in Arabia itself. A happv 
augury for Islam! In Arabia the transformation of 
conditions had been effected far too rapidlv and 
radically to alter the Arab nature. The old Arab vices 
of particularism and individualism, not absolutely 
extinguished but merely suppressed by Islam, worked 
but in the dark under the first two Caliphs—Abu 
Bakr and Omar. Under Othman and Ali, however 
they once again burst forth. Despite his pietv, Othman 
was the first to give a secular complexion to the 
Caliphate, and to unchain the hitherto restrained 
family spirit. Not without fierce opposition, to be 

!U re r« W ? ? u he Step towards thc secularization of 
the Caliphate taken. It cost Othman his life. This 

catastrophe (a.h. 35) called a halt to Muslim arms * 

which, ever since the death of the Prophet, had known 

naught but victory. These conquering campaigns 

paved the way for Islamic civilization, and we P must 

therefore glance at them.f They began with a move- 

merit in the direction of a country which, since earliest 

times, has been a theatre of Arab immigration name- 

Bann C R ° f th ' Eu P hrates - The chief of the 

Banu Bakr, Muthanna (having his seat in its neigh- 

fora( m he°P S the r Cali P h ’ S P ermissi °" to lead a 

Khahd, who had just returned from the battle known 

of h - Death s g l r 0 d ~ n ‘” Khalid was to command 10 000 

he end of a.h. 11 (a.d. 633) he advanced into Persian 
erntory, close to the mouth of the Euphrates. Three 

fresh* visui 

also draw attention to Walter Leaf f phenomenon. I would 
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months later, at Kazima• eTn'dedin 

banks But, 

days mai-eh of th Abu P Ba kr could no longer 

after this initial sue namely, to win over 

restrain his dearest hea ^ tQ ]s]am- And, as 

success, in this theatre o w ,§ Khalid from 
to him than ■elsewhere Caliph proved himself to be 

right in keeping Khalid* ‘% om Medina had been 
Syrian campaign. A V and three additional 

sent towards Southern Tordon, but after 

corps t( ? *e country e a d v ance J d stopped . The 

some slight success ^ reinforcements, and so 

commanders then ask Syria as qu i c kly as 

Khalid was advised to proceed y horsemen 

possible with his continge > disc i p fi ne , at that 

P So excellent, indeed, wa , *Kh3 wi thout the 
time, in the Muslim the chief command to 

least hesitation, sunken f orce d marches crossed 

Muthanna, and forthwi y Q f fi ve days and 

the Syrian d«ert. After an / track less country, 

five nights, in a perfect y rPC onnoitering expedi- 

he reached Damascus. A short reconno. 8^ to 

tion southward fo “ 0 * e A h a "f 00 t e before P the walls of 
join the three corp important town that 

Bostra. Bostra was thus the fin* ™P other victories 

yielded to the Muslim arm -After W ^ ^ 635)> 

over the Byzantines, Ttortd, ^ batt le at 

captured P arn f^T S, 10 o 000 Byzantines fought the 

events, under the efficient leadj* A In 

Jerusalem bowed to the victors, and in a.h. 
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19 and 20 the Muslim troops gained various points 
on the Mediterranean coast. 

In the meantime in a.h. 13 Omar succeeded Abu 
Bakr. Ever since the recall of Khalid, Muthanna had 
been in sore distress in Persia. Omar, therefore, 
summoned the Beduins of South Arabia to arms, and 
under Sad Ibn Abi Waqqas, sent them to the eastern 
theatre of war. At Quadisiya, in the neighbourhood 
of Hira, after three days’ fighting, the entire Persian 
army, under Yazdagerd, sustained a crushing defeat 
(a.h. 16; a.d. 637). This victory placed the whole of 
Babylon at the feet of the Muslims—Ctesiphon with 
it. Pursuing the fugitive Persian king, the Muslim 
army pierced its way to Madain, and in a.h. 21 (642 
a.d.) at Nehawand, destroyed the last remnant of 
\azdagerd’s troops. Unopposed was their onward 
march. They occupied Ray (Tehran), Hamadan, 
Ispahan, and with the capture of Istakhar, there lay 
clear before them the path to Kirman and Khorasan, 
light up to the Oxus. Like a scroll the kingdom of 
the Sassanides was rolled up for ever more.* The 
Eastern Empire was to fare no better. Soon after the 
conquest of Jerusalem, Amar Ibn AI As proceeded 
from Syria to Egypt and after a whole year’s tussle 
with the Roman Empire, succeeded, at last, in defeat- 
mg the garrison of Babylon (old Memphis) at Helio- 
pohs, and in making a flying raid into the Faiyum.t 
I he death of the Emperor Heraclius and the confu- 
sion resulting therefrom made the Egyptians despair 
of Byzantine help. The Patriarch of Alexandria 
therefore, concluded with the Arabs (1 7th September 
642) a treaty, according to which Alexandria passed 
into the hands of the Muslims, and the whole of 
tgypt became tributary to Islam. The bordering 


s&Bnf<Fr 

Muslims are noteworthy R, Hn a) “ f the SUCCess of the «»rly 

Bury on Procobius Vol IT 7 # th c ° nnect i° n we must also read ProC 

tMui CnfiZh'* lla P * 417 et seq ; Uur Roman Empire. 
i iViuir, Caliphate, p. 158 et sea. 
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e i t"i North Africa thus became 
Byzantine provinces m in a H 22 fell Barka 

defenceless; with the result tha . . f A . H . 21, 

and Tripolis. From Syria m the begmm g 

the Muslims began to pu 2g , atta cked 

Georgia, Adherbaijan, a • there was a 

Cyprus by sea, and captured it. Ihen m ^ ^ 

pause in the flow of cinques activities in this 

theatre of war™ “Tmade ?, attaek 
Caucasus, and an atte P Rho des, they pro- 

Constantmople. Alter captu g unsuccess- 

ceeded up to Chalcedon,but.had toreturn 

ful, on account of a storm which destroyed ^ 

Thirty years after theid eat ^ g over 

Empire of Islam extend Fnrooe. The first 

an area of about half t e at these facts raises, 
question which a '" s ” y f or a people comparatively 
is; how was r“ of warfare to conquer the 
inexperienced m the art u c i v ilized countries 

immense military forces of the ^ the 

around them. H army, that alone was 

moral qualities of the M , p er i or experience 

certainly not de f cls ; ve ^ g ^ S t nes a nd Persians. Even 

the economic causes which g Uy satis f ac torily 

tone of the Persian arrny^nnot ^ seeking a 

explain the success must BO t overlook the 

numerical strength, the organizatio £ moral 

of the Muslim army and *e deep^soc^ ^ army of 

causes working behind . C P numerical strength 
earlier days, cons:^ ^ banner of the 

port, the four uiad a rm y Khalid 

brought 30,000 fr ™w«t mmmo^roTe bauie of 

“figure which shows tha. by the t.me ol 
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this battle the number of troops had literally been 
doubled in Syria. And we may take it that a similar 
reinforcement was sent to the army in the eastern 
theatre of war. True, we should not forget that the 
majority ot the soldiers took with them their families 
—wives, slaves, clients. The armv was not divided 
into regiments or legions, but was arranged on a 
tribal basis—every tribe having its own banner, round 
which the members rallied. Besides the tribal banners 
there was the standard of the Prophet, of black colour. 
There were only two kinds of forces : infantry and 
cavalry.* The usual weapons of the infantry were 
shield, lance, sword. Some were given only a sling 
and bow. The chief weapon of the cavalry was a lance, 
ten yards long. The formation of the army, even 
under the Prophet, consisted of centre, two wings, a 
van and a rear-guard, and this arrangement continued 
in the great conquering campaigns. Such was the 
army with which Islam, in a few years, built up its 
immense empire. The Arabs were not quite unfami¬ 
liar with the art of warfare. They had had much 
training in their oft-recurring feuds. Moreover, simple 
and unsophisticated though they were, compared with 
the armies of the civilized nations, they were more 
powerful and had fewer needs, and by reason of the 
promise of paradise they had no fear of death. Finally, 
their generals—the unsparing Khalid above all the 
rest—possessed abilities such as no Persian or Byzan¬ 
tine generals of their time could boast. But, in the 
course of expansion, manifold military, civil and 
religious needs pressed for attention. In conquered 
countries, indeed, the conquerors came to know also 
needs of an ideal as distinguished from those of a 
purely practical character.! In the military sphere 


BoLbav. 1 ^ 112 ^’ lTaman InfiutnCt “ Muslim Mature, Tr. by Nariman, 
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the need for permanent military stations was first felt 
and met. Like all administrative measures of Islam 
this, too, goes back to Omar. When m a.h 16—after 

the fall of Jerusalem—he personally visited Syria, he 
divided the troops into corps, consisting of several 
tribes, and assigned to them a permanent camp. n 
Svria permanent military stations were already in 
existence, and Omar made use of them They were: 
Damascus, Tiberias, Lydda, Ramla. In Babylonia, 
on the other hand, fresh military stations were estab¬ 
lished. These were : Basra and Kufa.* 

At first when they lived with their families, the 
soldiers built their barracks of reed, but soon these 
reed huts gave place to houses of bricks and mortar. 
Thus out of these two military stations grew pros- 
perous towns which, in course of time, proved to be 
decisive factors in the cultural development of Islam. 
The new military station in Egypt was m the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Babylon. Out of it grew the town of 
Fustat—capital of Egypt until the foundation of 

Cairo in 975 a.d.| . _ , . r • 

Bv letting the soldiers live with their families in 
permanent military camps—a tendency to settled 
habits imperceptibly stole into the army, and this 
tendency markedly manifested itself in a craving on 
their part to acquire landed properties. Already the 
great plain along the Euphrates and the Tigris—the 
first scene of Muslim invasion—possessed tor the 
Arabs the allurements of paradise It is no wonder 
then that the soldiers claimed to share and to settle 
down in that fair, smiling land. The tribal 
recalled the promises of Omar, and, demanded their 
fulfilment. They claimed a share in the land, in pro¬ 
portion to the strength and importance of the tribe 

as booty of war, and that, after deducting a fifth, for 

* Muir, Caliphate, p. 122. See into connection Sir Charles L ^ H ’ S 

illuminating introduction to the Mufaddahyat. 
t See Lane-Poolc’s little book on Cairo. 
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the State, both lands and inhabitants should be equally 
divided among the troops. Had such a division been 
effected—according to the calculation made at the 
instance of the Caliph Omar—three peasants would 
have been the share of each warrior. Or if the country 
had been partitioned among the Muslims the Muslim 
army would have been transformed into landowners, 
and the country, neglected by the former proprietors, 
now reduced to slavery, and drained by the conquer¬ 
ors, would soon have reverted to waste and desolation. 

Momentous was the decision arrived at by Omar 

—momentous for the growth and development of the 

Islamic Empire. Omar ruled that the conquered land 

should be regarded as an inalienable crown-possession 

for all time—the produce to be at the disposal of the 

Mate for the common good. Thus the inhabitants 

were left m possession of the land, both in Babylon 
and Egypt. 


An official notification strictly forbade Muslims 
from engaging in cultivation, and Omar would not 
even allow the Governor of Egypt—the Commander 
mr Ibn A1 As to build a house in the cantonment 
at f ustat. 1 he prohibition to soldiers regarding land- 
ownership was however, amply compensated by the 
immense wealth m other respects which flowed from 
the conquests It was doubtless due to the Caliphs 
and their loyal subjects that the example of Mohamed 

fffithf S n lbUtlng thC " ur P lus State avenue among the 
faithful) was scrupulously followed. The wealth that 

eame in from conquered countries steadily augmented 

The share which fell to each Muslim far outweighed 

she?n y -' and° r taX WaS , USUa1 ^ Payable in camefs and 

special State Un c the Pr °P het there was a 

ment of poor-tax. The Beduins loved to send L 
decrepit ammals m discharge of this obligation • and 
although such miserable beasts were not acceptable 
in theory, they were in fact never refused, for at this 
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period of conquest the poor-tax had become quite 
illusory, in consequence of the immense revenues 

received from the subject races. 

From what has been said it is clear that the real 

aim of the Arab campaigns was not the diffusion of 
Islam, but the seizure of the wealth represented by 

the neighbouring civilized States. 

Following the example of the Prophet, professors of 
revealed religions—such as Jews and Christians 
were allowed, under the protection of the Islamic 
jrjyjpjj-g and on payment of a suitable tax, perfect 
freedom in their religion. The rest of the people, i.e., 
the heathen, were unconditionally forced to accept 
Islam. Soon, however, they realized that it was to the 
interest of “Arabism” to concede to “Farsi'sm” 
privileges, similar to those conceded to Judaism and 
Christianitv. Thus, in spite of its religion, Farsi‘ism 
continued in Persia as against the payment of a tax 
similar to the one levied on Christians and Jews. 
Upon the very same principle Othman extended this 
privilege to the Berber inhabitants of North Africa. 
They too were allowed freedom in religion as against 
the payment of a tax. In the face of these facts there 
is no question of the propagation of Islam by the 
Sword. United by Islam, “Arabism ” was interested 
in conquering and in keeping the conquered as a tax- 
paying people. But soon the conquered accepted Islam 
and claimed equality within its Empire. Then came 
the clash of interests between the Arab and the non- 
Arab Muslims. According to Omar no foreigner could 
be placed on a footing of equality with the Arabs. 
How deliberate was Omar’s policy to set up the 
ascendancy of “ Arabism,” is clear from his measure 
to sweep Arabia free of all other faiths than Islam. 
Without any consideration for the treaties concluded 
with them, the industiious Jews of Khaibar and the 
Christian and Jewish population of Najran were ex¬ 
pelled, at one stroke, from the Arabian Peninsula. 
The Jews were banished to Taima, Wadi-ul-Qur a, 
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and Jericho—the Christians to Babylonia and Syria. 
Thus Arabia and Islam became twins. To be Arab 
was to be master and ruler. No Arab, said Omar, 
could be a slave, either by sale or capture. Between 
ruler and ruled a sharp dividing line was created. 
Muslims were forbidden to use foreign languages and 
Christians to use the Arabic language or the Arabic 
script. According to the treaty of surrender of the 
Syrian Christians—approved and amended by Omar 
—Christians were not to teach their children to read ; 
they were to vacate their seats when a Muslim wanted 
to sit; they were to toll their bell feebly and to con¬ 
duct their common prayer in subdued voices—were 
Muslims near. Even in dress Muslims were to be. 
distinguished from the Christians; indeed, all subject 
races from their Arab lords.* 

This sharp division between the Arabs and the 
subject races was necessary to enable the former to 
enjoy to the fullest extent their privileges as con¬ 
querors. Omar had laid down that the surplus revenue 
was to be divided among the faithful, and it was there¬ 
fore necessary to differentiate between the giver and 
the receiver. None but the Arab, in the vast Empire 
of Islam, could be the receiver of State gifts and 
possessor of State prerogatives ! Only so long as the 
Arabs only constituted the Islamic Government, 
did the division of the surplus revenue continue on 
the lines laid down by Omar. Every Arab, free or a 
client, even women and children, received a fixed 
State annuity—the amount being fixed in considera¬ 
tion of near or remote kinship with the Prophet; early 
or late conversion to Islam ; military distinction or 
special knowledge of the Qur’an. Avesha, widow of 
the Prophet, headed the list with 12,000 dirhams— 

weaned children, 1,000 dirhams each, appeared at 
the bottom of the list. 


* Von Kremer has given reasons in justification of these measures See mv 

Soaoland PahUcal Conditions MndcrJhc Caliphate. see my 

T This statement is much too wide. It is' not strictly correct. 
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To enable the Arabs to enjoy material advantages , 
to secure to them social distinctions amidst subject 
races-it was essential to remove cultural disparity 
between them and the subject races. To such a desire 
perhaps, may be ascribed the measures enacted > 
Omar in Syria. But those measures failed in their 
effect From the very beginning the conquerors were 
utterly unable to take the administration of the con- 
ouered countries into their own hands They had, 
therefore, no option but to leave the administration 
to their highly cultured subjects; nay, even to have 
recourse tS them for giving effect to ™™tjons 

donation pressed home to the Arabs their want of 
culture and training. Past was the happy time when 
Omar could say : “ I have received a great many 
?ood things from Bahrain-shall I weigh out or count 

of *heMuslim exchequer. In the Divans (Board of 
Accounts) established by Omar in conquered count¬ 
ries the natives—Christians and Persians—kept books 

in their own languages—Greek and Persian. On y in 
Medina were the accounts kept in Arabic, but e J n 
then according to foreign system; and this was by no 
means difficult for a once commercial community, 
£2 with book-keeping, such as the Arabs we- 
Nor was the government behindhand in othe 
spheres Even under the first Caliphs an admimstra- 

five division of the Empire had become a necessi y, 

and this not merely in conquered countries but al 

in Arabia itself. Mekka, Ta.f Sanaa 
Khulan, Najran, Bahrain, even the Oasis of Duma^ 
ul-Iandal—all received their special governors. 

Shed^iew centres.t With these governorships a 
Ifuln Kuf. v- >»' - 

ones. 
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temporal colour was given to the old theocracy of 
Islam. . Like the Caliph the Governor too, in the 
beginning, was an administrator, a tax-gatherer the 

Commander-in-Chief, a judge—all rolled into one. 

But we notice, even in the time of Omar, special 
judges appointed for important military centres, such 
as Basra, Kufa, Damascus, Hims.* In Medina the 
Caliph himself was the Chief Judge. Othman, for 
the first time, associated a judge with himself. 

While in the provinces the administration of existing 
laws continued as before, in Medina arose the first 
school of pure Muslim jurisprudence. There lived 
the companions of the Prophet, who treasured and 
handed down with scrupulous care every word that 

fr ° m h - m ‘ Every one of these traditions 
(riadith) was a priceless treasure which floated down 

Irom generation to generation with the names of the 

rm?dT te n TheSC ’ alo ? g , with the Qur’an, consti- 

uted the oldest sources of the Islamic Law. In course 
ot transmission, however, the old genuine traditions 
were very considerably mixed up with the forged ones 

thfttaZonT ' lad b ' COme ,h ' V ° 1Ume and ran ^ of 

Masud and Ibn Abbas became the founders of 
the School of Medina. Ibn Masud was particular^ 
familiar with the mentality of the Prophet, and Ibn 
Abbas with the judicial decisions of the first three 

rv 0ti ? ° f them Were in timately acquainted 
th f e i^' Ur f a ^‘ ^ act > Ibn Abbas is regarded as 

of all h la w° gy /’^ ^° SeIy knit to S ether - ^hefountain 

neeSe of T^ r rl Stand j tS ^ Xt was thus the first 

to know the On J ’ gC * theolo S ian - In that age 

jurist and a theologian and the seven Turists of 
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Medina—the products of the school of Abbas and 
Masud—were, in point of fact, as many theologians 
as well. The interest in the text of the Qur an gradu¬ 
ally spread to the people at large. This was only m 
accordance with the democratic spirit of Islam, which 
sought to place all Muslims m a position to read the 
Holv Book. With this end in view they gave early 

attention to “ public instruction ” which—true enoug 
—did not go beyond the reading of the Qur an. How 
ever one-sided, it was very creditable in the VHth 
century.* That the Muslims established such schools 
for public instruction, not only in Arabia but even in 

conquered countries, is an achievement against which 

neither classical antiquity nor early Christianity has 
anything to show. Thus, so common became he 
knowledge of, and so universal the interest in the 
written text of the Qur’an, that under Omar the 

Toldiers of Babylonia and Syria who met in Armenia 

frequently fought over isolated texts The Caliph 
Othman was, therefore, compelled to issue an autho¬ 
rized text of the Qur’an. Zaid Ibn Thabit, who had 

been the Secretary of the Prophet, was cor "^J ssl ° n id 
by the Caliph to prepare the official text 0“ 
acquainted himself well of the task, and pu 
perfectly trustworthy collection. Several copies were 
made from this text-scrupulously accurate copies- 
and sent out to the provincial capitals for use an 
guidance. All private copies of earlier times were 

collected together and burnt. ir 

Thus, in the bosom of Arabism, out of Islam itself, 

grew the needs which, in due season, led to mtellec- 

tual bloom and efflorescence. And with the civihzed 

countries— Persia, Syria, Egypt and Asia Mmor,.then 

provinces of the Muslim Empire-the entire culture 

of the subject races lay at the feet of the Arabs, to 

* 1 have in my possession a MS. of Dr. Goldrihe* ^ad aMhfalu 
Education which he very kindly sent paper, and, I hope, soon, to 

SaVft rnIo C EngUsh See in this connection, Snouck Hurgronje, M.kka, 

Vol. II, PP- 200-294. 
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accept, to absorb, to make their own. In Greek, 
Syriac, Coptic and Persian garbs we encounter a 
definite intellectual movement which we may best 
describe as Christian Hellenism. Decisive alike for 
Islam and Hellenism was the incorporation of this 
culture in the youthful Arab Empire. The Hellenistic 
culture was revived, re-animated, by changed circum¬ 
stances, by contact with “ Arabism; ” and by an 
intellectual clash with a new religion—akin in thought 
and tendencies. While such was the effect on Hellen¬ 
ism, Islam and Arabism, on the other hand, after a 
century of wrestling and combat, were taken captive 
by the superior culture of the conquered races. To 
Hellenism Arabism furnished its language, and 
supplied opportunities for wide diffusion; whereas 
Hellenism repaid its debt to Islam with its wealth of 
science and art. Long before the Arabs made acqu¬ 
aintance with Hellenistic culture they, as might be 
expected, became familiar with Hellenistic art and 
architecture. In Gtesiphon, in Damascus, in Jeru¬ 
salem, in Egypt, the Muslim army saw and admired 
the architectural splendour, the textile art, the jewel¬ 
ler’s skill; and these plastic and artistic creations 
awoke m the Arabs a desire to compete for and to 
possess such achievements themselves. Unlike other 
unsophisticated peoples—far from destroying the 

Arabs preserved these artistic treasures, and sought to 
copy them in their own way. 

In Damascus they found the Church of St. John 
—a splendid architectural achievement. Built on the 
foundation of a heathen temple, the church, with its 
magnificent porch of Corinthian columns and richly- 
adorned architraves ; with its cupola arching the nave 
and the gold gleaming mosaics on the walls within 
an partly without made a deep impression on the 
conquerors. This fact is evidenced by the decision, 
straightaway made, to perform the common prayer 

iuS/ Ut ^ f elt 1 that the y were not altogether 
justified in completely removing the Christians—so 
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they resolved to share the building with them. They 
took the Eastern side for themselves; and thus, 
through one portal, passed henceforth both Muslims 
and Christians to perform their devotion. In Jeru¬ 
salem the Muslims searched for the Temple of Solo¬ 
mon—so fondly spoken of by the Prophet—the place 
whither the Prophet was taken, one night (the night 
of the Meraj). When Omar reached Jerusalem he 
wished to be taken to this Temple, but, at the spot 
where once the Temple was, he found nothing but a 
dust-heap. But the Prophet could not have made a 
mistake—so another spot, near the present church of 
St. Mary, was declared to be the place of the Pro¬ 
phet’s nocturnal journey, and was, accordingly, 
appropriated for Islam. In Egypt, where the Arabs 
met with stout resistance, and where, according to the 
terms of the treaty, they were bound to let the Chris¬ 
tians remain in possession of their churches, and in 
no way to interfere with their affairs or with their 
worship, the Muslims made their first attempt to 
build a Mosque for themselves, and this was done 
through the help of Christian architects. It was the 
Amr Mosque of Cairo. 

While, in the newlv-acquired countries, foreign 
influences on Arab intellect bore flower and fruit, in 
Mekka and Medina the old suppressed fire of family 
and tribal jealousy broke forth afresh. With Othman 
the Mekkan aristocracy came to the helm of the 
State and attained supremacy even in Medina. With 
alarm and indignation the old war companions of 
the Prophet saw a new and different spirit—a posi¬ 
tively worldly spirit—encroaching into and establish¬ 
ing itself in the holy towns. Ever since the flow of 
immense wealth into Mekka and Medina, they had 
become the home and hearth of pleasure and gaiety. 
Music found a congenial home there, and, as early as 
the middle of the first century of the Hegira, Mekka 
and Medina became the seminary of Arab music and 
song. Rich men of Mekka purchased Greek and 
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Persian singing-girls for fabulous sums. From Persia 
loo, came the art of singing to the accompaniment of 
musical instruments. The refinement of poetry kept 
pace with the growth of luxury; and truly delightful 
the Mekkan poetry of this period. In the worship 
and adoration of women it even excels the efforts of 
the Troubadours. The heart of Islam—the neighbour- 

of °the°M th r Kaba ~ thus 5 became the artistic centre 

and^g Emp,re - the h ° me and th ' hrarth ° r 

Caiinh n a ,f'° n ° f th f pious Ied to the murder of the 
afp£am, Ah'"? % ‘ h 'a Cali P hatt > and one rf Z 

Insurrections threatened fnTil pamTS'e 

prevaded v£ a ‘ ,pha,e 2° °Z r * Me bu ‘ for™ 
prevailed V ictory rested with one of the scions of the 

Of S U yrS‘ Whh M Mekka 7-Muawiya—the GovemOT 

-the s„ ir u of ‘ h . e S P‘™ ° f 'he old Arabism 

throughout Islam. rtumphed and dommated 


4 



CHAPTER IV 

THE OMAYYADS 

With the murder of Othman, say the Arabs, the door 
cause lav in the conflict between the Islamic and t 

Arab outlook. Mohamed had made arr“gemen 

f (Vr a successor; but, on his death, the necessity ioi 
one became o„ v too obvious, and the more the k.ng- 

S^tofh^r tsstr; 

ponded to the democratic spirit of Islam. 

The rest remained Arabs in the old sense of the word. 
Unaffected they there 

could be ®Mkr thle to tl.e Caliphate than kinship 
with the Prophet, or kinship with the mostj disting- 
uished of Arab families, hue h 'was hetrend 

ll '°Now it so'happene P d e tha!‘'the Medinites themselves 

h.u'upon him. To the Mekkans, however Othman 
c n member of the most distinguished tamitv oi 

Mrkka-the family of Omayya. And in the true spirit 

ol the Mekkans did Othman feel and act. e wa s 

kinsmen, 

appear ctHhe°mraUiatura! thing to him. This partisan 

1 1 56 
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SP Spirit ° f ne P otism —provoked resentment 

3 u ld ^thman eventu ally fell a victim to the wrath of 
the Medmite coterie, consisting of the austere and 
sorely-stricken faithful. Thus, within the empire itself 

nfnf \7 S S- adeep llI 1 ie of Ravage between the partv 
. th p ^ Iedinites .’ with th eir democratic conception of 

their Ga ? at - e ’ an e t , he r party ° f the Mekk ans, with 

• eir ngid view of the family and the tribe. These 
divergent views lecd to the bloody wars which followed 

stren/th^ of U?' T’ tkirt y .Y^rs diverting the 
away in conflicts at home. a 

The murder of Othman was a signal for Civil War 
T to rSl ? thman Was the watchword of the Medinite 

e'M 

- r Sr z ™ - 

ZtY' 3 ’ Muawiya - I"thecourse n of,Ss e coXi 

parties arose in the army of Ali wMrh n * 1 1 

“ d “ ^ continued 

cut i.sflf adrift fro£ the armvofln 37 - 

for reversion to the old theo^v of cla ^ our . ed 

succession to the Cahnhfi \ hereditary right to 

earis fi - s *" -Si 

yads were virtualfv’th. P' de r a * of Ali > the Omay- 
they had yet to fiZht f ° f the Islamic Empire 

pleterecoKn | “TJ ^ ea ” to cW 

from the scene when Ahd^l I ? usam been re moved 

8 1 Gallph a § ainst the Omayyads. 
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a.h. 72 (692 A D.) fter thirty-three years of 

struggle—did the Omayyad rule become firm and 
Se< Now let us glance at the champion of 

SrcoLthl'^ouWappease or end *e harred of the 

pious, she Oman ad Governor, ;n A^ 62 ( 68 . - 0 . 

SCnt Thev w“ re recefved vvTh hoU/aJ given rich 

presen ts^Their d^ands were s^^heUcaUy hsten- 
Caliph naught but a ““ riotous 

after, all Medina rose mi revolt, -d^Um^yy ^ 

and their supporters coming An army of 

The reaction was not long m f Med y ina , 

12,000 strong a PP ea fi r ^. b l°r" e a / ed th e “Ansar” and 
the “ Muhajinn. The victory ^ mas _ 

fearful devastation of ,• henceforth, ceases 

sacre of the inhabitants MeIslam, and 
to be the mtellectual an P sun of thc true Islam 
with the sun of Medina set:st is not altogether 

of the Prophet. That Islam, how ^ hand i s l a m 

unaccountable for itsifate^ Muslims fa! 

strove to transform ih ^ T ™*X° stTOve to call a hal 
too suddenly ; and on t inevitable within Islan 

to the development which was inevUable ibk 

itself. Neither the one n ° r the^tther 

The various compone P ._ n ay ever y impoi 

various nations comprised therein nay y 
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tant town—all followed of necessity their own inde¬ 
pendent paths of development; and not until a 
remoter age did the common element emerge and a 
common tie unite them all again. Even before the 
Omayyad rule Mekka had begun to use its immense 
wealth for purposes of pleasure and amusement. 
Under the Omayyads it went further and further on 
this path, and ended by becoming the central hearth 
of the joy and gaiety of the Islamic Empire.* Above 
all, it became and remained the centre of music and 
song.f The impulse coming from Persia found a 
warm response in Mekka. Sons of rich Mekkans 
squandered fabulous sums on musicians of either sex. 
and the court of Damascus looked for supply, in this 
direction, to Mekka. In singing, with all its’accom¬ 
paniments, women did not lag behind men. And these 
women set the fashion in dress, and wherever they 
are referred to their dresses are minutely described 
and lavishly praised. We are told of one that she used 
to hold receptions and entertain guests in great style 
and in a striking toilette, and, to make the setting 
suitable to the occasion, was wont to dress up her 
slaves in garments of variegated colours. The advent 
ot these female singers tended to lower the position of 
women High, indeed, was the status of women in 
e earliest times, and unhampered was their freedom 
Socially intercourse with them was common, nor were 
cases of ladies receiving male friends unknown or in- 
trequent. Ever chivalrous had been the attitude of the 
rabs towards women, and wherever “ Arabism ” was 
not affected by central Asiatic influences—in Spain 

imVaTeT^ k t ll ChlVah ‘ OUS * tt: . itude continued un¬ 
killfnl ^ S i amiC Law of War woul d not sanction the 
killing of enemy women and children—even though 

^^?~ count 

ihis ^ r sssat ffvjyt* cK deait ^ **«• 
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they were of other than Islamic faith. Thus does an 
Omavvad poet charmingly express himself: “ Our lot 
(i.e. man’s lot) is to kill or be killed or be taken 
captive—woman’s part is gracefully to manage her 


tr^in 5 5 ^ 

At a time when the West knew not what love-poetry 
was—in Arabia it had attained its culminating point. 
The prince of this form of poetry was Omar Ibn 
Rabia.t His poems were in every one’s mouth, and 
happilv some have come down to us. In language of 
intense passion and exquisite felicity he sang and 
immortalized his love, which not only claimed the 
most distinguished contemporaries but even the very 
princesses of the House of Omayya. In him we have 
a foretaste, and hear the accent, of Heinrich Heine. 

Towards the end of the Omayyad rule, when tree 
intercourse between the sexes may have degenerated 
into secret love and intrigues, we are suddenly con¬ 
fronted with the rise of the “ Harem system and the 
rule of eunuchs. The fact, however, that the enunch- 
trade was in the hands of the Byzantines, satisfactorily 
shows that neither Islam nor Arabism was respon¬ 
sible for the position of women as it later shaped 
itself. In Mekka—the seat of pure Arabism—the 
position of women remained high and honourable, 
despite the vicissitudes of the times. But we should 
not forget that “ Arabism ” had inherited from Islam 
nothing more than the conviction of its “ imperial 
sway and its destiny to enjoy all the good things ot 

the Earth, as then envisaged.” 

The character of those towns which had sprung up 
in Babylonia out of military cantonments—the towns 
of Basra and Kufa—stands in sharp contrast to that 
of the old Arab commercial town—so little anectea 


by changed circumstances. 

Here, in consequence of the conquering campaigns, 


: * M'ASfS Schwnra’s diarming monngr.ph, 

(JMSiS?. (LcpAW Sea ...» Praf Maokair. 

Poetry in hi* Lectures on Poetry, (Longmans & Co., 1914.) 
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a new world had come into being. The contact be¬ 
tween the Arabs and the gifted Persian population 
stirred the Arabs to their depths, and transformed 
them, so to speak, into a new special race of men 
lhe rapid growth of these towns—about 50 a.h. each 

counted 150,000 to 200,000 inhabitants—and the 

stimulating influence of the Persians called forth a 
lively intellectual movement; and thus Basra and Kufa 
became the most animated intellectual centres of 
Islam. I he intermediary position—geographically 
and intellectually—which they held between Medina 
and Damascus tended to promote egotism and to 
foster a spirit of independence. Therefore no authoritv 
there was immune from challenge—whereas every 
rebel was sure of a hearing. Just as they upheld free- 
dom in politics, so also they upheld independence of 
thought in the domains of art and science. Here 
earlier than elsewhere, attention was directed to the 

between 0 ° f th ? lan guage. The contact 

the deviations between the language of the Qur’an 

and fTT naCU , lar ° n the other , evoked this linguistic 
and philological activity. Not altogether free from 

fhe field ofA^N 011 ?V? Wh ° WCre the P io neers in 
foragners-nolaWy Persians-did the ground-work 

casfcouw'ifh^ k " owled * e ; but . be it noted, in no 
case could it have been done without the material 

co-operation of the Arabs. 

BaSa in SS the n h in? g ^ ne L ral intellectual activity in 

nd dtS q rlf° nS ‘V? da >' considered 

iQ discussed. 1 hey argued the credibility of Islam • 
e excellence of Buddhism ; the doctrine ofPredesti’ 
nation ; and a certain Wasil Ibn Ata laid the founda 

lieht°t f hat SC h° 01 of Nationalism. It is, alas ! but a dim 

tual activities of Islam. But, faint though’the ^t 
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be, it suffices to reveal the fact that the “ craving for 

knowledge and truth” had indubitably been awak¬ 
ened among them. While m Mekka the old Arab 
traditions steadfastly held their ground, and the o 
Arab tendencies became more and more mar , 
life and activities in the new towns of Babylonia 
showed a new form of “ Arabism. It seemed as 
though a new race-type had come to life proud and 
frank, far-sighted, but full of fun, like the old Arabs 

of Hijaz, but more cosmopoli ^ - • i 

The inhabitants of Basra and Kufa had broken with 

the conservatism of their forefathers, whose customs 
and habits had hitherto been the unassailable touch¬ 
stone of excellence. Now, they themselves set out on 
a voyage of intellectual discovery.* Among the con- 

pursued with ardour. Both ^ 1 -Kufa and Al-Basra them , in the 

of cultivation, with the healthy ig « which lor centuries had been 

immediate neighbourhood o 1 tribes The former was in close proxi- 
points of resort fam.har to the nomad tr ^fhakhmiteTings, which laythree 
Tnity to Al-Hira, the famous capital ^a^ iniand from Al- 

miles to the south, while Al-B d stream of the Euphrates and Tigris. 

Ubullah. an ancient mart on the united stream ot ^ p ^ by land 

commanding the great trade r ° u b “ . , where tlie armies of Islam, 

and water. These two centre, were ^ for their annual cam- 

drawn from the tribes of the l* n j« , empires of Byzantium and 

paigns for the extension of the laith mto me p^ Thus both war 

Persia, and when the latter ha * ’ Al-Basra tribes from the remotest 

and commerce brought to Al-Ku . took up their abode permanently 
parts of Arabia, and many ot the.rchiefs »«*£§_£££ and gra ^ mar , had. 

there. The study ot the Arabic langus • h e of t h e religious heads 

early in the life of the new.Dominionjtawn* thetcare£ £ . said to 

of Islam. The Caliph, Ah, who measures for 

have been the first to insist upon the ■ Y , "which was in danger 
maintaining the purity of the language Q- Arabs who had settled 

of being lost by the deterioration.of .1 e o ‘P c “ h ^* ™ mia . and under his 

among the Aramaic-sptakmg p p « ^ d to have been drawn up by 

direction the earliest Arabic grammar . . g After this first im- 

Abu-l-Aswad of Du’d, asect.on of the tube of >^X AUKufa and A1 . Basra 

pulse, interest in the subject spre. -P > grammatical and linguistic 

became the headquarters of a f h °“ n at ional stS^of poetry, preserved in 
research, for the supply of which the °^* rc d ” av vn upon. In die 

the memory ol the tribal Al-Kufa) had been the resort of 

pre-Islamite period Al-Hira (adjacent f ^ L a uUmite kings, and it 

numerous poets who composed ode- P WO rks of the most eminent 

is said that a volume containing s An-Numan, and his 

noets. and specially poems m praise of the last King, « 
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quered towns of culture Damascus alone enjoyed the 
glory of being raised to the seat of Government. In 
Mesopotamia and Egypt—however much the gover¬ 
nors might like the old towns—thev had to reside in 
the newly-established cantonments and build afresh. 

In Damascus the Semitic Arabs came into contact 
with a civilization which was akin to their own—-the 
Aramaic civilization. The delightful town, close to the 
edge of the desert, with rippling streams and shady 
nooks, exactly suited their taste. With extraordinary 

the Arab population. In the year 710 
a.d it numbered 120,000. For the proud, pleasure¬ 
seeking Omayyads, no place could be more welcome 
or more happily attuned to their mentality than 
Damascus. Byzantium supplied articles of luxury • 
Mekka—musicians ; Basra and Kufa—fruits of the 
mind. Nor were the Arabs slow in their appreciation 
of things of art and beauty. But unaided thev could 
not shine in aesthetic creations. Bvzantine art'laid its 
sped upon them, and to that spell thev yielded. Forth- 
wnh they sought and obtained Bvzantine aid. The 
Cahph Abdul Malik caused a cupola to be erected on 
the lemple at Jerusalem (wrongly called the Omar 
Mosque), which with the addition of later times is 

?' day ’ M y f u- the fineSt archit ectural monument’of 
the world. His successor Walid could not resist the 

appropriating the Church of St. John 

ind'chrkF ert ?’ beCn ^ ual ‘y sh ared by Muslims 
mo d soue Af n$) A , trans [ orm ing it into a beautiful 

f„" d t hXbv7L ° m th 7 He,lenisti<: ™ d els, i"dica"- 

antic. How this happened—regard being had to 

rS. e “r r r*«., .»<. 

siderable SKte energy, P and con- 

with a leaning towards^the system 77L ‘ Up " n th L e foundations of both, 
Lyall, Introduction to the ^Sliy a t^ x ^ T than that ° f * rival.” 
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the fact that all architectural work was in the hands 
of the subject races-is still an unsolved mystery! 
Unfortunately, of the palaces of the Omayya<fe no- 
thine has survived. But the pleasure-castles which 
have recently been discovered in the Syrian desert, 
and which are traced to the Omayyads, testify' to'their 
endeavour to make them as lovely and beautiful a 
was possible in those far-off days. In the account of 
an Arab reporter we find the prototype of all later 
Arab palaces. “ We came,” says he, to a great 

midst of the courtvard stood a great basin, with 
unceasing flow of water which watered the garden. 

?n the glrden were all kinds of lovely plants and 

shadv trees and birds that sang the sweetest raptur¬ 
ous n 'otes. The splendour of the palace was in keeping 
whh the pageant of the court ” What a mighty change 

worn no toke y n of his high office- nor was he m any 

way distinguished in his dress from the > 
simple Arabs. And so had it been with Abu Ba'kr, 
Omar Othman and Ali. But it was to be differe 
now. The first two Omayyad Caliphs, who stdl co ¬ 
ducted the five daily prayers and delivered the Friday 
Sermon appeared, on these occasions, dressed abso- 
lutelv m white—head covered with a pointedl cap 
a signet and a sceptre-like staff in hand. : nfher 

sat on the throne with crossed legs, surrounded by 
miternal and maternal relations, his brothers and sons 

clients poets and petitioners. The first Omayyads 
were active, competent rulers, who dented ajarge 

and nights were set apart for amusement. In tftc 
beeinning they loved to hear historical recitals—pre- 
ferablv South Arabian legends. To this were added 
ooedcal recitations. But soon innocent amusements 
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passed into questionable enjoyments. Musicians were 
summoned fi om IVIekka, and cider and rose-sherbet 
which in the beginning had satisfied their cravings’ 
were now exchanged for wine. Yazid I was almost 
always in a state of intoxication. The great Abdul 
Malik gave himself up to wine once a month, and 
like the Romans used to have recourse to emetics to 
empty his stomach. His son Walid, under whom the 
Islamic Empire attained its widest sway, held drink¬ 
ing carouses every second day, and the Caliph Hisham 

the last great prince of the House of Omavva_ 

every Friday after divine service. These feasts'were 
not, however, without significance to Arab culture. 
Ihey meant opportunities for artists and poets to 
display their talents before the Caliph. According to 
the Persian custom, separated from the guests and 
artists and poets by a transparent curtain—let down 
in the middle of the saloon—sat the Caliph, listening 

and SO H S - In time this love of music and 

assion' 8 TT inf ° ? S,ckly ’ morbid > demoralising 

Y d H ’ *• 1S ported, fell into such an 
ecstasy, on one occasion, at the song of the Mekkan 

musician Ma‘bad, that he sprang to his feet and 

danced round the saloon. Walid II, who lived in his 

pleasure-castle in the Syrian desert, used, while the 

music was on, to sit m a large saloon, in the midst of 

- h / f ch ,r 3 hu I e basin > half-filled with water and 
the songs of Ma‘bad, that he would fling his man tt 

wTneVuHf it nt °sf he ba l n ’ and haVC a mou thful of 

with W ° Uld - C, ° Se Wi * h P-“n.s ,£ 

eV «, U ,- dertheseill ofs «recy. P C ' dent for 

wa „ was ?<?* °n'y fond of music and sonr • he 
was a good musician for himself He 8 * ne 

ft 
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lifted were most of the Caliphs of the Home of 
Omavva Thev showed interest in and gave encourg 
S^ntmal forms of intellectual activities It is no 
bonder then, that in such conditions and crcum- 

^Bufala 3 i r r!n g ,he°po d liticL e turmoil and tumults of 

the^ucceeding centuries everything that^was pe^aps 

the domain of science and art P«'fhed-nev<er perlrap 
to be recovered. We know nothing more than the 
mere names of the heralds and pioneers of the Arab 

“™ as lief’rtwos; ss 

entirely in the dark as to the beginnings of the study 
mch studies by their Merest inLuth Arabian songs 

“Th^wo^South-Arabians who were summoned to 

the court ot d narrate biblical legends were 

Sm VCr ^ U :*ei-"ng to the statement of 

K;: wSten M 32 wSi 

ihe tides have come down to us. A Medimte-tradi- 

tionist, juris, theologian-wrote a« the court of 

chichtschniben der Araber , p. 8. 
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author of a work on Tradition —still to be seen in MS. 
at Cairo. We also possess a MS. of a small collection 
of the Sayings of the Prophet, and we know that 
collections of Maxims and Proverbs were industriously 
made at the time of the Omayyads. Alost congenial, 
indeed, was the soil of Damascus for theology. The 
Christians were held in high esteem at court, and the 
father of the last great theologian of the Greek Church 
—John of Damascus—was a favourite of the Caliph 
Abdul Malik. Peaceful exchange of ideas between 
Muslims and Christians was thus inevitable. It was 
in such circumstances that John could pen an apologv 
for Chiistianity, and so influence Muslim thought 
as to lead to the formation of numerous sects.* & 

Thus we see how theology owed its rise to Christian 
inspiration historical learning to Persian influences 
jurisprudence to the legal svstems of the subject 
races. However slight and slender the remnant it is 
impossible to overrate the value and importance of 
the intellectual work done under the Omayyads. Of 
this intellectual activity we find in Omayyad poetry 
the clearest proof. That most of the poets should 
dedicate themselves to singing praises of the Caliphs 
H ” ot 1 ”, an y wa y surprising, nor is it surprising either 

P° et - Akhtal -s h °uld be a favourite 
of the Caliph of his time ; for were not the Omayyads 
tolerant, large-hearted, liberal-handed? 

part from court poetry, thousands of verses have 

come down to us, revealing to the expert the Omayyad 
period in all its manifold phases. Unfortunately those 

-are" dmhe e d eSS 7 hist ° rical and linguistic purposes 

clothed in language at once so obscure and 

concentrated, that even their translation yields but 

they are an invaluable mine, an inestimable source 
information of the life and mentality of “ Arabism ” 
More distinctly than elsewhere do wesee in this con- 

fccfo (New York,' I^oVShlSthoJ'dfed 1 fn d 1037^° Ok SchUms and 
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„ ,,; r pc 0 f “ Arabism ” steadily 

3S iK; family spirit and tribal partisanship. 

The bulk of this poetry consists °f satires against p 
Cilar tribes -hall-heathens and hair-Mushms. 
poets—as mav lie cxpected-arc far from intimate 
with the details and particulars ol Beduin life than 

with the foreign cultures encompassing hem Most 

striking and, from the point of view of cultural history, 

most sign,ftc’ant, is tiVrole of poets in the Empne 

or the Omayyads. The poets then filled the same 
position as the party press does to-dav Every' pat 

bard who composed satires against its enemies, and 
penned panegyrics on its friends, and these composi- 
lions became the common property of all Arabs. To 

be glorified by a poet was the ambition of the md 
dual and the'.rite-.o be ridiculed, was an engross- 

powerful heavily subsidized these guides of P ub ^ c 
oDinion to keep them on the right side. Many a poet 

waged ’a life-long war against ano t h <ir-many <o.n- 
cluded alliances to combat a common foe. Pran.es I 
distinguished men ; panegyrics on the heroes ot 
day Condemnation Sf the weak and the cowardly- 
set down in verses—flew from lip to the extreme 
corners of the Muslim Empire. Contemporary poe ry 

bosom of Arabism, and is, perhaps, the most reliable 

source of information regarding the 

various parties, at different stages of the* Omayya 
ru le—so rich and conspicuous in warfare. 

The impression whiqh this poetry conveys is the 

* Sir Charles Lyall first called attention to the 

as a source of historical infor J r ? a ^ lon .* 11 \L r u a £ s be made a basis of extensive 
piece of constructive work, which wili pe h p ^ BrownCf in the fourth Vol. 
research by some scholar of a future day; what s , r char les did for 

of his Literary History of Persia, has . d °" : the light which Persian Poetry 

Arab Poetry. He has shown how ^7X ure , wha t a revealing 
sheds on Persian history and J i 1 ] V ‘|^ !°^ rv in India throw on the Muslim 

Sn^toilrrSS, if only someone had the courage to undertake .U 
editing. 
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impression of a tumultuous, stormy time. Not only 
do sects wrangle and imperil the safety of Islam, but 
tribal jealousy threatens the very existence of the 
Empire. Precisely, as in old Arabia, branches of in¬ 
dividual tribes, or the entire tribes themselves, fought 
each other, so now the two great tribal groups—the 
North and South Arabians—stand implacably oppos- 
to each other, bent on mutual destruction. In Syria 
fought the Kais and the Kalb—in Babylonia the 
Tamim and the Azd.* The first Omayyad managed 
to pi event the seething hatred from breaking into 
bloody violence. But after his death things changed 
and the tribal hatred became a decisive and destroy¬ 
ing factor in Muslim politics. The name of the Kais 
or the Kalb was now associated with every ruler, and 
often and often the governors of the new Caliph 
commuted most cruel excesses against the partisans 
of the deceased Caliph. In reading the poetry of this 
age we are transported into the days of pure, unalloyed 
heathenism. Not a trace is visible ofthat fundamental 
idea of Islam—ils supreme glory : “ the brotherhood 

f r> h i fU Y and the horror of shedding Muslim 
ood. Only the scene of activity is widened. It is 

not Arabia alone but the wide, wide Muslim Empire 

which now becomes the theatre for the indulgence of 

untamed jealousy, wild passion, fratricidal warfare 

1 hat this internecine warfare wrecked the Omayyad 

Empire need not surprise us. But precisely at this dine 

when internal dissensions were disintegrating the 

Mushm Emptre-Arabism was silently aLimifat ng 

he Arab ^ Th * high Wal1 raised earlier by 
one path ^ ^ , The sub J«t races saw but 

other equally heavy burdens imposed by the con- 

tnbeI heSC W " C m ° St lm P° nant subdivisions of the North and South Arabian 
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querors. And to conversion they resorted as the only 
means of escape from these impositions. Just as on 
the part of the Arabs fiscal reasons were more effectiye 
than religious, so also was it with the subject races in 
the matter of conversion. At this period, to be a 
“ Muslim ” was tantamount to being an “ Arab.” 

Persians, Syrians, Copts and Berbers adopted the 
Arabic language, and freely placed their talents and 
learning at the disposal of the conquerors. Hence¬ 
forward the nationality of the Muslim recedes into 
the background. Whether Persian or Syrian or Egyp¬ 
tian—he poses as an Arab. Thus, in the sequel, we 
understand by an “ Arab ” a Muslim who wrote and 
spoke Arabic.* This is the most significant event in 
the history of Islamic civilization, and, perhaps, the 
most incontestable proof of the importance of the 
Arab mission in that age. Persians and Byzantines 
and Copts had fallen into an incurable lethargy, and 
were wholly incapable, of their own initiative, of 
advancing along the path of progress. Contact with 
the Arabs shook off this lethargy, and awakened them 
to fresh intellectual life. 

In the vortex of bloody confusion the germ of the 
old culture—transplanted into a new soil shoots 
forth into fresh life; and the moment the storm sub¬ 
sides, and the star of the Omayyads sets, and that of 
the Abbasids lights the horizon, an efflorescence at 
once immense and splendid greets the eye. 





+ This suggests a striking parallel to the case of Eurasians in India. 



CHAPTER V 


BAGHDAD 

Just as, in the seventh century, the teachings of 
Mohamed united under one common religious idea 
the different nations of Asia and North Africa, so also, 
about the middle of the eighth century, such a union 
was effected in Europe under one common Christian 
idea. Round one banner, as it were—that of the 
Papacy—had gathered together Italy, France, Ger¬ 
many. In large measure this union was born of an 
apprehended danger from Islam to Central Europe.* 
Since the beginning of the eighth century, the 
Arabs, reinforced by the Berbers, had been steadily 
pushmg westwards. The Visigoths had been over¬ 
thrown, and the Muslim army had penetrated into 
Gard where, m a.d. 732, by his victory at Tours, 
Charles Martel set a limit to their advance. The 
commanding position which Charles and his family 
thereupon attained, and which decided the develop¬ 
ment of Central Europe, was the result of this great 
military triumph. 81 

of “- that crid . cal juncture, when the destiny 
broke o n in I°7 “ * hc balance > a revolution 

ot the Omayyads—a dynasty representative of thl 

w7eff an p V V CCS ,° f ° ld Mekkan family. And what 
The old ey ‘< Arah 3 hatred ’ untamed, irrepressible. 

anarchy and's^T 

■ rss 5 

Ranke was the first to point out this aspect of the case 
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—that of Hashim—sought to revive the Caliphate in 
the religious sense of the term. Already, about the 
middle of the Omayyad rule, the family of the Abba- 
sids, i.e., the descendants of Abbas, uncle of the 
Prophet, so won the esteem and confidence ot the 
orthodox as to arouse the fears of the Omayyads. 
And these fears assumed greater and greater dimen¬ 
sions when, under Walid II, there was a split in the 
House of Omayya itself, and yet greater fears still, 
when the most distinguished general of the ruling 
family definitely went over to the Abbasids. 

The “ Imam,” i.e., the foreman—so the represen¬ 
tative of the new dynasty styled himself—had made 
over a black flag to Abu Muslim who, under this 
banner, fought the Omayyads in Kufa, in distant 
Khorasan, and finally conquered them in a two days 
battle at Mosul. The last of the Omayyads Merwan 
II, fled to Egvpt, where he prepared himself for one 
more desperate fight. He lost, and his head was sent 

to Abbas, who opened the line of the Abbasid 

^Once again to the helm of the State, came a Mekkan 
family who, as kinsmen of the Prophet, were expected 
to carry on his traditions and to fulfil his destiny. 
But, in reality, nothing was further from their thoughts 
thaA the rehabilitation of the oldest form of the 
Caliphate. The ultimate goal of these efforts was 
the establishment of a despotism modelled upon the 

Persian “ Chosroism.’ . r . • 

Not feeling very secure in the midst even ot their 

most loyal subjects—the inhabitants of Basra and 
Kufa—even after the pitiless destruction of all but one 
member of the Omayyad family who escaped across 
Africa to Spain,! they resolved to found a new capital 
of their own. % The position and the plan of this new 

* Weil, Islamitische VSlker, p. 127 ,t s<g. (Translated into English by me in 
the Calcutta Review ). 

I The'towns ^jf^Baby Ionia—Kufa, Basra, Anbar-did not quite please them 
for their capital. 
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capital reveal best the new era that had set in. 

It is said that Mansur caused workmen to be 
brought together from Syria and Mosul, from Persia 
and from Babylonia, as also architects and land- 
surveyors ; and over all he appointed four chief over¬ 
seers, one of these being the Imam Abu Hanifah well 
known as the founder of the Hanifites, the earliest of 
e four schools of orthodox Sunni theology The 
plan of the city was first traced out on the ground 
with lines of cinders, and, to mark it the better all 

a'ong .he outline they set balls of cotton saturated 

W.th naphtha and then se, these on fire. On the 

douhle' US ]T rke e We 'f dug the foundations of the 

water and a’third * P dilch „°utside, filled with 
water and a third innermost wall round the centra! 

area the whole thus forming concentric circles four 

of t U hp ISta n C g orT yS bein g ] eft in each of the circuits 
the walls. Of these gates two, the Kufa Gate (S W 1 

and the Basra Gate (S.E.) both opened on the Sara 

leading to the Main Bridge of Boats • while the ? lg - nS ’ 

with four equidistant crates and tu; circular, 

in Islam, probably derived from Persia “ S Exte° Ve ll y 

walls of Baghdad were -I 3,20 ° Y ards -* The 

extraordinary size Ofthe^ W ki sun ' diaed bricks of 

the higher, aXffi^tfad rote Stf*” 
of a rampart. According to one account 

•Ton” measured 105 ^ a " d ' at * founda! 

•J the lower width at goThs/mTsfifeeTbu.' &7 S 
ispcdalVpp^lTfe, 5 ] v5o* 21 , ) a 23 be and 1 26 gely “ ed herC ' See cha P«er II- 
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appears to be a clerical error), while, at the summit 
it narrowed to 37|- feet. The outer wall was by all 
accounts, less massive in its construction, and appa¬ 
rently it is this wall whose dimensions are given by 
Tabari as 75 feet across at the foundations, narrow¬ 
ing to 30 feet at the summit, with a height that may 
be set down at about 60 feet. In the outer wall t e 
four gates were of divers origins : the Khorasan Gate 
which had been brought from Syria, was said to be 
of Pharaonic workmanship ; the Kufa Gate had been 
made in that city by a certain Khalid, son of Abdallah, 
a Muslim craftsman; the Syrian Gate, recognized as 
being the weakest of the four, was constructed in 
Baghdad by the order of Mansur; lastly, where the 
Basra Gate came from is not known. Any one enter¬ 
ing the city of Mansur would, after crossing the ditch 
which encircled the outer wall, pass m by oneof these 
four gates, from each of which a thoroughfare led 
directly to the great central area. Each of the four 
gateways of the outer wall was surmounted by a great 
gate-house, the hall or passage-way of which was 
flanked by porticoes, both hall and porticoes being 

vaulted with burnt bricks set in mortar. 

On the inner side of each paved square rose the 
gate-house of the main wall, surmounted by a great 
dome or cupola with a portico before the gateway. 
Within, the portico was occupied by the horse-guards 

and foot- guards of the Caliph. 

Between the main and the inner walls the area ot 

the four quadrants, divided off by the thoroughfares 
from the gates, was, in earlier times, built over by the 
houses of the immediate followers of the Caliph 
Mansur to whom had been granted here p o s 
hind, and before long the whole space had come to be 
covered bv a network of roads and lanes. _ But th 
Caliph did not allow his people to the^o 

the centra? area ; for, immediately within the mai 
wall, an open ring, 12£ yards broad, was kept clea 
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as a roadway ; while, outside the wall of the central 

are a there was also a clear space forming a road 

The houses m the streets and lanes of each' quadrant 

could also, at need, be shut off from these roads bv 
strong gates. 

In the centre of the city was a great circular area 
at first only partially occupied by palaces and the 
mosque, but which in time came to be built over like 

about" 2 OfiO agh H a / ’ and thiS arCa ’ Which measured 
about 2,000 yards (over a mile) across, was enclosed 

by the innermost circular wall with its four gateways 
In the centie of this area stood the palace of 
Cahph (called the Golden Gate), and beside it the 
Great Mosque^; while, from the four gates of the inner 
wall round the central area, the four highroadsTd 
out, radiating like the spokes of a wheel each in turn 

and S1 fi g , t 1 hrOUgh the gateways in the double walls 
Sc circular" walls* ^ SyStem ° f c <mcen-’ 

mnnovation m the plan of a Muslim city fim “tro 
should live in the centre of all if tha j. the sovereign 

e^lblytnt^edt ckta to ‘ 
were originally mou lded. The emiiVplan oTthe 

and a half, they carried orn ^ j a " d ’ ■° r a . c <™ury 

ence-of wS the . ™le-under Persian influ- 

the proof—became an oH P "“ Wa 1 * e P roduct and 
wantof space we confine “ tal , des P otis ™- For 

view of the inner ourselves to a cursory 

ments of this dynasty and ‘ he actual thieve- 
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The main support and strength of the Abbasids 
was the army, which had grown enormously by the 
admission of the new converts into its ranks,. Und 
the first Abbasids it counted by hundreds of thousands. 

In Iraq alone it reckoned 125,000. This was regu¬ 
larly-paid soldierv. In proportion to their increase in 
numbers their pay declined. At the meridian of the 

Abbasid power in Baghdad the s ° ldier 4 r ®. c ? , „ 

20 ‘ dirhams ’ a month per head (a dirham was 

about a “ franc ” in value). Along with the regularly- 
paid soldiers there was a body of volunteers consist¬ 
ing of Beduins, peasants and towns-folk—who, from 
motives religious or private, took part in th ® ’ 

Within the armv the arrangement was according 
nationality : the “ Harabivya “-infantir, arm^with 

lances—consisted of Arabs , the J un 
and cavalrv—was composed chiefly of foreignets. 
Among the' latter the Khorasanians were most pro¬ 
minent. This position was deliberately assigned to 
them for a purpose. The Caliphs believed that, by 
plaving oflf the South and the North Arabian tr £j S 
against one another, they would control both But 
scarcely a century had passed, when, along wi 
Khorasanians, another foreign element obtained a 
footing and secured an influence—more penlous by 
21 that of the Khorasanians This was the fourth 
division of the army-the Turkish division \ ea,^ 

numbers to tl.e markets of B aghdad and thro gh the 
markets made their wav to the Caliph ” U ’T 
eventuallv to the Caliph’s army. To them specia 

consideration was shown in the hope that tk^woukl 
soon'a scourge to the town, where arburannes^and 

violence characterised their conduct. In 
time they got the Caliphs completely into* heir 

Despite this—for a whole century—the Army of the 
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Abbasids remained, in outer seeming, a tremendous 

instrument of power. In outfit and armour it was 

indistinguishable from the Greek army. It used almost 

the same weapons : bow and arrow, lance and javelin 

sword and battle-axe. A helmet protected the head^ 

a coat-of-mail the body, and the arms and legs were 

encased in iron. The Saracens used girdles, reins, and 

swords adorned with silver. Saddles were of the same 

kind as those of the Byzantines, and precisely like 
those in fashion in the East.* 


Reviews early formed part of the military exercise 
under Mansur, who seems to have interested himself 
very much in military affairs, and who used to hold 
these functions seated, on such occasions, on his 
throne, dressed in helmet and coat-of-mail The 

r°°PJ T 6 4 ar T ged , b fore him in three divisions: 
the North Arabian (Mudar), the South Arabian 

(Yamanides) and the Khorasanides.f Under Mutasim 

a uniform was found for the troops. He dressed his 

or°d d r y red ar fi d * mask with § old g^dles. Mutawakkil 

uniform, and to wear henceforth short brown cloaks 
and to carry the sword, not according to the old 

of th^P C " St01 ?’ ™. Ith ashoulderbelt, but in imitation 

* dle ,^ e . rsian fashion, buckled round the waist + 

Harun ar'p 1 If-j" °. Ur ° Wn timeS 50 in the ^ of 
of warfa^ R T hld ’ Wa r S preSSed into the service 

of the army with Naphtha or Greek fire From the 
account handed down, it is clear that these Naphtha- 

fhe bumW C fi - e ' pr r °°, f suits ’ and could penetrate into 
ever side we 7' ^ ,° f the enem y’ s stronghold. Which- 
we fnnr)^ u 5"™ t0 ’ , We COme across Practices which 

Y b .f CVe . t0 be the acquisition and achieve? 
modern times. The spy system was specially 



Khuda Ba khs h , Orient under the Ca 

kS jb?, Muhammadan ische Studit 
Ktuda Bakhsh, Orient under the Ca 


p. 328. 

p. 88. 

pp. 340, 344 and 345. 
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developed. Both sexes served as spies, and travelled 
to neighbouring countries—in various disguises not¬ 
ably as merchants and physicians—to collect and 
transmit information. Nowhere was the Arab espion¬ 
age more active or more widely diffused than in the 
Byzantine Empire, for the latter was still their honour¬ 
able competitor, as it had been, in the past, their 
undoubted preceptor in the art of warfare. To guard 
against Byzantine encroachments, frontier fortifica¬ 
tions came into existence—a form of military art 
testifying to the energy, method and practical instincts 
of the Arabs. The Syrian frontier, facing Asia Minor, 
had, for long, been a source of danger to the Arabs. 
Long, with alternating fortune, had the two rivals 
fought for the important strategic points there : Tarsus, 
Adana. Massysa, Marash, and Malatiyya * Now they 
were captured by the Byzantines—now by the Arabs. 
Under Mansur they were retaken by the Arabs, and 
were strengthened and fortified anew. Under Harun- 
ar-Rashid a frontier province—with a purely military 
organization — was created ; numerous blockhouses 
were built, and every important point was provided 
with its own permanent garrison. Over and above 
their pay and allowance, by no means small, the 
troops were given lands which they cultivated with 
their families. Under Harun and his immediate 
successors, entire peoples from the outlying provinces 
of the empire, were transplanted and resettled, with 
the result that this part of the country—devastated 
and depopulated by unceasing wars—blossomed into 
life and activity. Until the time of the Caliph 
Wathiq, happy and prosperous were the conditions of 
the frontier province, but, then, its star began to 
wane. Fresh wars, and their distressing consequences, 

acted as a blight upon it. _ r 

The navv furnishes another striking, feature ot 

Muslim activities. t As early as 34 a.h., we hear of 

• Kluula Hakhsh, Orient under the Caliphs* p. 347 et s*q . 

t Ibid.* p. 350 et jr</. 
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(he conquest of Cyprus and the expedition to Byzan¬ 
tium. Since then expeditions suggestive of a navy 
are repeatedly mentioned. That here, in this sphere 
of activity, the Arabs were deeply beholden to the 
Byzantines, is a proposition beyond cavil or doubt. 
But if this is so, no less clear and undeniable is the 
debt which Europe owes to the Arabs in this very 
sphere of activity. Witness the numerous nautical 
expressions which the West has accepted from the 
Arabs and which, indeed, the West has retained to 
the present day. Overwhelming was the Arab influ- 

f/mu ° n P eo P^ e living on the Mediterranean coast. 
1 dm t ^ e Arabian fleet of the earliest period,” says 

r 01 ? A^mer, was a ynodel in many ways to those 
ot the Christian countries, is patent from the fact that 

many Arab nautical terms have been preserved in the 

w?/ Ua f eS ° f ?° T uth . ern Europe, such as cable, Arabic 
Habit;, Arsenal Italian Darsonal (Arabic Dar-ul-sanah) ■ 

Raven”’ C ° meS fr ° m the Arabic Ghurab ’ ie > 


J h i a 7 n nd ^Administration the Caliphate 
attamed its fullest development under the first Abba- 

The oId division of the Empire into provinces 
under governors remained unchanged, but the danger 
of the governors becoming independent of the Central 
Government was realized and guarded against by 

Central con " ection b «w«n the provinces and the 
Centra! authority more real and intimate. The roads 

that lay from Baghdad to the different parts of the 

mpire were scenes of lively intercourse. At Baghdad 

p aS , ?r> great Eostal-Divan (a sort of Government 
along the^oute. Pig'eonf as'ilrrie^of kum'tere 

V^ Ph “p ( 

veoeranhical h ' lr n” a ? d laid the foundation of 

geographical research and activity. But the Dostal 
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such, was a mere department of the State. The post¬ 
master was the appointed supervisor of the °*hcers 
in the provinces.* “ At the headquarters of each ot 
the large provinces,” says Von Kremer, was a 
postmaster, whose duty was to keep the Cahp 
continually informed of all important affairs. 
postmaster had been to supervise the action of the 
Governor, and was, so to speak, a direct confidentia 
agent appointed by the Central Government. 

"Despite all efforts, decentralization could not be 
avoided. The governors became more and more in¬ 
dependent, and their offices hereditary. They claimed 
and secured the right of appointing their lieutenant- 
governors, and soon became rulers of their quondam 
provinces. Even at the capital itself t le reins o 
Government soon slipped out of the hands of the 
rulers. By their side, we notice the Wazir as then 
counsellor and support. The office of the \\azir-— 
though varying in importance under different Caliphs 
—wtTs, indeed, powerful enough to convey the im¬ 
pression to the public that the real wielder of power 
was this officer and not the Caliph, however much m 
theory the former might have been responsible to the 
crown. Theoretically it was with the sanction of the 
Caliph that the Wazir appointed judges, from whom 
a thorough knowledge of law was expected. In matters 
affecting administration and justice the JVazar-ul- 
Mazalim or “ Board for the Inspection of Grievances 
constituted the Supreme Court. This institution was 
borrowed by the Norman King Roger of Sicily from 

the Arabs.f r , ^ 

Finances formed the main concern of the Govern¬ 
ment and the clearest proof of this is to be found in 
the detailed reports of the state revenues that have 
come down to us. These reports testify to a brilliant 
prosperity during the first century of the Abbasid 


* Klimln Bakhsh. Orient under the Caliphs, P 233 ?“7- . „ . . 

t 1‘,iv the history of this institution see khuda Bakhsh, Onenl under tru 

Caliphs, pp. 287-92. 
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rule, and a steady decrease of revenue in each succeed¬ 
ing one. The splendour of the capital kept pace with 
the prosperity of the Empire. Within a short time, 
from a fortress it grew into a world-city of fabulous 

wealth of glory—standing aloft as the only rival of 

Bvzantium. 

* 

In the first century of its existence Baghdad attained 
the meridian of its splendour—to be absolutely precise, 
in the first 83 years. Even under its founders^ the new 
capital began to extend beyond the limits originally 
fixed. Along the highroads which led from the four 
gates into the provinces, suburbs grew which, together 
with newly-arisen Rusafah—a part of the citv on the 
eastern bank of the Tigris—covered five English 
square miles. Out of this sea of houses rose resplen¬ 
dent the palace of the Green Dome.* Up to the 
death of Amin (a.d. 813) this palace—regarding which 
our information is scanty—remained the official resi¬ 
dence of the Caliph. Its inner arrangement and its 
external form were in Persian style ; nevertheless, it 
could not long satisfy the ever-augmenting aesthetic 
tastes of the Caliphs. Even Mansur erected a second 
palace called Khuld, outside the city limits on the 
right bank of the Tigris; and later a third one— 
usafah, on the left bank. While the last two received 
e attention and drew heavily on the purses of 
succeeding Cal, p h S; the Green Dome was left utterly 
eglected and forlorn with the result that in March 
1 the cupola, unable to resist a winter gale and a 

waTTh 55 i°r e r t ? ttered and feI l- A longer lease of life 

ously built with this old palace in the central^rea of 
the town of Mansur, f Of this we possess more detailed 

information, which shows that inconspicuous still 

ed foreign labour upon, them. We know thaf the 

t Md, w. smT’ B ° ghdad und " the Cali P^’ P 31. 

n 
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chief mosque was built of sun-dried bricks set in clay, 
with a roof supported on wooden columns. Most ot 
these columns were constructed of tvio or more beams 
or baulks of timber, joined together endwise with 

glue, and clamped with iron bolts. 

This was the first mosque built in Baghdad, and, 

as originally constructed by Mansur, it stood for about 
half a century, when it was pulled down by Harun, 
who replaced its somewhat primitive structure by an 
edifice solidly built of kilnburnt-bricks set in mortar. 
But even of this no trace is left to-day. In the west 
of the Islamic Empire however—in Kairwan and 
Cordova—the mosques give us some idea of what the 
chief mosque of Baghdad was like. Sacred or pro ane, 
the buildings of the city of Mansur shared the same 
fate. The desire alwavs to create something new and 
better, already induced Mansur to lay the foundations 
of a palace and a mosque on the left bank of the 
Tigris. There, as Crown Prince, his son Mehdi re¬ 
sided, and to its neighbourhood his popularity attract¬ 
ed all who had the means and influence to settle 
down there. Thus East Baghdad—mounting to power 
and fame—eclipsed and overshadowed the old city. 
Here lived the rich and proud Barmacides, occupy¬ 
ing a beautiful pleasure-house which, after their tal , 
passed into the hands of the Caliphs.* This palace o 
Tafar, the Barmacide, which became the nucleus ot 
the great congeries of palaces that subsequently were 
known as the “ Dar-al-Khilafat ” was at first called 
the “ Kasr-Jafari,” but afterwards, having come to 
be inhabited by Mamun, and by the \\azir Hasan 
ibn Sahl, it was more generally named the ivasr- 
Mamuni,” or the “ Kasr-Hasam In its grounds 
after the return of the Caliphate from Samarra, the 
great mosque of the palace (“ Jami-al-Kasr ) was 
erected, while, adjacent to the Hasam, were built two 

other palaces, namely, 

the “Taj,” downstream; all three buildings thus 

• Guy Lc Strange, Baghdad under the Caliphate, p. 243. 
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standing on the Tigris bank, with great gardens 
stretching behind them, enclosing many minor palaces 
within their precincts. 

The temporary transfer of the capital—in the ninth 
century a.d.— from Baghdad to Samarra, did not 
seriously affect Baghdad. On the return of the Caliph 
to the old capital—notably in the eastern portion of 
the town—fresh developments took place. Almost 
nothing remains here of the artistic creations of Islam 
during five centuries. We are thus thrown upon our 
imagination to conceive the splendour of this ‘ quon¬ 
dam ’ world-city. We should not lose sight of the fact 
that Baghdad was also a port. In the quays of the 
Tigris—extending for miles on both banks—lay a fleet 
at anchor, riverboats of all forms and sizes, warships 
and jollyboats of the Caliphs and her wealthy citizens! 

We would have relegated to the realm of fiction 
all that the Arab historians and poets relate of this 
wonderful city—of the five boats of Caliph Amin, 
built to look like a lion, an elephant, an eagle, a horse 
and a snake—had not recent researches ratified the 
statements otherwise seemingly incredible It is 
reported that in East Baghdad there was an entire 
bazaar of Chinese wares procurable there, including 
also sable, ermine, marten, fur, fish-bones, leather 
wax, arrows, arms and slaves from the north of 
Europe. Tens of thousands of Arab coins found in 
different parts of Russia, nay, even on the Swedish 
coast, confirm this report. There is thus little reason 

wown bt l hat i thC - Ar u bS ex P° rted to th °se countries 
woven materials, jewellery, metal mirrors, glass beads 

spices and harpoons for whaling. A glance at the 

e r?? rt r f nd - ir ^P orts reveals the cultural superiority 
o the Islamic Empire. It exchanged its own products 
for the raw materials of the north. Sugar and the 
metal industry seem to have been and remained the 
domain of the Persians. On the other hand, Syria 
was the home of glass manufacture. Apart fron/the 
art of carpet-making, textiles were an old Arab indus- 
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try which throve under the new conditions, and 
attained great excellence. Far-famed, indeed, was the 
Syrian glass, but Baghdad did not long lag behin , 
and established her own glass factory. In fact, she 
quickly learnt to use glass as an object of luxury. As 
early as the second century of the Hegira, the manu¬ 
facture of enamelled and drawn glass was known to 
the Baghdadis.* In Iraq (Babylonia) the manufac¬ 
ture of glass hanging lamps for the mosques, and also 
cups of all sizes and colours, was a speciality. Unti 
later times South Arabia supplied the finest brocade, 
woven linen, and silk materials. Damask, already 
much in favour with the Omayyad Caliphs, became 
locally renowned in the Syrian capital. In the hey¬ 
day of Baghdad the goldsmith’s talents were much 
indented upon. We read of a golden tree which stood 
in one of the show rooms of the Caliphs, and a golden 
elephant with ruby eyes. We also read of artistic 
timepieces ingeniously made about this time. When 
Maqrizi, an Egyptian, speaks of a school of painting 
at Basra, and of the works of a master there, in the 
noticeable absence of Arab painting, we are inclined 
to be rather sceptical about it. But, even here, recent 
discoveries silence our doubts, and correct our error. 
The little castle “ Kusair Amra,” discovered m the 
heart of the Syrian desert by the explorer Alois Musil 
(and more thoroughly examined since), is richly 
covered in the interior with wall-paintings in Byzan¬ 
tine style, and shows that, even in Omayyad times, 
thev did not refrain from painting human figures on 
buildings not held sacred. Thus falls to the ground 
the widely-accepted view that the Islamic prohibition 
of images had cut the life-nerve of the fine arts-— 
sculpture and painting. In the mosque indeed—-tor 
fear of idolatry—human figures were not allowed to 
be painted. But “ Kusair Amra” is an instance in 
point, showing liberal and free use of painting in 

* Probably glass tubing or articles of glass made by manufacturing molter 
glass. 
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buildings neither sacred nor religious. By inculcating 

excellence of handicrafts, Islam cast a 
religious halo over trade and craft, with the result 
that, wherever Muslims found anything new, they at 
once applied themselves to it, extending and develop¬ 
ing it. For example, they chanced to hear of the art of 
manufacturing paper carried on in some remote corner 
of the Muslim Empire—possibly in China itself. It 
caught their fancy, and we notice that in the first 
years of the Abbasid rule a paper factory—possibly 
iun by the Chinese was established at Samarqand. 
Scarcely had they learnt to make paper, when they 
began to experiment in its production from linen and 

first paper factory was 
started in Baghdad, and the use of paper was intro- 

duced into Government offices. Gradually, through¬ 
out the Empire, paper factories were set up, and paper 
of newer and newer kinds produced : silk-paper, note- 
paper, strong and weak paper; smooth and ribbed 
paper, white and coloured paper. Papyrus and parch¬ 
ment having played their role, a much cheaper 
writing material was found—a happy augury for the 
arts, the sciences, and letters.* 

Another branch of industry was the preparation of 
perfumes from roses, water-lilies, stocks, orange- 
blossoms, musk flowers, etc. On this trade—as it 
existed in the neighbourhood of Damascus—we have 
detafled information from Al-Dimishqi. Very widely 
amused, also, was this industry in the environs of 
bhiraz—so very widely diffused that the Government 
evied taxes upon buildings where rose-water was 
manufactured. The preparation of these perfumes 
required a number of chemicals. For agricultural, 
industrial and scientific purposes new instruments and 
i p ements were constantly needed, and these were 
always invented and supplied. In fact, to that industry 
the entire Islamic world devoted itself, and not with- 

J 924/) hUda BakHsh ’ B °° k ' Tfade UndtT tht Caliphate, (Calcutta Review, February, 



86 


THE ARAB CIVILIZATION 


out a tinge of pride do Arab authors enumerate its 
details, and dwell upon the devices hit upon for irri¬ 
gation purposes. 

Nor was food adulteration unknown or infrequent. 
Directions, given to the police for detection ol such 
practices, have come down to us. A whole literature 
grew up, dealing with poisons, spices, steel-industry, 
porcelain, metal, weaving, etc. This literature was 
chiefly the work of artisans and traders, and not of 
the members of learned professions; but, to be sure, 
of artisans and traders of a superior kind, and was 
designed for the working classes. Thus trade and 
craft, power and wealth, all helped, in equal measure, 
to deepen and popularise culture. With prosperity 
came the need for enjoyment, and the love of beauty ; 
and, noblest and highest of all, the craving for know¬ 
ledge, the search after truth.* Nothing brings this 
fact more obviously home than the educational insti¬ 
tutions in the golden age of Baghdad. Already, under 
the first Caliphs, we see, in Arabia and the conquered 
provinces, schools established for the teaching of the 
Qur’an.t Under the Abbasids we find these schools 
spread like a network throughout the Caliphate. As 
even to-day in the East, the instruction imparted was, 
as a rule, mainly confined to the Qur’an. Grammar 
was not infrequently added, but the art of calligraphy 
was never excluded from the curriculum. Without 
any initiative on the part of the State a sort of com¬ 
pulsory school system grew up. Boys joined schools 
from the sixth year, and girls were not absent from 
them either. Rich and poor alike enjoyed the same 
rights and privileges. The community paid the school¬ 
master, and we read with amusement how parents 
arranged with the master to get their children away 
from the school earlier than others. The subsequent 
foundation of the universities shows how considerable 

* Dierds, Araber im Mittelalter, p. 111. . D . 

t Khuda Bakhsh, Marriage and Family Life among the Arabs, (Calcutta Review, 
August 1923, p. 195 et seq.) Cf. Snouck Hurgronje’s Achehnese, Vol. il, 

DD. 1-10. 
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were the results of these elementary institutions. 
True, however, middle schools—a preparatory stage 
to the admission into the universities—were lacking. 
Even at the universities religion retained its primacy, 
for was it not religion which first opened the path to 
learning ? The Qur’an, tradition, jurisprudence, there- 
*? re T^ 11 these preserved their pre-eminence there. 
But it is to the credit of Islam that it neither slighted 
nor ignored other branches of learning ; nay, it offered 
the very same home to them as it did to theology— 
a p ace in the mosque. Until the fifth century of the 
Hegira “the mosque was the university of Islam,” 
and to this fact is due the most characteristic feature 
of Islamic culture—“ perfect freedom to teach.” The 
teacher had to pass no examination, required no 

n ° formalit Y> to launch out in that capacity 
What he needed was competence, efficiency, mastery 

of his subject. The public character of the teaching 
ensured the competence of the teacher. Every Muslim 
ad free admission to the lectures. And to these 
lectures came not inquisitive ignoramuses, but Muslim 
savants from all parts of the Empire. It was open 
o any member of the audience to question the 
ecturer, and a lecturer, unable to explain a point 
raised or to satisfy the questioner, was forthwith dis- 
graced, discredited. Many features of the teaching 

hL fixed n d haVe C nT down *° us ‘ Ev ery teacher had 
wl fi nn d | d y r and hours. On the other hand, there 

with e M ,mit to fi th e lectures. It rested entirely 

classes closed down. The lecture was usually based on 

bv r another° I Th OS 'i d either , b >' the Ecturer himself or 

downC th, Th 5- eCtUre b delivCred slow| y> was taken 

siona|lv y ,hrrl e . nC u ? y means of questions occa- 

he was beimr fon^’ * 5 ® ecrurer asce rtained whether 
iie was being followed or not. At times he steoned 

them ftom the t”*?^ ence ’ to discuss the subject with 
nem. from the tenth century on, the older teachers 
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employed assistant teachers to help the students in 
revising the subject. Until the eleventh century the 
teacher was left to earn his own living. Some held 
appointments as judges (qadhis), others enjoyed 
patronage. Others again carried on some trade or 
craft. Students of languages and literature took up 
private tutorships, worked as companions, or com¬ 
posed occasional odes, for their living. Later on, 
academies were established by princes, where the 
teachers received salaries and enjoyed honour and 

dignitv * But the era of decline had then already 
begun. The period of Islam’s widest sway corres¬ 
ponded with the period of the most perfect freedom 
to teach. There was one and only one check copy¬ 
right. No one was allowed to use the book of another 
at a public lecture without written permission.^ 

Even after the death of the author, the right to 
record this permission devolved on his heirs. Nor was 
any member of the audience allowed to make use of 
a lecture without the lecturer’s permission. This per¬ 
mission was the sign-manual warrant of competence. 
The maintenance and enforcement of the law ot 
copyright served as an incentive to personal effort, to 
originality, to progress, in the domain of learning. 

in dealing with the development of Science m 
Islam we cannot overlook the “ role ” sustained by 
the various nations within its fold. We must confess 
that the refinement of poetry, the wealth of hg ht 
literature, the best portion of philosophy and his¬ 
toriography, are the intellectual gifts of the Persians. 
Nor can we shut our eyes to the fact that theology, 
jurisprudence, medicine and the natural sciences, rest 
to such an extent upon a Hellenistic basis that they 
may almost be regarded as identical with it. All this 
notwithstanding, we must guard against undervaluing 
the subtle influence of Arab psychology upon Islamic 
culture, difficult though it be to establish it by posi- 


* Khucti Bakhsh, Islamic Civilization , p. 285 et seq. 
mini der Arabtr , (Gottingen, 1837). 


Wustcnleld, DU Acadt- 
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five proof or conclusive documentation.* After lone 
over-estimating the Arab influence, we would fall into 
the opposite errorf were we to assume that Islamic 
savants —belonging, though they did to different 
nationalities; possessing perfect command over the 

whh tbi A ng K age ; H ^’* 8 ? e y dld > in closest contact 
ith the Arabs , making Arab history, poetry, rdio-i OU s 

ideas, subjects of deep, penetrating studv—were not 

leavened bv Arab thought, or that the uniform 

character of their intellectual out-turn was not born 

of Arab influence. Nor should it be forgotten that it 

was the Arabs who stirred afresh in these various 

nationalities a craving for knowledge and offered 

opportunities for the satisfaction of that renewed crav 

mg to them Nor yet should it be forgotten tha^t 

was an Arab dynasty which, officially and privatelv 

stood out for culture and enlightenment ^tendin?’ 

nursing, patronizing, learning and thought generallv 

covers some 500 years. Dunn- Z loner a u g 

was naturally ebb and flow in culture-sJch ebh^ 

S 2 en?,h' T T™*’ remained 

SEsSipSEi? 

b e ?h Ch V S/ " m in hl ^^^o r ^aL R The n I S t PapCr ° n hlam and Emanuel 
by the sober reflections of the other. extra ^gances of one are corrected 
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e.g., philosophy, mathematics, astronomy, astrology, 
medicine, natural sciences, geography. That the 
Arabs, at first, directed their attention to those 
branches of learning to which they were drawn from 
motives of religion, and in which they attained a 
distinctive greatness, is a proof of their talents. Thus 
the necessity of settling and explaining the Qur amc 

texts became the basis of theology. ... . 

The principle, rigidly adhered to m the beginning 

of the oral transmission of the Qur an was ultimate y 

given up. The traditional reading was adopted, set 

down in writing, and amply commented upon. More 

important still was the theological speculation which 

contact with Christianity had provoked in the firs 

century of Islam at Damascus. To these theological 

speculations we must ascribe the origin of the 

provided belief in Allah and His Prophet remained 
unimpaired—did not amount to an abandonment o 

Islam) In Basra arose the Mutazahtes, who busied 
themselves with questions regarding the essence and 
attributes of God, and who, rejecting the doctrine of 
predestination, proclaimed the free-will of mam 
Under the Abbasids even the eternal character of the 
Qur’an was called into question-a doctrine which 

a d. 827. By this e ? dict the Qur’an was^declared to be 
“ created and not eternal.” Through Al-Ashan (a h. 
300)—who passed over from “ Mutazalaism 1 

Henceforth dogmatic teachings were founded .on 
scholastic philosophy. In contrast to the hairsplitting 

renturv a d the Sufis step forward into light. Ascetics 

‘’’’^d’^^Vh^Sufi^^eveloped’i^sys^em of’exaltation 

" C t ’ h d e ea fi U h g oa, U of SgtSs life. Vile sorn* taught 

the various ways of contemplation leading up to 

* Khuda Bakhsh, Islamic Civilization, p. 59 cl scq. 
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merger in God others sang, in rapturous strain of 
fnvTf 7 a, a A d dlV ^f, ecstasy. In Al-Kushari (d. 

" Idn ' al ' Fand (d- j 234), and Ibn-al-Arabi (d. ] 940) 
Arab mystic poetry found brilliant representatives 
We have already seen that under the Omavyads 

rTadfth 11 ^ branC n Cd ° fffr r theol °^ 111 the form 
ol hadith, i.e., collections of traditions. Originally 

«„tTofXH a " Smi ‘l ed f rally ’ but ' in second 
century of the Hegira, the huge collections of tradi- 

t ons were found to be in a hopelessly chaotic condi- 

he names a of at the mPt WaS “ adc C ° aiTange them under 

chapters, according as they related to matters con- 

rsirT'rs^r or H pr i vate i i k - The option 

oldest in point of time. Along with four others thev 
ave enjoyed, and still enjoy, an undisputed supre¬ 
macy m the entire Islamic world.* These “ hadith ” 

mental 'source 1 oftod- 

ZtSS2.fi! Ssu 

thefturanand the"su^’» gmg Irai t; Thus > to 

|SS!SEi : l#S 

than ever before, as, henceforth"the idea of ^St . 

and rose triu mph g a „ t .. - Svemment andTei' d ltSdf 

twinborn ” became the nd re ! I g Ion are 

Under its influence TcBa ■ 1 j g ’ Pp rrn eating view. 

253 

theology, and henceforward'the th'wjlo^an wascalled 

Morley, Analytical Digut, Vol. I, p. cclii et sea. 
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a jurist (faquih) or a “ savant ” {dlim). 

Through conquests Muslims had become acquaint¬ 
ed with the laws of Justinian, and as .* e 
were not at all sufficient to furnish a guiding principle 
in dealing with the abundance of cases that no 
called for® decision, the Muslims early adopted the 

methods of the Roman jurists- analogical deduction 

Giyas”) and private judgment (_ rai ) — tor 
adapting and extending the law to suit the times. 
Thh led to a violent conflict between the supporters 
of " hadith ” pure and simple, and the champions o 

fprog"essive P system of law, with the -suit that 

schools of jurisprudence came into being which, in 
the evolution of principles, distinctly stepped beyond 
the “ hadith,” but which yet, in outer seeming, based 
their decisions, in individual cases, on the matena s 
subsisting in the “ hadith.” This was naught but our 
offi friend “ legal fiction.” What wonderful disguise 
it has assumed in different systems ! Not theTirst, but 
by far the most powerful jurist that addressed himself 
to “ oivas ” was Abu Hanifa.* Although not a judge 
himself, he founded a school of law which, according 
to Von Kremer, is the highest and loftiest achieve¬ 
ment of which Islam is capable. Shortly after h 
death his system was officially accepted at court and 
throughout the Islamic Empire, and to this system 
most Muslims still yield assent, and pay horn g . 
While Abu Hanifa struck the path of juristic specula- 
tion,t Malik Ibn Anas adopted the historical stand 

* Goldziher, Die S^hbiUn, p. 13 ; Khuda Bakhsh, Orient under the Caliphs, 

p. 394 et seq. ; Mcrley, ^wed by the chief Sunni sects Ibn 

# 1" Speaking of the exercise forms two systems, that of the 

Khaldun says, ‘ the Science of Junspru n -f ^ ^ ^ wa a hl-al-qiyas) 

followers of private J ud K men , an ^f * h followers of tradition, who were 
who were natives of Iraq, and that of the^ fcw tradition3 , they 

natives of Hijaz. As the people of Iraq p e^^d t rofic j enC y therein, 

had recourse to analogical deductions, private judgment : the Imam 

for which reason they were caHecl ^ /«/to« ofprwaU j know , edgc 

Abu Hanifa, who was their Is The people of Hijaz had Imam 

of this system, tau S ht t , ‘^l Shafah Some learned circles disapproved of 
Malik Ibn Anas, and then Al-Shata i. a proceeding . These were 

t \ n f|£tf(fo U llowS of Abu Daud Sulaiman), and they laid it down as a 
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of five hundred years ! One wrote in the metropolis 
of the modern world, on the Thames; the other in 
North Africa, in an old castle (Kalat Ibn Salmah) the 
ruins of which are still to be seen in the province of 
Oran (Algeria) on the left bank of Mina.* More 
difficult it is for a layman to form an idea of Arab 
philology, rich exceedingly though is the literature on 
the subject. If hazy and indistinct are its beginnings, 
even to an expert, how much more difficult must it 
be for an outsider to realize the immense intellectual 
labour needed to produce a grammar of the Arabic 
Language such as the Persian Sibwaih’s ? This classic, 
completed in the second century of the Hegira, and 
known henceforth throughout the Islamic Empire as 
The Book , shows at once the philological attainments 
of the learned, and the discriminating interest of the 
populace in this branch of learning. If philology owes 
its birth to the Qur’an—that is to say, to a need at 
once national and religious—it did not altogether 
ignore the general human interest therein. Arab 
activity and achievement, in this direction, at once 
come to mind when we think of Arab culture. Here 
the Arabs—we use the term in its widest sense— 
played a world-role. They took what they found, 
built upon it, and handed down the result of their 
labours as a stepping-stone for further progress. 

It is not to be expected that within two centuries 
of their intellectual growth the Arabs unaided, wholly 
of their own initiative, would inaugurate all the 
various branches of learning. Intellectual activities of 
different nations are connected with one another— 
nay, are even dependent upon one another—whatever 
be the interval of time separating them. The spark of 
truth, once alight, is never wholly quenched. The 
advancement of knowledge, therefore, is never isolat¬ 
ed, never apart from other movements, whether 

* Khuda Bakhsh, Politics in Islam, p. 178 (in the Sir Asutosh Mookerjee 
Silver Jubilee Volume) ; Von Krcmer, Ibn Khaldun und seme Culturgeschxchte det 

islatnischen Reiche . 
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contemporaneous or of the asres tu. ■ 

continuity in human progress. "Unfair, therefore is it 

—that In kaSt som f hin g—something to their credit 
goodly portion of rh? • } S were masters of a 

buted what they could to the task hf Jr!** 7 

ture, interwoven with f:firf riarrifv"' af 1 °" Greek cul- 
to Syria and Mesopotamia Thon h " trans P Ii “»ed 

lated not 5 only ecclesiastic!^^ Syria the y trans¬ 
profane, writers then in vomie h ^ 3 S -° almost al] the 

t] °n to Aristotle, Hippocrates’ » special atten ' 

tonans oppressed and persecuted f n the N - eS ' 

learning among the Persians° r themselves and their 

their adopted homes they resumed ° f 

world at large. AboutTn^S"? C ” ltUre to the 

Khusru Nushirwan, founded anV ? ersian . Kin g, 

cine and philosophy This^rad^ the StUdy of medi- 

cloisters and the Icademy ^ th T e Syrian 

my at Jondashapur, Hellenis- 
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tic learning' found a third home in the 

town of Harran, whose inhabitants lo>al _ 

heathen faith up to. the fourt ce " c ^ ry and astr0 no- 

rcafstud^ wUh th uZter,up,ed and unintpaired 

ZC From all these sources knowledge flowed to the 
Arabs We cannot say precisely when Arab interest 

h i m$E£ 

new i ?e t H r g C ion r b;c 0 ame U a SI bindiig folk brtwee* ruler 
and ruled. This can hardly be dated earlier than 

A ^LJ nd er Caliptf M a m u n (813-833) translations began 

Ey of heTaXtors, abSut this time, were no, 

to turn their Syriac translation into. ArabjC. 1^ h ^ 
^"EcEco^ec™^ led to repeated trans- 

the flower and fruit of these activities. It was tortu 
nate for the intellectual development of Islam that 
took Aristotelean, and not Platonic, or 1 s ran 
Neo-Platonic, philosophy as the starting-pom 

intellectual voyagttof "I ra bfwh*he“ 

£ XpTed X h oS utSlen,ed. With sotne^h« 

S3S? E^^^e^tow, 

* Khuda Baklish, Islamic Civilization, pp. 269-71. 
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were done into Arabic. It is not possible to enter here 
Sphate e ‘onlv lh = 'plating activities under the 

branches of learning can be attempted. Taking over 
he elements of mathematics from Euclid the decirm 1 
system from the Indians in the ninth century they 

sTgn ero ” U , Arab The ad °P*>'°n of the 

: g zero (Arabic sifr) was a step of the hiVh 

oZoTonl: 

perfected “ o^c-rja^Tve? 

About the year a d 8?n ,'h ’’ ° f 8, eornetr y. and so on. 

warzinri wr V ote a'fex t Ln f A1 ' Kha - 

wasut,^ 

ss5 irrv a “ 

ex 5r.r.S ! -" £ " i£ Wsk 

brillia ^ ' a ? gent is ^Somcf theArabf Th'’ 

Gopernicn?cus, ^annot^e recalled anus > of 

US of the fundamental and f d wlthout «minding 

Arab mathematicians ^ a ^ ours °f the 

theories with pracS examh^b '° in f' rla « *«r 

Geodesy the calculation of he h e'eh (“of ‘ be “ g * at 
of the width of vallevQ ght of mountains, 

objects situated on a^lain 6 p lstance between two 

mechanics «o the 7"^ 

, 87 W« U , Ubersttzfmgtn „** a. ^ 

13 
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of highly sensitive balances. The determination of 
snecific weight, learned from the Greeks, was rendere 
Se expeditious by the introduction of new methods 

Zn 7 the Chinese, became the gu.de of the nav, ga¬ 
mes whose destination was Ceylon, the Sunda Island 

and China. From the Arabs, indeed, the Italian 
navigators obtained their knowledge of the use of the 
compass without which the great sea-voyages of the 
fifteenth century would have been an impossibility. 

That it was not merely practical interests which 
gave an impetus to the study of physical sciences 
esDecially proved by the investigations that took plac 
S P the domain of optics. Through the study of he 
works of Euclid and Ptolemy, the Arabs adopted 
Plato’s theory that vision was effected by antennae 
proceed ng outwards from the eyes. But the majority 
K Muslim scientists, adopting the views >fAm; 

S from the objects to the eyes. The doctrine of 

vision, “that is to say, the question how °^ ec ‘" a P£“ c 

to us in the most various circumstances, and 

the image is formed, was one of intense, absor ring 

”from *Sd and" 'pMemy, ‘h™ 

Ess ss4&««ws; = 

Middle Ages, a theory which held sway until recent 

times In addition to these investigations Ibn-al- 
S sphTrical and parabolic mirrors and 

(d 1294) brought home to Western scholars the 
results of his labours. Wrongly to Roger Bacon was 

ment of Ibn-al-Haitham. Other investigations oHbn- 

al-Haitham concerned themselves with the earner 
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obscui' 3 which he was probably the first to make use 
ol. io him, too, must be ascribed the discovery of 
the distinction between “ umbra ” and “ penumbra.’ 5 
rhe treatise of Ibn-al-Haitham on optics was trans¬ 
lated 'into Latin and Italian, and served Kepler as a 
reliable gu.de in his researches. Even Leonardo Da 

V inci appears to have known and used Ibn-al- 
Haitham s works. 


Next to mathematics, astronomy was the favourite 
study of the Arabs. Since time immemorial, stars had 
been their guides in the desert. Already the Baby- 
omans had made a study of the heavens, and through 
the stars had sought to read the future. When bv 

f?he S latter an T th H- witin & of Ptolemy and Siddhanta 
(the lattei an Indian work on astronomv) interest in 

this subject was revived, the Muslims made substam 
tial pi ogress therein. 

establLh^T 8 thC Em P' re observatories were 

"b^; S Pto, SUCCeede / in reV ‘ Sin S the ~°mical 
bles of Ptolemy, and in ascertaining, with greater 

KeTun H, qUi ' y ° f i h l ediptic and 'he orbits 
l the sun, the moon, and the planets. In a most 

ingenious manner Al-Beruni determined the mami- 

mfcaUerms 0 ? A Pr r r ™ Th ' nUmerous — 

etc ) tes™v to th, T, ( S g -’ Z ‘ nUk ’ Azimuth • 
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a S,ro , n0 7dv PO oT—' 

waged* w- u S? h eCw~ t rft .he C 

"g g.ven »? 

mmmm 

— “rtf toS; 7 

alkali prepared from tartar and saltpetre ; and among 

ThTincrfaS in'dre^umto of^artificMKprepared 

from the Gieeks, tne app - ki achievements 

Tfhe d rrabsln‘thel’m^of SSfery. If, in this 

direction, they advanced eom.detably ^eyond^ J 
full measuie of success 1 V di j sc i en ce, 

:hi e ch”hey d - «“ but in which they 

Es 

an Th«7gM r ;d7do r ped h 'h'e y m, of nursing in pubhc 
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physicians at the Court of Baghdad—Indians apart— 
were exclusively intent on translating the works of 
their forerunners into Arabic—particularly those of 
Dioscorides, Hippocrates, etc.—the later ones succeed¬ 
ed in displacing the works of Galen and Hippocrates 
for several centuries and substituting their own at the 
Universities. Of this class of original writers the 
oldest is Mohamed Ibn Zakariyyah-al-Razi (850-923) 

who, in ten volumes, set forth, under Mansur, an 

Encyclopedia of Medicine. As distinguished as Razi, 

but later in point of time, was Ibn Sina (Avicenna), 

author of a Canon of Medicines. Up to the sixteenth 

century the ninth volume of the works of Razi (Lat. 

(Rases) and the Canon of Avicenna constituted the 

basis of the lectures on medicine in the Universities 
of Europe. 

The successes of the Arabs were not uniform in all 
the sciences pursued by them. Least striking in 
Zoology they achieved considerable distinction in 
Mineralogy and Botany. The latter they cultivated 
with increased and increasing interest—especially so, 
because of its importance to medical science. The 
result was a harvest of new discoveries. But they 
never really tried to build up a connected system of 
Natural Sciences out of the abundance of material at 
hand. However accurate in observation and indus¬ 
trious in their accumulation of facts, the final elabo¬ 
ration of a system was—as it is even to-day—the 
weakest point m the intellectual armoury of the 
Arabs. True, in the Astronomical Tables of Al-Beruni • 
in the Scales of Wisdom of Hazini; in the Canon of 
Avicenna; m the Thesaurus Opticae of Ibn-al-Haitham 
they have left behind comprehensive scientific trea- 
uses. But no such achievement stands to their credit 
in the realrn of those philosophical speculations which 
hey entered with such consuming zest. Nay, not only 
nothing enduring is to be discovered there, but they 
scarcely realised the value and worth of the legacy 
bequeathed to them. In analysis they shone. There. 
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they were in their element. . . . 

Logic sharpened the weapons of polemical ci lticism. 

Natural sciences weakened the force of Qur anu 
arguments. Reason began to extend her sway—to 
challenge faith. The newly-arisen freedom and.flexi¬ 
bility of mind found expression and satisfaction in 
travels. It seemed as if the old Beduin roving instinct 
had laid hold of all who had accepted Islam. Religion 
primarily stimulated this passion for extensive trave , 
for did it not enjoin pilgrimages to the sanctuaries of^ 
Mekka and Jerusalem, and later even of Cordova:' 
From the frontiers of India to those of Morocco, the 
Arabic language was understood, if not spoken. It 
reigned supreme in the mosques, not merely as the 
language of worship, but also as that of instruction. 
Thus—hail from where he might—the Muslim could 
attend every lecture ; take part in every discussion 
held at the mosques. The peace and security enjoyed 
under a firm Government promoted these extensive 
travels. The theologian ransacked the whole Empire 
to obtain traditions from the descendants of the last 
Companions of the Prophet; amidst dangers and 
privations, among the Beduins of Central Arabia, the 
philologist sought the key to the language ot the 
Qur’an and the most ancient poets ; those interested 
in other branches of learning would not rest content 
until they had heard the lectures of the renowned 
professors of their particular subject—though they 
thought and lived at the opposite ends of the Empire. 

In these circumstances it is not to be wondered at 
if geographical knowledge increased, exhaustive 
books of travels were written ; valuable geographical 

works composed. 

More fateful still for cultural purposes—though not 
altogether free from danger for the State—was the 
diffusion of fresh knowledge and the circulation ot 
fresh ideas throughout the Empire. Thus we hear 
how the first messenger of unfettered views was hailed 
with joy and acclamation in Khorasan, and how a 
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Mekkan, hearing at Baghdad that there they hac 
done away with anthropomorphism—still rampant ir 
Mekka began, in his native town, an account of hk 
travels with the words “ I have discovered new Islam. 

A new Islam! Among highly-cultured people— 
armed with mathematics, natural sciences, logic— 
the Qpr an could hardly maintain its unchallenged 
sway; and thus, despite all persecutions on the part 
of the State, the freest and boldest rationalism, found 
and forced a way. And, with the passing years, more 
and ever more clearly was it realised that there was 
no necessity for only one single successor of the 
Prophet as Prince of the Faithful. Spain had long 
made itself independent—Africa, politically, pursued 
its own destiny. In one respect, and one only the unity 
of the Islamic Empire remained intact, unaffected¬ 
ly 1 ,^ e searc h for truth, in the pursuit of beauty. 
Politically, the Empire had fallen into pieces. This 
spelled no disaster—no loss to culture. 

When, in a.d. 1258, the Moghals, under Halaku, 
broke for ever the power of the Abbassids, and des¬ 
troyed, with ruthless vandalism, their capital—effac¬ 
ing therefrom all vestiges of science and art—in the 
North of Africa and in Arab Spain Muslim civiliza¬ 
tion undisturbed, still continued its independent 
pacific course, and preserved there for us—what we 
mcmrn as lost in the East—the^memorials’of Islamic 
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MUSLIM NORTH AFRICA AND SPAIN 

The one condition precedent for Culture is a well- 
settled Government; for such a Government alone is 
at once the basis of social order, of trade and com¬ 
merce, and, indeed, of all national prosperity, and 
well-being. The vaster the empire the greater the 
development under favourable conditions. For the 
culture not only of Islam but of Europe too, it was a 
good augury that the Arabs subdued the entire nor¬ 
thern coast of Africa and the south-western part of 
Europe. It was no light task for the Arabs to hold in 
check an immense territory inhabited by tenacious 
and warlike peoples. It took more than two decades 
completely to subjugate and pacify those parts of 
Egypt and Tripoli which yielded to the earliest assaults 
of Muslim arms. Even the romance-tinged advance 
of Uqba Ibn Nafi—the real conqueror of North 
Africa, and the founder of the military camp at Kair- 
wan—was rendered futile by his death (a.h.. 63). 
North Africa shook off the Muslim yoke. Kairwan 
itself fell into the hands of the Berbers, and the frontier 
of Islam was pushed back to Barka. Only the third 
attempt — undertaken six years later successfully 
attained the goal. After heavy and, in the beginning, 
disastrous struggles with the Byzantines and the 
Berbers, the destruction of Carthage, and the annihi¬ 
lation of the Berber priestess Kahina and her followers, 
the country was conquered up to Constantine, and 
the Muslim frontier was extended, between the years 

87-90 a.h. (706-709 a.d.), by Musa Ibn Nusair, as far 
as Tangier. Already in 710 a.d. had begun the 
advance towards Spain. The history of that invasion 
is well known: how a freedman of Musa, with but 
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500 men, undertook the first expedition to the 
southern promontory of the Iberian Peninsula; how, 
in the year 711, another freedman, Tarik, with 7,000 

i , _ . over in small boats ; how 

Roderick’s army of 90,000 strong was defeated the 

same year, bv 25,000 Muslims, and how Cordova’and 

.Toledo fell. Well-known, too, is it, how Musa, jealous 

of the successes of his lieutenant Tarik, imprisoned 

him and how, when strongly reinforced, he reduced 
all bpam to Muslim rule. 


Musa, however, was suddenly recalled. When leav- 

"/S S P ain > he transferred to his sons authority over 
the different provinces. But the Caliph, distrusting the 
whole family, declined to ratify his arrangements. 
Henceforth, in the western provinces, this tale con¬ 
stantly repeats itself: the Central Power’s distrust of 
the local governor and the Local Government’s 
attempt to make itself independent of the Caliph. 
Witness all Moorish history in Africa and Spain ! P 

c uj U f • qu , estl ° ned > if not powerless, was the will of 
Baghdad in the Pyrenees, yet, even there, community 

of language and religion implanted an ineradicable 
•sense of Muslim unity. More important by far than 
the unity °f the Caliphate was this unity of language 
and religion. On the common interest in the Qur’an 
and the branches of learning connected therewith 
rested the whole foundation of intellectual activity in 
’ pa ’ n and N °rth Africa in those days. And to this 

fact y th°,r f ngUag ^, mUSt bC aSCribed * he ^standing 

of the entire Islamic world. Wheresoever the cultured 

to feei m mi pV raVe l 1 ’ he onl y had to enter the mosque 

LnS Perf r Ctly a p ome -* Arabic was not only the 
anguage of worship. It was also the medium of 

or he C W n ; EVCr Z b °° k tHat WaS Written in the East 

the sword of Islam, in the first instance, and the Arab 

Von Kremer, Cullurgeschichte des Orients, Vol. II, p. 439 et seq. 
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imperial instincts in the second, helped the sciences 
of the East in their trend westward. The learning of 
Greece and Indiapassed across North Africa to Europe. 

From the Arabic literature that has come down to 
us we see that in Egypt, in funis, in Morocco, every¬ 
where, schools were founded and learned men en¬ 
couraged. It was usual for authois to associate them¬ 
selves with the places where they worked, and from 
the names of the authors we can thus make out the 
province or the town or the village—from extreme 
East to extreme West—where they lived and wrote. 
We must, however, restrict ourselves to Cordova—the 

rival of Baghdad. 

Since the middle of May, 756, the Omayyads— 
excluded from the East—held sway here as the 
“Princes of Andalusia” and the “successors of the 
Caliphs.” Their 280 years’ rule constitute the flower¬ 
ing-time of Arab culture in Spain. With the wonder¬ 
ful economic growth of the country, thanks to an 
excellent system of irrigation and water-works, en¬ 
riched by the introduction of the agricultural pro¬ 
ducts of the East, such as rice, sugar-cane, date-palms, 
peaches and pomegranates; with a thriving trade 
which Cordova carried on with the North African 
Coast, nay with the very interior of Africa as far as 
the Sudan ; with its silk industry, which at the time 
of its highest bloom, engaged 130,000 men to work it; 
poetry, arts, sciences, not only kept pace, but became 

the ruling passion of the Andalusians. 

Sheer joy in the beauty of words and their colloca¬ 
tion is one of the dominant characteristics ol the 
Arabs. Verses—countless in number—flew from lip 
to lip, admired by high and low alike, not merely lor 
their poetical contents but for their exquisite diction. 
At all times, and in all countries, wherever Arabic is 
spoken, intense, overpowering has been this passion 
for poetry. In Spain it reached its culminating point. 

* Schack, Poesie und Kunsi der Amber, p. 30 et scq. Dierds, Araber im M' 
afar. Chapters, 7 and 8. 
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From king to peasant, all cultivated the art of impro¬ 
visation. 1 o answer m an improvised verse of pleS 
thyme ana poetic fancy was the most appreciated of 
intellectual accomplishments. Amazingly large was 

Omay y ad Caliphs! wrote verse—the first of them in 

XIIItT 5 a P ° et ° f nch endowmcnts - A writer of the 
Xlllth century wrote a comprehensive work dealing 

only with the Arab kings and magnates who diW 
Co Urt and with Muslim „obiI,7 y , s£?dpoets 'TLTc 
would make a volume. Music an§ sot tt/TZ 

at the court of Abdur Rahman UI was ^man n?" 3 " 

culture. Versed in astronomy and historv h 

princely pay and lived in princely splendour Th"t 

die most renowned musician of Cordova was it u? 

same time historian and an astronomer Tnd r M 

recount “glorious things of all countries’>1 d 

mere accident; for, with all its gaieties pt a aS n ° 
pre-eminently the centra nf • 5 Cordova was 

the Baghdad of the West. Counties?were^lm 

-Sailed*S ^ h i: ,0gy d a " d j u - P ™t W nce° 

W Tn d A,Tl d ’ 6 °dT inh ^'t" C «Atalusla Uart ' r 

and Ibn-ul-iuriyya besf 

the time being, lagged behind th western > for 

the Islamic emS T ■ pastern portion of 

from Greek and Tndi ^i’ lndeed > th e translations 

their stimulating influence a J? Uages cxe rcised here 

versatile Majhariti, found the !' 

Dozy s Spanish Islam , pp. 242-249. 
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Medicine made tremendous strides under lbn Juljul 
and Abul Qasim (Al-bucasis), who was reckoned in 
the West the most eminent surgeon of the Middle 

A o'^s 

A study of the lives and activities of the learned 
men of the Xlth century reveals an astonishing vision 
of the intellectual fertility of the immediately preced¬ 


ing century. r 

Erroneous, then, is the complacent assumption ot 

the West, that only on European soil did Islam really 

bear intellectual flower and fruit. On Asiatic soil, in 

the Eastern part of the Empire, as a matter of fact 

Islam reached its culminating point in arts and 

sciences. , . . •, 

For the reception of knowledge, no doubt, the soil 

of Cordova was exceedingly congenial. There, a con¬ 
suming love for books and libraries was the striking 
characteristic of the people. The royal Library con¬ 
sisted of 400,000 volumes. T he rich vied with each 
other in the collection of books, and the upstart tried 
to go one better. Paper factories in Toledo and 
Xativa supplied writing-materials. Copyists were 
sought for in all parts of the world—even in remote 
Baghdad* — and book-binding became a thriving 
trade. The Byzantine Emperor could not think ot a 
more pleasing gift for the great Abdur Rahman Hit 
than a beautiful copy of the Pharmaceutics of Diosco- 
ridesf and, as then there was no one in Cordova who 
knew Greek, the learned monk Nicolas was sent with 

it to render it into Arabic. . , 

How the Christian Nicolas, a devoted chemist and 

druggist, lived in closest friendship with the scholarly 

Jew Hasdai, and how the latter became all-powerful 

at the court of the Commander of the Faithful, testi 


(from Sicily). V«uf AUBciuei, 

nd their disciples. Makkari , Vol. II, p. loo* 
t Dozy, Spanish Islam , pp. 445-447. 
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lies to the liberal and tolerant spirit of the age. In 
Cordova, for the first time, we observe how the Arabs, 
by sheer superiority, extended and diffused their 
language. The patrician, Alvar of Cordova, com¬ 
plains that Christians read the poetry and romances 
of the Arabs , study the writings of their theologians 
and philosophers—indeed, all young people of talent 
know only the Arabic language ■ amass a large library 
at an enormous cost; and openly avow that this 
literature deserves administration and applause.* 
Such was the state of Islamic culture, in its western 
centre, Cordova, at the beginning of the Xlth century. 
I hen, suddenly, a revolution broke out. The body¬ 
guards, consisting of slaves and Berbers, seized the 
helm of State. Throughout a 20 years’ Civil War, 
Cordova was the apple of discord, and when, in 1031 ’ 
Hisham III, the last of the Omayyads, renounced the 
throne, Cordova was half destroyed, impoverished, 
depopulated. The Moorish Empire now enters on its 
path of decline and fall. Separate dynasties—disunited 
and incapable of resisting the onward march of the 

i5P j niS ^, nstlans ~ rule in Saragossa, Seville, Gra- 
nada, Malaga, Algiers, Badajoz, Valentia, Murcia. 
-Politically tragic is the sight of the Moorish Empire 
gradually parting with limb after limb. But, for the 

culture of the West and of the entire East, this period 
is of special importance. 

The Civil War scared the “savants” away from 
Cordova to other towns—to Seville, Granada, Toledo, 
etc. etc For a short time Seville enjoyed considerable 
outward prosperity. Under the rule of the Abbadites 
the population rose to 400,000, and Seville played the 
role, which she has always played in Spain, of a ioy- 

s°nlt’ 5 CaSUr r'^ att f Hng City - Even at the time of the 
plendour of Cordova, it was said that books found 


v^Snof : ?he ay Cano a ‘s in o/?^ C^cU 2^ ‘° » Arabic 

Clergy in the Moorish kingdoms ” The versing USC ° f the ® lsh ^P s and 
and is inscribed “ f 8 * u inc version in question is dated 1049 

Vol. I, p 54) USC ' m ° St n ° ble Bbh °P > hn Daniel ” (CWn 
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the best market in Cordova, musical instruments in 
Seville. Seville was, indeed, the centre of music and 
song and of all those gaieties which we associate with 
the Moors in the smiling plain of Andalusia. It was a 
city of the most beautiful gardens, and as such, its 
flower-shows were locally unrivalled. By grafting 
rose-slips on almond-trees, they obtained the famous 
“ Seville Roses ”—the last sweet memory of those far- 
off joyous days. The tendency to pleasure charac¬ 
teristic of Seville—was specially encouraged by the 
fair sex—ever prolific in such devices. Thus, the 
favourite wife of the Abbadite Prince, Mutamid* 
Itimad—seeing, one day, some country women selling 
milk and walking up to their ankles in mud, said to 
her husband. “ I wish I and my slaves could do as 
those women are doing! ” Straightway Mutamid 
ordered a room in the palace to be strewn with a 
thick paste consisting of ambergris, musk, and cam¬ 
phor, dissolved in rose-water. He then had vessels 
made in imitation of milk-skins and slung on ropes of 
the finest silk; and, with these on their arms. Itimad 
and her maidens splashed in the aromatic mess to 

their hearts’ content. 

In Seville lived the most gifted of the Moorish 
p Gets — no other than the prince Mutamid himself. 
While Seville thus light-heartedly abandoned herself 
to the joys of life, Toledo became the channel through 
which the treasures of Eastern erudition streamed into 

the West. 

Just as, once, systematic translations brought home 
the ancient sciences of the West to the Arabs so now 
the mediaeval West, by the very same process of trans¬ 
lation, appropriated the sciences of the Arabs. 

We notice in the Xlth century the Carthaginian 
Constantino travelling for 30 years in North Africa 
and the Orient with a view to teaching Arabian 
medicahscience at Salerno | and to translating Arabic 

* Dozy, Spanish Islam , pp. 670-78. See also Whi.shaw, Arabic PP - 2 

+ “ The medical school of Salerno was famous in mediaeval history ,. it was 
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works into Latin wlicn a monk at \Ionte Oassino. 

Adelard of Bath, too, in his travels in Asia, Egypt 
and Spain, studied the mathematical and astronomi¬ 
cal works of the Arabs, with a view to translating 
them into Latin on his return home to England. To 
fill up the obvious gaps in the Western knowledge ol 
philosophy the Archbishop of Toledo founded a school 
or translation, which, under the supervision of the 
Archdeacon Dominico Gondislavi, and, with the co¬ 
operation of the Hebrew, Johannes ben David (His- 
palensis) in 20 years rendered into Latin all the older 
philosophy of the Arabs. In the Italian Plato of Tivoli 
and Gerard of Cremona, in the astrologer Friedrich 
II, in Michael Scotus, in Herman us Allemanus (or 

leutonicus), the thirteenth centurv found illustrious 
translators.* 

The struggles of the Christian population of Spain 
with foreign masters who were enfeebled by culture 
and torn by dissensions, the gradual withdrawal of 
.he Moors to the South, and the final shrinking of their 
Empire to the small kingdom of Granada, did not 
interfere with, much less end, the intellectual contact 
between the two great rival religions of the world 


*>y lh . c Arab* the city never having 

tine monastery of Salerno established in^tS" 15 "lu ti,C Benedic ' 

medical works of the ancients were studied*’ }?,J hlch thc boti ? nical and d >e 
year 1070 the celebrated fV»nehnf a?* famc S rcw » when about the 
studied in the schools of th,. aIh ^ fr * cano took refuge there. He had 

and was presented by the brother of U,e Cahnh’oT ? , ldad ’ aaJ in 
took him as secretary He c a ^ Caliph of Babylon to Guissard, who 

cal studies by making known !n the'L*^^ SC l ° P ll,loso P hica > and to medi- 

gave laws to the School of Salem 1 lc w . orl g of tde Arabs. Roger I 

troduce academic degrees New regulation ‘ 1C f,r ^.western scliool to in- 
rick II, who ordered that n were established for it by Frede- 

‘ licensed ’ by that school the practIs f medicine without being 

through the competition’ of Naples 'rhr* waned alter the fifteenth century 

together with the University of Salerno ” V nT T a * s "PP ressed *n 1811. 

* Wiistenfeld, Uber.etzuuler, a ? i<7? h ° lu Sub ‘Salerno.’ 

tion. pp . 5-10. On Consfanti.mt Mur W*rkt m das Latemischt, the introduc- 

P. 20 Johannes H.spanuTn ys VonH^" 1 ' 5 ' PP- 1 °- ! > i Adelard of Bath, 
Hermanns Dalmatia p 4 8 ^ r aV ‘’ p ’ 38 ; Plato of Tivoli - P- 39 

that, in his time, there was a trrel f TT" 1 ' P - 5 - 4 ’ Consta ntinus tells us 
against it he put his name to hiff 'r of plagiarism and that to guard 

modesty, would not put his name to hhTrea ^°* S ° Ge ” rd who > ,l °m sheer 
fore, had to be known through his friends,^£ 56°™ WOrks> thcre - 
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With every fresh Christian conquest of the Islamic 
centre of learning new treasures, in the shape of books, 
came into Christian hands. Nor were these books 
allowed to remain on their shelves unread—their 
study was enthusiastically encouraged by the Christian 


kings of Castille. 

But while the Christian West not only accepted but 
extended and developed the Muslim sciences that 
came into its hands, there was yet one aspect of 
Muslim culture which it left comparatively neglected 


and unexplored—Arab Art. 

In this sphere, however much may have perished, 
or survived in sad decay, the remnants, in their 
totality, constitute the best and the most infallible 
index of the growth, expansion, and changing attitude 
of the Arab mind in the nine centuries of its political 


ascendancy in Islam. 

Perhaps with the sole exception of Yaman, the 
Arabs, when they made their appearance in world- 
history, possessed no art. The simple, formless, cube¬ 
shaped Ka‘ba—with its gods and oblations—was 
naught but a standing witness to the utter impotence 
of the Arabs in the domain of the plastic arts and 
architecture. Even needs connected with religious 
worship, which Islam pressed home early in its career, 
or in those of its successors, did not lead to artistic 
creations in Arabia with or without foreign aid. The 
first mosque of Islam* in Medina was only a four- 
cornered courtyard such as every Arab household of 
any pretension possessed. It was but a space set apart 
for reception and gathering (majlis). There was no¬ 
thing there to indicate any intention regarding, or to 
suggest any desire for the erection of, a special place 
for the common worship of Allah, or to embellish it 
with any special adornment in His honour and for His 
glory. The two outstanding features were the court¬ 
yard shape of the structure and studious care taken 
when fixing the direction of prayer ; and these features 

* Muir, Life of Mohamedy Vol. Ill, pp* 18-21. 
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of the fiist mosque remained for a century the charac¬ 
teristic features of the religious art of the Islamic 
Empire. 

• 11 is r a J! ^ he m ? re amazin g—if the Arabs, at the 
tune of Mohamed, were lacking in artistic sense—to 

hnd them, m the course of their conquests, anxious to 

spare and preserve the artistic monuments of the past 

and even ready to share with the Christians their 

beautiful places of worship for devotional purposes. 

We must not forget that their wars were religious 

wars and their goal the triumph of Islam ! Eventually 

tnen, the view gained ground that a place of worship 

was a House of Allah, and, as such, should be superbly 

equipped. Here, in this view, lav the germ of the 
religious art of Islam. ' * ne 

It was but natural that the architectural and deco¬ 
rative forms of a_rt which henceforward greeted their 
gaze day by day in the Christian Churches of Damus- 

sh U m,M nd -J erusaje ™> na >'> e ven in distant Cordova 
humn tit Ca vl° themas the final consumation of all 

that, under the influence of the models befor e P them 
} Damasc us and Cordova, Muslim art 

Bu°t U re mak L C K. beginn u ng and develo P in diverse ways 

- the great influence 

wmcn Islam itself exerted upon Muslim Art. 

■ ,-\ h ° u gh unable to achieve anything on their own 
initiative, and dependent entirely on the genius of the 

peop'e of other faiths in the domain of art S the Muslim 

Western r art y in,o UCC " ded •" Weavin S Eas,ern and 

vestern art into a new unity, and in giving to thk 
—Tcharact e .°^ tc . ome of section and combination 

thus owes its'birth as much to the taste of the Arfh 
-a^ toTh ~' h ° Ugh < ? ifficult U is t0 ‘heir share 

Coptic craftsmen 6 * 31 ' 0 " ° f ‘ he and 

WhisWs ^rMcTplin.^ C ° pt * °" Muslim Art > sce Chapter VII of 

15 
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Of this the Amr-Mosque in Cairo * offers the earliest 
proof. Even before the Church of St. John at Damas¬ 
cus was transformed into a pure mosque even before 
the “rocky dome” arose on the holy rocks of Jeru¬ 
salem-under the first Governor (Amr Ibn al-As), was 
built in the south of old Cairo a mosque the scanty 
remains of which betray the interplay of distant 

influences. . 

From Persian and Greek buildings columns were 

collected, and, without regard to uniformity or size, 
were utilized in the formation of arcades according to 
the style of Medina. The plan represented a quad¬ 
rangle ; a main hall, surrounded by six rows of 
columns, and with a wall indicating the direction in 
which Mekka was situated (Qibla), constituted the 
front entrance—while halls with three aisles formed 
the right and left enclosures of the courtyard, lhe 
arches exhibited a variable character—the oldest were 
imitations of the Christian basilicas, and yet samples 
of the pointed arch were not absent in the oldest 
structures. The material originally consisted of sun- 
dried bricks. That, in the first century of Islam, no 
Arab architect could erect such a building, is under- 

* “ Amr-M o'ciue was originally a very plain oblong room, about 200 feet 
lone by 56 w dc built of rough brick, unplastered, with a low roof supported 
probably by a few columns, with holes for light. There were no minarets 
fmntche for prayer, no decoration, no pavement. Even thepulp.t winch 
Ainr set up was removed when the Caliph wrote m reproach. It » “k* 
enough for thee to stand whilst the Muslims sit at thy feet. I ™' 1 o 
duty of the conqueror to recite the prayers and preach the Friday Sermon 

in this humble building. It soon became too small for the Chouse of 
tion of Fustat, and was enlarged in 673 by taking m part of ithe house ot 

Amr ; and at the same time, raised stat.ons-the germ ol the ™‘ nare * 

erected at the corners for the Muezzins to recite tP‘pernor whp 
five years later the entire mosque was demolished by a late g > 

rebmlt it on a larger scale. So many and thorough have been the rrpmre and 

reconstructions that there is probably not a foot ° Rebuilt in 8^7 by 

in existence. What we see to-day is pcactK a ly the en . 

Abdullah Ibn Tahir, and restored by Murad Bey in 1798 just bel^ore h 
gaged the French in the battle of the Pyramids at Embabm It is tour urn 
the size of the original mosque, and dillerent in every respe . * ‘ 
part of the nineteenth century it was still a favourite place of 
people of Cairo on the Inst Friday of the Fast ol Ramadan. See Corben s 
essay on The History of the Mosque <f Amr at Old Cfliro m ^e Joum^ ot the 
Royal Asiatic Society, N.S., xxii, 1891 ; Lane, Cairo Ffb> Years Ago, pp. 

J43 ; Apud Stanley Lane-Poole, Story of Cairo * pp. 
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standable ; and the report, therefore, that it was the 
work of a Christian convert to Islam—a Copt—is bv 

no means incredible.* But, that notwithstanding_no 

less perceptible is the influence of the Arab mind here. 
The columns in the Arab architecture play a new role 
—construction is subordinated to ornamentation. No 

longer the form and harmony but the number and 
arrangement of the columns now assume importance. 
In a Christian edifice columnation serves the purpose 
of releaving the heaviness of the divisions between 
the longtitudinal aisles. The Arab did not quite 
realise the true purpose of the columns, but used them 
to express the ancient appreciation of “immensity” 
and “ fulness.” Thus the number of columns in the 
Amr-Mosque must have been more numerous than 
the number of days in the year. The aisles did not 
run at right angles, but parallel, to the wall indicat¬ 
es the Qibla. The place of the few long aisles of 
the basilica was taken by numerous (in one case 26 ') 
short aisles of the wall of the mosque. The optical 
ettect was diametrically opposite to that produced by 
the basilica. Whilst the Byzantine model forcibly 
directed the eye to the mighty apse by its longitudinal 
nave the columns of the mosque seemed to impart 
to the prayer-niche (Mihrab—a diminutive apse 
commonly employed in the 2nd century of Islam) an 
unexpected significance. ' 

The tendency to a confusing plethora of mystical 

* The Arabs have never been artists or even skilled craftsman 'ru 

sfSsSiKItsssi 

££pedate 01 ? W H°° d T a PM^h Ara^addi^and one that X"wards 

caUrn P ament of mS dc ?, ora . tive 1 ^ure « Saracenic art. The ge 0 m etr T 
lished in hi* u .P en grilles is also Byzantine, as A. Bourgouin has estab 

beS g To h tL e Srrnar e b, t,: H atlSe ° n Tr tTelaCS ' I 5111 il is certain tlfaWhey 

may have been DlrT^h!^’ and ^ ^ P °] ygons su 8S est that the grilles 
For further P t the 1 ^ t . ter restoration. Lane-Poole, Cairo , pp 85-8fi 
ror further information see Rivoira’s Moslem Architecture, p 23 etsft 



116 


THE ARAB CIVILIZATION 


forms in art remained for centuries the striking feature 
of the mosque, and this in spite of the fact that its plan 
and execution at the time, were in the hands of the 
Byzantine artists, till then noted for their clearness 
and neatness in design, execution and ornamentation. 

In the west of the Islamic empire Arab artistic taste 
seems to have approximated to that of Byzantium. 
Evidences of this were particularly noticeable in tne 
religious buildings of Algeria, Morocco and Spain. 
The prototype is the venerable mosque of Kairwan 
the so-called Sidi-Uqba Mosque. Founded about the 

middle of the first century ( 6 t 7 t ° ^- d ;) T th o 
brated conqueror of Africa—Uqba Ibn Nafi des¬ 
troyed and reconstructed by the destroyer of Carthage, 
Hasan Ibn Numan (703 a.d.)— repeatedly recon¬ 
structed and repaired in the course of the following 
centuries—the mosque has yet retained a great deal 


of its original character. , 

Thus, for instance, the ground-plan dates fiom the 

first century of Islam, and reveals the same resem 
lance to a forest of columns as in the Amr-Mosque. 
But through the middle of this forest of columns, 
which divides the space into eight transverse or 17 
longitudinal aisles, there runs a central nave at right 
angles to the Mihrab—each end of which is crowne 
by a cupola. This necessitated the making-of the 
transverse aisles as broad and high as the central nave 
itself. The result is, the ground-plan assumes the form 
of a T, which becomes more pronounced by tne 
doubling of the columns, exactly as in the ancien 
Christian churches ; for instance, in “ San Paolo Fuori 
Le Mura” in Rome, and in the Church of the 
Nativity ” at Bethlehem. In spite of its strong affinity 
with the old Christian prototypes, the general aspect 
of the mosque is entirely original. The whole court¬ 
yard, surrounded by columns, is an inheritance from 

Medina: a three-storied four-sided minaret, on th 


* See chapter on Byzantine Art t pp 
chichi* dts Byzantinischen Reiches. 


. 75-97, in Roth’s Social md KuBurg** 
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side of the couityard opposite to the entrance of the 
mosque, reminds us, by its massiveness, of the time 
when the rule of Islam rested on its military strength ; 
the enclosing walls of the immense structure with its 
gateways crowned by cupolas, its four-sided’ project¬ 
ing towers and its supporting pillars, appear to be 

imitations of the royal palaces of Kuyunjik and 
Khorasabad. 

In the Sidi-Uqba Mosque we have an opportunity 
for the first time, of beholding the ornamentation of 
the prayer-niche in its earliest stage. It is yet possible 
however, to see the outlines of the oldest unadorned 
mihrab. Close by it lies a later prayer-niche dating 
from a.d. 857: into a wall lined with faience is sunk 
a round-arched niche, covered with inlaid marble, 
and flanked by two columns with Byzantine capitals 

I he surface-ornamentation of the mihrab is yet pre¬ 
dominantly Byzantine, but, half-way up, is seen a 
scroll, which reveals to us the Arab’s pleasure in the 

ontemplation of the Arabic characters—as strong now 

of T Cr Cn m th * P ast ~and explains the use 

of these characters in surface-decoration. The revered 
pulpit (mimbar) of plane-tree wood—one of the most 

™mH° US treasures of the mosque—shows, in its perfo¬ 
rated carvings, geometrical ornamentations of Bvzan- 

ne jn^ranon— tmgi at the same timej ^ 

g With S th f an Cf 5 rt to . ste P r be y° lld the Byzantine lead. 

cen t e ur P v r0g wT m d r , Igh ‘ “ P *° the ™ d of th ' »inTh 

to make acquaintance with Muslim art in Spain. Y 

In addition to the works of art which the conauer 
Western* XtcT ^ in Sy,ia > in N o«h- 

Say nlmelv ?h n ; rv‘'• 3 influence came into 

me of the Arab invasion, was at its very height.* 

S'£,5dm'"bi y P d ”L'^' ? - ‘ n Wh “ W ‘ Anl “ 
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Xor is the Berber influence—though difficult to assess 

_to be ignored. The art to which so many different 

factors contributed could not but follow its own 
special line of development on the western borders of 

the empire. 

The Great Mosque of Cordova*—representing as 
it does the most diverse influences—is the earliest 
example of this art. The ancient world supplied its 
many hundred columns ; Byzantium provided it with 
surface-decoration ; Spanish Visigothic art shaped its 
architectural structure. It took two centuries to com¬ 
plete this gigantic edifice, which, on its completion, 
stood out as supremely beautiful ; nay, unique and 


unexcelled. 

Throughout its length are horse-shoe arches, over 
an immense forest of low columns. From the columns 
rise pillars, higher than the columns themselves, 
supporting the beams. Round arches, over-topped in 
turn by horse-shoe arches, connect the pillars. No 
ornamentation other than an alternation of white and 
red colouration characterises the building. 

The Past and the Present, Christianity and Islam, 

all helped in the creation of such a work ! The pillars 
are mostly pillars obtained from ruined Roman 
temples ; the capitals are imitations of the Corinthian 
capitals; the horse-shoe arch, a fellow-traveller of 
the Arabs from Persia to the West. The mihrab, the 
pearl of that mosque, owes its exquisite ornamenta¬ 
tion to a Byzantine artist. A Slav, Abu Jafar As- 
Sakalabi, superintended most of the construction. 
But, all this notwithstanding, the general effect is 

purely Arabian. 

It is the realisation in stone of the ideal beauty 
which everywhere greets us in that ancient typically 

Arab form of poetry—Qasida. 

Just as, in these poems, verse upon verse is strung 

without any central unity—just as the ear listens 


* Makkari, Vol. I, p. 217. 



MUSLIM NORTH AFRICA AND SPAIN 


i m 


tensely to their enchanting diction and rhythm— just 

as the mind is bewildered in the contemplation of the 

details and the yet smaller and smaller details, rising 

only occasionally to seize upon a new idea or an 

image—so here also in the case of the Mosque of 
Cordova. 

In its entirety it is something immense, something 
incomprehensible. The mind is impressed, not so 
much by the width as by the depth of the view. The 
pious Muslim turns his face to the mihrab, and sees it 
covered with bewildering arabesques. Eye and mind 
aie more and more lost in the details, until some 
alluring verse from the Qur’an, usually of profound 
significance, rescues the spectator from his perplexing 
distractions. This is the Arab ideal of beauty which 
from the beginning was striven for throughout the 
empire and which in the succeeding centuries found 
its perfect expression there where foreign influences 
mterfered least with its own special development in 


After the middle of the ninth century a.d. Art be¬ 
gins to assume a different character in different parts 
of the empire. r 

In India and Persia the influences of the older 
monuments and of the peoples were so great that 
Islamic art there received the impress of both nations 
In the centre of the empire, in Syria and Egypt, the 

of fl the" C M 0 f - t i l Vo" ntrV ' of the Sd J' ,kia " East and 
Of the Moorish West, combined to create a Syro- 

Egyptian style. In North-West Africa and in South¬ 
ern Spain the art of the Arabs and Berbers—in many 
ways akm to each other—influenced little from with¬ 
out-developed the so-called Moorish or Maghribi 


stvU d Tr USia "L aS re - a y the home and hearth of this 
tyfe. From there it passed on to North Africa. In 

^pajn with the exception of the Mosque of Cordova 

For fl 1 ° nUmen i S r° f - religious art have P er ished. 
°r the flower and fruit of Maghribi art we must 
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turn to an out-lying, little-known place on the eastern 
border of Morocco—to the townlet of Tlemsan and 
its neighbourhood—where we find them in rich abun¬ 
dance. Amidst endless wars, and under princes of 

different houses—Almoravid, Almohades, Abdul 
Wadites, Merinides, Zajjanides — who fought and 
succeeded each other—there rose buddings which 
have ever since attested the artistic efforts and the 
actual capacities of the Moors from the 12th to the 
15th century a.d. Under the Almoravids was built 
the Great Mosque (1135-38) which shows the advance 
the Moors made in the domain of architecture. 1 he 
round columns are replaced by quadrangular pillars 

and the horse-shoe by cusp arches. 

The charming little mosque of Sidi Bel Hassan 
a creation of the Abdul Wadites—shows us the deco¬ 
rative art of the Moors at its height at the end of the 
XII Ith century. The Byzantine influence has vanish¬ 
ed, and no other foreign influence is discernible. I he 
leaf-work—originally of acanthus and palm is re- 
duced to fanciful geometrical forms. The tendrils 
cross and intertwine, and with plant-ornamentation 
mingles a new decorative element—the script, which 
gradually assumes a liane-like character. Severa 
layers of these lace-pattern drawings are imposed one 
upon another without confusion. Each design retains 
its peculiar character from one end to the other, while, 
underneath, the script manifests itself in perfect dis¬ 
tinctness. This—the so-called Kufic script—has here 
reached its highest elegance. Sometimes it constitutes 
the centre of an arabesque which twines round it at 
others it forms the straight-point of the tendrils—or 
again it serves as a border of ever-repeated elements. 
In the formation of plant, script and geometrical 
ornamentations Islamic art found a new expression 
for its inherent tendency—the “ combination of deli¬ 
cate sense-impression with conceptions of the mind. 

The plant became a geometrical “ motiv ; the script 
a plant-like ornamentation—the boldest fancy in 
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conceit with the soberest calculation succeeded in 

surface-decoration 

which has always been the wonder of the West. In 

the “ Mudejar ” style it was attempted in Spain, but 

beyond Spain it never travelled, for it was essentially 
Oriental in its cast and tone.* 

How great the influence of Mathematics was no 
Islamic art, is seen in each object with which that 
art busied itself! Thus we observe in the mihrab— 
which from the verv beginning was ornamented with 
ail possible care—how the original parallel lines of 
the frontal arch of the niche appear, in later times 
as the peripheries of two circles with superimposed 
centres The stereotyped structural parts of the frontal 
arch which pointed towards a centre lying along a 
fine joining the two upper ends of the supporting 
columns, become in later times a point lying midwav 

arche? n ^ Centl ' CS ° f the two COI >stituent circular 


And quite as much fancy and calculation were 
bestowed upon another part of the mosque which has 
become in its own way a characteristic feature of the 
Moorish sty e—the minaret. Originally an imitation 

Min^ h g ht ~ house of Alexandria, the Maghribian 
Minaret has almost everywhere retained its four-cor- 

nered shape. A little tower—a terminal turret on the 

platform of the four-cornered tower—reminiscent of 
the ancient ziggurat of Babylonia—can still be seen in 

thos^oft a he Ih r h i C C l r f at MoS( i ue of Samarra and 
those of the Ibn fulun Mosque m Cairo. The extended 

L^' SUrf f Ces of the minarets gave to Moorish art its 
of thTP SC t0wards ext ernal decoration. The walls 

arches with delicate little pillars, and by windows, 

Mohameda^whcf after‘the sTrrendfrl'fT’ 7 g ' Ven ', he Dict Acad - « a 
his religion, a vassal of the Christian P lacc remained, without changing 
word meaning tribut Jv T® C “» n kin 5 s - It is derived from an Arabic 

16 
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loevias and lisenas; while the terminal turrets were 
enlivened bv a lining of many-coloured faience. 

There were not very many means which appealed 
to the Moorish taste for external decoration. And yet 
bv well considered selection and arrangement ot what 
they had. the Moors managed to make minaret 
towers of imposing massiveness at Mansura ; of proud 
splendour in Marrakesh ; the Hasan tower in Rabat 
and the Giralda of Seville, noted for its unexcelled 

grace and elegance. , , 

For centuries the minarets had been the only part 

of the external structure of the mosque suggesting the 

artistic splendour of the interior. As an additional 

exterior feature the highly decorated entrance-gate 

comes in the fourteenth century. 

In the Mosque of Sidi Bu Medin which stands 
south-west of Tlemsan on a mountain slope, such an 
entrance-gate or portal is found. Its splendour com¬ 
pels us to assume that this classical work was preceded 
bv manv previous attempts in that direction. In th 
midst of a frame-work of arabesques inscriptions, 
geometrical ornamentations, and sweet little brackets, 
a gigantic horse-shoe arch leads to a richly-adorned 
half? Eleven steps conduct one to the huge wings ot 
the door made of cedar-wood—the inlaid bionze 
therein uniting all that art and artists could create in 
that age. Thus, though late in point ot time, the ait 
of Maghrib happilv added exterior to interior deco¬ 
ration. This new activity manifests itself in the many- 

coloured mosaic-work and in the amazing proportion 

of their design. The joy in the general effect led to a 
neglect of ornamental details. Overladen with surface- 
decorations, cut into a lining ot gypsum, the ’Uteno 
of the Mosque of Sidi Bu Medin shows that the cu - 
minuting point of artistic taste had been parsed Bu 
artistic creations did not yet quite cease. The> con 
tinned for centuries—Spain furnishing an example o 

the later art of mosque-building. , . he 

We must now turn from the West to Eg\pt t 
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then centre of the Islamic empire—to study in its 
surviving monuments the development of its religious 
architecture, and to compare it with those of the 
West. Three architectural monuments will suffice to 
bring home to us the characteristics of Egyptian art. 

The Ahmad Ibn Tulun Mosque, dating from the 
ninth century a.d. (878) —compared with the mosque 
of Cordova shows the difference between the Egyptian 
and the Maghribi style at the earlier period.* The 


Two features specially distinguish this mosque. It was built entirely ..I 
I ew materials, instead of the spoils of old churches and temples, and it is'the 
earliest instance of the pointed arch throughout a building, earlier by at least 
two centuries than any m England. They are true pointed arches with a 

form Slg theme of h f l l le but . not .« n °ugh 10 suggest the horse-shoe 

mrriv’ie tl r of brick arches, and piers, instead of marble columns, was due 

PfT‘ y “ t lc Emir s reluctance to deprive the Christian churches of so many 
pillars, but even more to his anxiety to make his mosque safe from fire ' 

Five rows of arches from the cloister at the Mekka or south-east side and 
two rows on the other sides ; arches and piers are alike coated with gypsum 
and the ornaments on the arches and round the stone grilles or windows arc 
a worked by hand in the plaster. The difference between the soft flexity of 

effect of k the°H le - W ‘ th - 3 t0 ° ‘n moist P laster > and the ‘ hard mechanical 
fs the H^fT h des ‘f ns lm P resse d with a mould in the Alhambra, is striking ■ it 
is the difference between the artist and the artisan. On the simple roundV 

capitals of the engaged columns built at the corner of each arch there is a 

Iween e the a arche d P attern ’ and on either side of the windows be- 

een the arches facing the court, which also are pointed and have small 

cogaged columns, is a rosette, and a band of rosettes runs round th#» ™ 

beneath the crenellated parapet. The inner arches are d,Z 1 t d 

*°“" d arC r S and . Wmdows runs a bud-like flower pattern which also 

a band"oTffie rr ° m Sprmg Sp " ng ° f the arthes be "eath the windows and 
a band of the same ornamentation runs alone above the arrh^ ir. li ’ r 

or his family/is there a dome containing the tomb of the founder 

of mosoues A;” dome V * Xt ha PP e ?s, however, that a large number 

founders and the n ? auso {- eu ^ ns » contamin g chambers with tombs of the 
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Mosque of Sultan Hasan stands as a counterpart of 
the mosque of Sidi Bu Medin, and the Kait-Bey 
Mosque reveals the last stage in the art of Egyptian 
mosque-building. The Tulun-Mosque already shows 
the decline of the Byzantine and the predominance 
of the Mesopotamian influence. The pointed arch 
now dominates the entire structure, and extends not 
only over the pillars but also over the windows and 
the mihrab. The plant-decoration which runs as a 
border along the pillars and the arches, and the 

script ornamentation on sycamore-wood, contain the 
eerm of the surface-decoration common to all Islamic 
architecture. The consistent and uniform use of the 
pointed arch and of the pillars conclusively proves 
the attention that was bestowed upon the construc¬ 
tive side of mosque-building in Egypt which is lacking 

in the Maghrib. . . , 

Although the immediate influence of Mesopotamia 

determined the character of the Ibn Tulun Mosque, 
we cannot explain the continuance of the pointed 
arch and its further development into keel-arch, and 
the use of niches such as we find in the Mosque of 
Al-Azhar and other buildings of the Fatimide period 
except upon the assumption of the direct influence o 
the immediate surroundings. Egypt, the ancient home 
of architecture and of proportion, could not but 
awaken in her foreign masters the sense of the over¬ 
powering beauty of a uniform style.t Much earlier 

preserved the essentially sepulchral character 

as did the Copts and the Byzantines, to " ot ™ l S ol 77-85. 

.us&ttssat c r a sics 

tSSZ.’Zl 0, polygon .nd 
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than in the West, even under the Fatamides, an 
attempt was made in Egypt to adorn the exterior of 
the mosque. 

Under the Ayyubids (1171-1250), by whom the 

destinies of Syria and Palestine were practically 

unified, the old Arab ground-plan of the mosque was 

completely replaced by a cross-shaped ground-plan. 

Moreover, in the mausoleum of the Fire-worshippers, 

with its dome-shaped roof, a new architectural style 
came into vogue. 

While the adoption of the cupola—the elevation of 
which gradually passed from an elliptical into a 
pointed-arch form—was borrowed from the East; the 
task of finding a suitable transition from the quad¬ 
rangular main building to the base of the cupola 
urged the builders on to introduce innovations. They 
erected on the square an octagon, on the octagon a 
16-sided polygon, and on this polygon the cupola, 
with the result that the form thus obtained was 
suggestive of the stalactite. The stalactite, at the same 
time, appeared as an ornamentation of the niches. 
There has been much speculation as to whether the 
stalactite, and particularly the stalactite cupola, was 
borrowed from nature, or was founded on a mathe¬ 
matical basis. The predilection of the Arabs for solv¬ 
ing ornamentational problems by means of geometry 
supports the latter theory, which receives yet addi¬ 
tional weight from the fact that it was a universally 
approved style throughout the Islamic world. 

Whencesoever the slatactite originated, it was a 
most precious accretion to Islamic art, and, like the 
arabesque, continued to be one of those peculiar 
decorative expedients of all times which, outside 


der, with skilful use of “ stalactite ” or pendentive treatment of angles and 
transiuons and supports for the balconies. The third is the construction of 

i om “- Hlthert0 small cupolas over the mihrab, or above the entrance, 
were the utmost achievements of the earlier architects. The feature of a great 

™ as Produced by Saladin’s successors, for example, in the dome of the 

mo qUC ? f A1 ; S1 J afi y in *e Karafa, and probably in other edifices, but 

The M^T mS of the Ayyubid period to permit of very exact definition, 
l he Mamluks were dome-builders par excellence . 
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Islam’s cultural sphere of influence, never received 
intelligent appreciation or acceptance. With the rise 
of the Mamluks, who ended the Ayvubid rule, a new 
era of power and glory dawned upon Egypt. By their 
union mosque and mausoleum receive a powerful 
impetus to further development. The incorporation 
of the cupola into the mosque introduced a desire for 
sheer altitude and a prepossession for curves. The 
splendour of the age and the pride of the rulers led to 
ostentatious external ornamentations— e.g., of the 
facade, the portal, and the minaret—the buildings 
erected under the Seljuks in Asia Minor serving as 
models. The first memorial of this style—the so-called 
Baherite style—is the Mausoleum Mosque of Sultan 

Ha.ss3.ri ^ 

A large pointed-arch portal overladen with stalac¬ 
tite ; a facade divided into storeys, and thereby 
appearing taller than was actually the case; and two 
minarets, 50 metres high, adorn the exterior of this 
mosque. Overpowering, indeed, is the impression 
made by the interior. From the portal one is led, 
through the vestibule, crowned by a splendid stalac¬ 
tite cupola (dome), and a long corridor, to a quad¬ 
rangular courtyard, from which four aisles, with 
gigantic barrel-vaults, in pointed-arch profile, project. 
It is only from the open courtyard that dim light 
suffuses the open halls. Three of these halls are with- 

* This mosque was built between 1356 and 1359 (a.h. 757-760). It is in the 
usual madrissa form—a cross consisting of a central court and 4 deep tran¬ 
septs or porticoes, while the founder’s tomb may be compared to a lady- 
chapel behind the chancel or eastern portico. The outside does not of course 
reveal the cruciform character of the interior, since the angles are filled with 
numerous rooms and offices. The prevailing impression from without is one 
of great height, compared with other mosques. The walls are 11 ^ feet high, 
are built of fine-cut stone from the pyramids, and have the peculiarity rare 
in Saracen architecture, of springing from a plain socle. Windows—two with 
horse-shoe arches; the rest simple grilles—slightly relieved the monotony o 
the broad expanse of wall; but the most beautiful feature is the splendid 
cornice, built up of six tiers of stalactites, each overlapping the one below, 
which crowns the whole wall. There are some graceful pilasters, or engaged 
columns, at the angles, and a magnificent portal in an arched niche, bb feet 
high, vaulted in a half-sphere which is worked up to by twelve tiers of pen- 
dentives. Bold arabesque medallions and borders, geometrical panels, and 
corner columns with stalactite capitals, enrich this stately gate. 
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out any ornamentation, but the fourth—the southern 
one—facing Mekka—unites itself the whole of the 
decorative art of those times. There is the mihrab, 
lined with polychrome marble; mosaics cover the 
walls, and high up runs a frieze of inscriptions en¬ 
twined with arabesques. To the elegance of the lines 
is added the effect of polychromy. Gold and azures, 

green, red, white, and yellow are woven into inimit¬ 
able harmony. 

At the back of the mihrab open two huge folding 

doors—masterpieces of metal-work—into the space 

where, under a bold cupola, lies the tomb of the 

Sultan. The effect of proportion, within and without 

—the play of colours—the perfect taste shown in the 

ornamentations executed in stone, bronze, wood, 

plaster of Paris—make the Hassan Mosque the finest 

specimen of Syrian stone-style on the soil of Egypt 

arid a “ chef-d’oeuvre ” of the XIVth century Islamic 
art. 

While in the Maghrib—so far as we can judge from 

the extant monuments—art had reached, about this 

time, its culminating point—in Egypt Islamic art, 

pressing its progressive course, attained its meridian 
glory a century later. 

Islamic Art found its supremest expression in the 
tomb-mosque of Kait-Bey.* Whatever the art of 


* Cairo > p. 242 et seq. 

. Th * mos< i ue of Hakim is almost the last of the new mosques on a grand 

^f%nt oT a ,t a ^ ,a K Plan ^ With rOWS ° f CO,umns - rooTa slngie ^ 

aisle anrl th | ’ and sometime s a second rising above the central 

1 ^ /° lpn 5 aded COUrt ’ the who,c Allowing the pattern of the Dro^ 
of^he F i° m thC SC , CO ? d of the Xth'century onwards 1 theS 

fleetspf m ° St ^ Cl ^ ly ^ nd ° n a carried on by the 

at a later^datewith the East intensified 
East of types of sacred f ? n ° wcd b V the introduction in the 

a&SwSJifc 

coloured facin P nr ,;tl;iV ^ hCSe r r elat ! ons ' <°°> which inspired the parti- 
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Islam matured in earlier times is here united with in¬ 
comparable skill. The overpowering effect of the 
arches of comparatively large span—the view of the 
mihrab through such arches—the back walls with 
their pointed-arch windows and doors the broad 
inscriptive frieze under a richly-carved and beautifully 
coloured roof, point to a deliberate striving after a 
uniform effect of thi^ whole which Islamic ait in the 
West never attained to, even in conception. Both with¬ 
in and without, the Kait-Bey Mosque is a masterpiece 


economical purposes, whereas the East adopted it as a Christian fashion a^ 
well, first in churches and later in mosques. Its introduction into Italy wa 
by way of Pisa, and was due to the Tuscans, who were the first to clothe th< 
exteriors of churches with splendid marble inlays, and to enrich them wi i 
elaborate arcading. One of the earliest examples of the style is the efiurch of 
San Miniato al Monte near Florence, rebuilt about 1018, and P rob ab . 

finished about 1062. The older part of the facade (only the lower pa t 

of which goes back to the Xlth century, the upper evidently belongs to 
the Xllth and XHIth), was copied by the architect of the front of the parish 
church of Empoli (1093). The decorative use of mlaid marbks "«denved 
from the indigenous style of decoration in the interiors of late Roman anct 
early Christian buildings, but in a different atmosphere it assumed a new 

and distinctive outward appearance. To all this may, be n a f,f r Se ,^k PeHod 
tionable change both in architecture and art observable in the Seljuk Eoiod 

(1055-1300) cinder Central Asiatic influence. The flat-roofed mosque then 

assumed various forms. The true or false vault was introduced, the number 

of cupolas was increased, the principal dome obtained an ' ; b>"f?atcd forTn 

means were adopted to give greater importance to ^‘^ f p, ad > ^‘ ch 

also brought into relation with the internal divisions of the buI ‘°*" g ’ ? , 

the architectural decoration became generally more exte nsive and va - 

Under the influence of these ideas the minaret also sta n n ^°"rs moMues at 
It was originally a plain square tower, like those in Walid s mosques at 

Damascus and Medma, and in that of Bishr at Ka.raw'am n T„ th^eneTofthe 
look deeD root so that in Spain it remained in vogue down to the end ot tne 

Muslim dominion. In the IXth century the square form as ^™ brn “ r ^ d ' 

bined with the cylindrical, by raising on a lofty 

tower with an external staircase winding round it. I he “ n, °" * a * C “f * „nd 

Mesopotamia, and the minaret of Samarra is an exa ™P^ of 11 1 ’SifcSSd 
scale It did not enjoy a long or prosperous career in Egypt, nor did it spreaa 
thence to other countries. We know, for instance that about the year 985 
minarets were still being built in the square form. The Mesopotamian type, 
however, was the forerunner of the square-shaped minaretsurmountedby^^ 
sniral cylinder with octagonal base, like the two ancient minarets in 
Mosque of Hakim ; and also of the other four with a square base support^ g 
a spiral column—an early example of which is afforded b Y century m 
K.hosrugird,near Sebzewar, in Persia, Apparently, in the XUh eentuiy, 
imitation of the minarets of the Mosque of Hakim, steps ^ ere take a d 
emancipation from the traditional, universally accepted, square type J 
minaret and there were substituted forms which gradually assumed 
and singular shapes : shapes which were sometimes thoroughly’ arti ^ 
picturesque, but in other cases were quite extravagant ; and the tend ^ 
always towards greater and even excessive slenderness. See Rivoira, 

Architecture , pp. 168-177. 
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pillars, is a “ Ku ab “ a P n" arches . on degant 

behind the grateddoors a ffT " 1 ' 317 school, a nd 

“ Sabi] ” a public place f nr ,I « ro “ nd - floor . is a 
water. H P ' aCe for the supply of drinking 

Just as Islam awakened the need fee 1 
Stimulated the sense of beneficence for , CU , iture ' and 
entire public and private life of r f, nd sha ped the 
Islamic art, originating from ,h “ fol, °wers-so also 
included within its embrace rife mosC| , ue > gradually 

with its wall?'Soraed^/th^chl^ 0 / 3 ’."'^ Cairo - 

of the 

monument- 

son Nasir compfetedf a^tmen'S £ 

from the hospitaftat and r he ‘mb° ne r s « ap art 

of folding doors and a V ntC ^ r ~ a Cou P ie 

no doubt whatever tha ^ " pIaf ° nd ' 1 i 

was employed to make the stav ^ ° f that a ge 
pleasant and cheerful. As in thp f ^ patlents there 

so here—rinnlimx ln tde Peaces of nrin 

th Va fi able Space ’ and m usic^lavecf^ d ^ r ° Ugh ev ery 
than outside in Uptown tn Und f d hours earlier 

ca^sd" ^ th ° Se that couId notTleep Wh^ appear 
haPPy WaS d ° ne - 

. *Wro„.e ( c a W PP . 61)85 , 96 We trCatedln 
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different wards. To the insane particularly pleasant 
apartments were allotted. The sick were lodged as 
each case needed, in the southern or the northern 
portion of the hospital. They were artificially.warmed 
or cooled, and special stress was laid on fresh air, lor, 
said they, “ man need eat from time to time only, but 

breathe always he must.” . iiYioTlih , 

When we see art pressed into the service of humanity 

to such a high degree, we cannot doubt the report of 

the Arabs regarding the splendour and the outfit of 

the royal palaces. Our only regret is that of these 

much-praised palaces nothing has outlived the ravages 

of time Not only in Egypt-even m North Africa and 

Spain also—political storms have swept almost all t 

secular buildings away. Of the famous castles of the 
Omayyads in Cordova nothing remains except the 
foundations, and some rums of the residence of Ahdu 

Rahman III, and of the Villa of the WazirMansur 

which have recently been excavated. The palace ot 

the Almohades in Seville-the Alcazar-was retouch- 

ed in good time under Christian rule. Only one Arab 
palace—the Alhambra of Granada—has come down 

to our time intact.* r .1 _ vTVth 

What has been preserved of it dates f J'? n J the f 

centurv, and shows Moorish art at its highes stage of 
development. In its oldest portion—Patio del Meruar 
—a comparatively high wall, with rich 
ration, dominates a small courtyard But in the court 
of Myrtles it is different: the solid tower of ComaK 
—with its broad simple wall-surface — is the last 
symbol of Moorish martial prowess. The rest of th^ 
building grouped round a rectangular pond, ex 
pressive of the effort which signalised the last phase 
of Moorish art; namely, the complete aba "^>nment 
of structural massiveness. The walls aroiJ , 

according to our artistic instincts, surprising y # • 

The shorter sides of the rectangle are resoWed into 
delicate arcades whose elegant columns do 

* Lane-Poolc, Moors in Spain, p. 221. 
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moment suggest the heavy weight of the arches anrl 
the walls resting upon them. d 

a T F e Court of Myrtles leads to the Hall of the 
Ambassadors, which shows us, for the first time the 
interior of a royal reception room in its full splendour 
The mult,-coloured and richly decorated walls ,he 
rge niches in front of the double windows and the 

high cupola of larch-wood make us forge,’that this 

Comares. But the Moors were not content wfih .L' 

iSSis IFF ¥ 

supports is for ever effaced d their 

reminds ttt 7 ° f “'“T “ dim light 
The endless repetition“of Hi^°‘ id "alls. 

geometrical ornamentation^ ,h ^ graphic and 

enrapture us. V ” g form ' puzzle rather than 

sense Is niore calculated ° f th ' Moo ™h artistic 
decoration seems hut ^ ie wea °f surface- 

absence of plasfic art and°f c °™P ensati °n for the 

gion of IslaS responsible Bmi 5 " h ° ld the 

excavation work on the Hese /' are " ron g- Recent 
and Meschatta discloses , , r, ' pa hices of Kusair Arnra, 
under the Ommd,” IsIa ™,> ln the earliest <™es 
representation of living being' Vf"* ,‘ he artis,ic 

t a an m We"lo e £om d thk^”£ od - car ™fS 'MuS 

"Udes anima]s of ali kinds f 0 rmed P ; a "^< h ' e Fati- 
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° n pe'raa'never staved her hand from representing 
livire beings The Islam of to-day has quickly com 

to terms with photography and P ortra “;^£f^“i 

recently even with statues m bronze. Even Alhmnb 
rLH not dispense with human figures. 1 he represen 
& of ,7c “ ten kings ” and the hunting and tourna¬ 
ment scenes in the room next to the Salle de 
justice” have long been known. f ome ^ ar ? n ^ 

“ Torre de las Damas.” a large number of figures o 

Arabs was discovered. t • ai 

If the plastic arts did not play a great P a * 1 in 
hambra or in the art of Islam it was not due to any 
religious scruples, but to the absence of all need to 

SU The° Court' of Lions in the Alhambra, with its 

private rooms of the Caliph all around reveak to us 
spiritualization 3^ S£ 

VtV: X^bra fS *n half Of the 

sloues of the Sierra Nevada. In planning these rooms 
the P Moors paid no attention to the surrounding P 
pect To them admission into the house n < , 

Srawal from the world. Therefore al the ™ms round 
the Court of the Lions only reveal the enchanu g 

gloom and relieve the oppm-o-rf a „| 

inscription^marT the 335f £ 

tony of the colours, of the lines, of the purung 
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stream evokes that mentality which the pious Muslim 

feels and strives after even to-day; for it serves to 

withdraw him from the world, and to bring him 
nearer unto God. 

Thus, in the highest form of Islamic Art, we en¬ 
counter once again the ideals which a thousand years 
before floated befqre the Arabs in their ancient home¬ 
land, and which they carried, on their conquering 
campaigns, to distant lands—an airy, shady roof by 
a purling stream and the monotony of the steppe or 
the desert behind the luxuriance of oasic vegetation. 
According to the unanimous report of travellers this 
monotony of colour and of line and this hushed silence 
are best calculated to attune the mind to a state of 
inexpressible composure. 

When we compare the chambers of the Alhambra 
with the castles and palaces of the Christian West 
we are struck by a significant difference. “ In Islam 
temporal art took the place of religious art ” 

The small mosque of the Alhambra lags'in splend¬ 
our far behind the other rooms there. In the West 
however, art always remained at the service of the 
Church. The palaces were dark and crude compared 
with the churches. And yet in the few bold lines of 
the mediaeval castles lay a force and power unsus¬ 
pected and long unrevealed. No wonder, then, that 

a culture which perhaps expressed the finest forms of 

the art of living, and yielded in turn to their enfeebl¬ 
ing^ sapping influences, gave way at last to the 
unbroken strength of nations with fewer wants and 
greater powers of endurance. 

Since the fall of Granada (1492) Moorish culture 

d° I ? orth Africa, and has there slowly 

and S h!!vf d ' ltS genTls are sti11 in stinct with life, 
and hold out the promise of a second awakening. 
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